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WORLD WAR 11 IN THE PACIFIC
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK THEME STUDY

INTRODUCTORY ESS5AY

Tha *“world War il in the Pacific Natignal Historic Landmark Theme Study”
has been prepared for the Cengress and the Secretary of the Intericr's
Advisory Board in partial fulfillment of the requirements of P.L. 93-348,
August 18, 1978. The purpase of the theme siudy is to evaluate all
resources that relate to the theme of world War it in the Pacific and to
recommend certain of these resources for designation as National Historic
Landmarks. The events of the war are from 39 to 43 years away, hut
world war | is truly of national significance; indeed, it is one of the
momentous events in human history. This is recognized by Congress's
authorizing the study and by the several wartime sites, listed below, that
are already natiomal historic landmarks or tisted on the National Register
of Historic Places.

The “world War (1 in the Pacific Theme Study" considered resources
relating to the following general subthemes:

A. Japanese Expansion in the Pacific

B. The United States Home Frant

C. Atlaska and the Aleutians

D. The United States' Central Pacific Drive

The theme study considered the millions of people, civilian and mititary,
both Japanese and Allied, who tock part in the fateful years belweaen 1941
and 1245, Emphasis was placed on the events and their consequences,
rather than on individuals, Certain leaders, whose actions were crucial
ta the success or failiure of endeavors, are recognized., [ndividuals
recognized as beroes are generally not highlighted; in combat, the
conduct of all members of the unit is wvital te the outcome; also, many a
true hero did not receive recognition for his deeds. Efforts were made o
avoid wartime jingoism, rather to view events as objectiveiy as possible.
The geographical areas surveyed for this study are United OStates
territory and Trust Territories of the Pacific istands, which continue o
be administered by the United States,

THE PACIFIC WAR IN OUTLINE ON MICROHLM

Eurgpean powers and their colenies had been st war more than Two years
when Japan carried out a devastating surprise attack on Hawaii's Pear|
Harbor naval base and army and navy airfields on December 7, 1947. For
the next several months, Japan continued strongly on the offensive in
China, Thailand, Malaya, Guam, Philippine !slands, Wake, Gilbert isiands,
Burma, British Bormeo, Hismark Archipelage, WNetherlands East Indies,
Mew Guinea, Solgmon lslands, and Singapore. At the same time, the
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United States developed supply lines in the eastern Pacific and rushed
land, sea, and air reinforcements to Australia and the South Pacific. In
April 1942, Gen. Douglas MacArthur became Supreme Commander,
Southwest Pacific Area, with headguarters in Austratia; and Adm. Chester
W. Nimitz became Commander in Chief, Pacific Oc¢ean Area, with
headquartars in Hawaii. Also in April, Lt. Col. .James H. DCoolittle led
the first air attack of the war on Tokyo, Japan, an important incident for
American morale. The raval battle of Coral Sea took piace in May 1942, a
tactical wvictory far Japan  but  a  strategic wictory for the
Alltes--Australia’s security was now assured. The batile also marked the
end of the Allies' defensive posture.

1942-1943

On June 4, 1942, the Batile of Midway proved to be the turning peoint in
the Pacific war. Aircraft from three American carriers destroyed four
crack .Japamnese carriers, decisively defeating the enemy. At the same
time, Japanese carrier pfanes carried out a two-day attack on Dutch
Harbor in the Aleutians. A Japanese task force occupied Kiska and Aftu
in the western Aleutians three days later, the only North American
territory to be accupied by Japan.

The Aftied offensive fn the Southwest Pacific got underway in August 1942
when U.5, Marines landed in the Solomons, beginning the bitter battle for
Guadaicanai. On MNew Guinea, the Allies engaged in hard fighting against
strong Japanese forces, only slowly gaining an upper hand and defeating
the Japanese in the Papua Campagin in Decembe- 1942 and January 1943,
Also in January 1943, an international conference of the United States and
Great Britain at Casablanca reached agreement to advance toward the
Philippines through the Central and Southwest Pacific.

tn the North Pacific, U.S5. Army troops made an amphibigus tanding an
Attu in May 1943, recapturing the island after hard fighting. Two
months later, the Japanese secretly withdrew from Kiska in a brilliant
maneuver and the Aledtians returned to American control. During the
summer of 1943, Allied advances in New Guinea continued and U.5. farces
captured New Gegrgia and other islands in the Zelomons. In the Central
Pacific, Admiral Nimitz gathered his forces and planned the inwvasians af
the Gilbert and Marshall islands,

Autumn 1¥42 brought significant gains for Allied forces: November 1,
U.5. Marines invaded Bougainville in the Northern Solomons; November
20, U.&. forces landed om Makin and Tarawa atolis in the Gilberts; and,
December 26, U.S5. Marines landed on Cape Gloucester, Bismark
Archipelago. At an internationa! conference at Cairoc in December 1943,
British and United States delgates reached agreement on Pacific objectives
for 1944: Seizurea of the Marshail Islands and MNew Britain in January,
Hollandia in New Guinea in June, and the Mariana Islands and the
liberation of Guam in October 1944,



1944

The vyear began with continuing land fighting in the Solomons and New
Guinea. The Ceptrai Pacific drive began at the end of January when
.5. Marine and Army troops stormed ashore on Roi-Namur and Kwajalein
isiands in Kwajalein Atoll and on Majure Atall, all in the Marshall tslands,
successfully completing the entire operation in five days. Two weeks
later, U.5. farces captured Enewetak Atoll, also in the Marshalls, white
carrier planes from an American task force reduced the fabled Japanese
"Gibraltar” of Truk Atoll in the Central Carciine Islands. While Army Air
Force and naval carrier planes continued their neutralization aftacks an
other Japanese islands in the Marshalls and Carclines, the Central Pacific
amphibious forces prepared to assautt Japan's inner defense line, the

Mariana lIsiands. In the Southwest Pacific, General MacArthur's forces
subdued western New Britain and gccupied the Admiraity tsiands north of
New Guinea. [n April, the landings at Hollandia began.

On June 15, U.5. Marines, followed by army troops, invaded Saipan in
the Martanas. A few days later, carrier aircraft from U.5. Task Force 58
engaged Japanese carrier planes in the Battle of the Philippine Sea. Two
Japanese carriers and more than 400 of their planes were destroyed as
were Japanese hopes to reinforce the Marianas. Saipan gained, U.5.
Marines tanged at Guam and, a few days |ater, on Tinian. While fighting
continued in the Marianas, President Franklin D. Roosevelt arrived in
Hawaii and met with MacArthur and Nimitz to discuss future moves in the
Pacific war. Following the meetings, the ailing President sailed to the
aleutians to greet the lonely soldiers of the "Forgotten War." U.5. Army
and Marine Carps troops completed the liberation of Guam in  early
August. American Seabees and Army Engineers constructed immense B-29
bombar fields on Guam, Tinian, and Saipar for the long-range bombing of
the Japanese homeland.

American forces invaded Japan's Palau Islands, the Gateway {0 the
Philippines, in mid-September, with army troaps assaulting Angadr while
Marines land on Peteliu, beginning one of the most fiercely fought battles
in the Central Pacific. An army force also gccupied Ulithi aAtoll, which
was converted intp a criticat staging area faor future Pacific balties.
Although Peleliv was not secured until November 1944, the U.5. Joint
Chiefs of Staff decided to precesd with the invasion of the central
Philippines, adwvancing the target date two manths. On October 20, 1944,
the U.S5. Sixth Army invaded Leyte, the first step in liberating the
Phitlipines. At Saipan, 111 B-29 bombers lifted off on November 24 to
attack Tokye, the first of many such raids on Japan's Home |stands.

1945

Fighting wound down on Leyte as the new year began and, on January 9,
American troops landed on Luzon. The U.5. fast carrier Task Force 58
carried out air attacks on Formosa, Okinawa, and Hong Kong., U.5.
Marines began the bitter battie for twe Jima, neorth of the Marianas, on
February 21, raising the American flag on Mount 5Suribachi two days
fater. wWhnite fighting continued to rage on |wo Jima, U.5. Army Iroops
completed the fiberation of Manila and cleared Corregider of the enemy.



Easter Sunday, April 1, 1945, witnessed the U.S. Tenth Army (Marines
and soldiers) landing on the beaches of Okinawa. Thus began the last
tattie of the Pacific War. While the battle raged on Okinawa, Japanese
forces continued to hofd gut in the Philippine Islands, particularly in
Luzon and in the south. The twao greal captains of the Pacific War,
MacArthur and Nimitz, became, respectively, commander in chief of all
U.5. Army forces in the Pacific and commander af all 1.5, Nayy forces in
the Pacific on April 3,

General MacArthur established his headquarters in Manila, while Admiral

Mimitz continued to command from Guam. in the Battie of the East China
Sea ann Aprit 7, Task Force 28's planes sank the great Japanese
battleship, Yamato. Japanese suicide planes sank or damaged large

numbers of American ships off Okinawa through April and May. Finally,
on Jupe 22, the U.S5. Tenth Army completed the capture of Okinawa.
Casualties on both sides were exiremely heavy.

While armadas of B-29 bombers continued to raid Japanese cities, the
United States exploded the world's first nuclear device in New Mex co on
July 16, 1945, Ten days later, the Potsdam ultimatum called for Japan's
unconditional surrender or face utter destruction. B-29 bomber E£nola
Gay dropped a nuclear weapon on Hiroshima on August 6. The Soviet
Union declared war on Japan on August 8. The next day, B8-29 Bock's
Car hit Nagasaki with the only other nuclear weapon in the United States
arsenal.  Japan accepted the Allied surrender terms on August 14, The
Pacific War officially ended on September 2, 1345, when Japanese officials
sighed the instrument of surrender aboard USS Missouri in Taokyo Bay.

RECOMMENDATIONS

A. Japanese Expansion in the Pacific

Hickam Field, Hawaii
Wake [sland
Attu island
Kiska |sland

These sites are recommended far designation as National Historic
Landmarks because they represent Japan's amazingly swift military
expansion the length and breadth of the Pacific Qcean in late 1947 and
early 1942. Hickam Field was Hawaii's largest and most impartant army
airfieid and, on December 7, 1341, the only field in Hawaii large enough
on which to land B-17 bombers., Japanese carrier pianes succeeded in
destroying American planes on the ground at Hickam and at other fields,
thus gaining air superiority to proceed with the attack on American
warships in Fear! Harbor.

Wake Isfand became a symbel of hope for Americans in the dark days
following Pearl Hartbor when its small defense force beat back Japan's
first attempt to capture the island, the only incident in the Pacific war
whare coastal defenses thwarted a landing force. Wwhen Japan capiured
the island in 2 second attempt, "Remember Wake" became a railying cry
for Americans determined to reverse the course of events in the Pacific.



Attu and Kiska istands at the western end af the Aleutians were the oniy
Morth American territory that Japan seized in Warld War . Their
capture was Japan's only morsel of success to come out of the
simultanegus Battle of Midway where beavy Japanese lgsses proved to be
the turning peint in the Pacific War. The successful recapture of Attu
by American forces, fighting in the area of the warid's worse weather,
forced the Japanese to withdraw secretly from Kiska in a brikliiant
manedver. American airfields developed on Attu allowed for the bombing
af the Kuriie Istands in northern Japan at a time when Japan was
otherwise beyond the range of Allied planes.

B. The United States Home Front

San Francisce Port of Embarkation, California

Camp Pendleton Marine Corps Base Landing Beaches, Califprnia
Puget Sound Mawval Shipyard, Washington

Japanese~American lnternment Camp, Manzanar, Califarnia

These sites are recommended for desigrnation as MNational Historic
Landmarks because they represent various aspects of the nation's efforts
to deal with the war both at home and in support of the fighting forces
in the Pacific.

San Francisce Port of Embarkation was the principal port an the West
Coast for delivering the personnel, materiel, weapans, and ammunition 1o
the fighting fronts in the MNorth, Central, South, and Saguthwest Pacific.
It overcame great adversities in wvast distances and rapidly <hanging
strategic situations to achieve its missian which was vital to Allied
SUCCess.

The Landing Beaches at Camp Pendleton are prime representatives of the
many sites in the United States and owerseas at which the U.5. Marine
Corps developed and perfected the doctrime and training technigues of
amphibious warfare, the warfare that socceeded time after time, islend
after island, andg landing after tanding in the Pacific.

Puget Sound Nawal Shipyard, during wortd War N, had drydocks large
enough to accommodate the largest battieships and aircraft carriers. The
battleships damaged in the feart Harbor attack were repaired here.
During the war it repaired and returned to duty 31 battleships, 18
carriers, and dozens of smaller warships. Its accomplishments
contributed to the successes of American task forces.

The Japanese-American Internment Camp at Manzanar was the first of ten
such camps to be established in the United States in world War il.  From
a background of racial prejudice, mistrust, and fear, American ¢itizens
were uprooted from their homes, denied their cgnstitutional rights, and
herded into primitive camps In isglated areas for most of the duration of
the war. Manzanar is representative of the ten camps.



C. Alaska and the Aledtians

Sitka Maval Base and Coastai Defenses

Kodiak Maval Base and Coastal Defenses

Dutch Harbor Maval Base and Coastal Defenses
Ladd Fietd

These sites are recommended for designation as MNational Historic
Landmarks because they represent the build-up of Alaska's defenses from
almgst nothing in 1238 ta a position of increasing strength by the time of
the Japanese attack on Duich Harbor and occupation of the western
Aleutians in 1942

Sitka's role in Alaska's defenses was important in the first months of the
war. The naval air station was the only defensive base in a!ll of
Southeast Alaska in the months following Pear! Harbor. Its patrol planes
ranged the coastal fiords and the Gulf of Alaska during the uncertain
months failowing Pear| Harbor.

kodiak, defended by ceastal artiilery, grew intg a strong advanced naval
base i time for the Japanese attack on the Aleutians. Whean the attack
came, Kodiak became the adwanced command post for the army, army air
force, and nawvy in Alaska. After these command posts moved forwarad in
1943, Kediak continued to make air, ship, and submarine patrols in the
North Pacific.

Dutch Harbor, defended by Fort Mears, was the navy's farthest west
base in Alaska when war came. Bombed for two successive days in 1942
when the Japanese inwvasion of the western Aleutians occurred, Qutch
Harbor remained an important base throughout the war. Besides
patrolling the Narth Pacific and Bering Sea, it served as & control point
for Sowviet ships carrying {end-lease supplies from HNorth America to
Siberia.

Ladd Field began as an Army Air Corps cold-weather experimental
station. During the war, it became the critical transfer site for American
iend-tease planes from American crews (o Soviet fiyers. By 1945, nearly
8,000 military aircraft were ftransferred to the Soviet Union at Ladd Fietd
for duty on the Russian front.

0. The Upited States Central Pacific Drive

Kwajzlein Island
Roi-Namur isiands
Truk Atoll

Saipan Island
Tinian Islang
Peleliu Island
B-29 Encia Gay
B-29 Bock's Car

These sites and ohjects are recommended for designation as Mational
Historic Landmarks because they represent the most important incidents in



the American drive across the Central Pacific, 1944-1345, which
contributed to the unconditional surrender of Japan.

Kwajalein istand was the scene of the United 3tates’ most dewastating
land, sea, and air bombardment in the Central Pacific. U.5. Army
amphibious troops captured Kwajalein and nearby islands after faur days
of bitter fighting in February 1944, its being the first Japanese tervitary
captured by the U.5. Army tn combat.

Roi-Namur Islands were captured by a U.5. Marine Corps amphibious
force in the startting shert time of less than two days. This was the
Marines' first conguest of Japanese territory. The swift capture of
Kwajalein Atoll allowed American forces to speed up the schedute for
future advances in the Central Paafic.

Truk Atoll was long considered the Japanese Gibraltar of the Pacific. In
a two~day raid by carrier aircraft of the U.5. Navy, Truk's usefulness
as a bhase for the Japanese navy was forever destroyed. The
simultanecus American invasion of Ernewetak Atoll in the Marshalls was
assured of success.

Saipan marked the Umited States' breaking the inner line of Japanese
defenses in the Pacific. After its conquest, Saipan became a base for
B-29 bombers for the long-ramge bombing of the Japanese homeland.

Tinian, the second of the Northern Marianas islands to falt to U.5.
forces, was the scene of the U.5. Marine Corps' perfect amphibious
ianding in the Pacific. American Seabees quickly constructed the world's
iargest wartime airfield on Tinian for the bombing of Japan. From here,
two nuclear weapans were flown to Japan to destroy Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, evenis that contributed to Japan's surrender and the end of
the worldwide war.

Peleliu Island was the scene of the most protracted battle of the Central

Pacific, Here, Japanese forces skillfully arranged their defenses in
depth, in contrast to earlier battles, and inflicted heavy casualties on the
American invaders. In the end, the Americans won, bringing to a close

the Central Pacific drive that Admira! Nimitz's forces had begun a year
garliar,

B-29 Encla Gay carried oul the grave mission of dropping the worid's
first muclear weapon on Hirgshima, Japan, in August 1345, an ewvent that
led to the conclusion of World War (! and forever changed the course of
woarld events.

B+29 Bock's Car dropped the United States' second, and last, nuclear
weapon on Nagasaki, Japan, bringing home to the Japanese governmant
the futility of continuing the war. Japan surrendered five days lataer.
The world, at last, was at peace.



PREVIOUSLY DESIGNATED SITES

A Mational Historic Landmarks

Alaska -- Skagway Historic District and White Pass, June 13, 1962,
Skagway was the ocean terminus of the White Pass and Yukon Route and
Canol pipeline, both of which contributed mightly to the construction of
the Alaska HMighway and a system of airfields across northwestern Canada
to Alaska for the movement of aircraft and supplies for Alaska's and the
Soviet Union's defenses.

California--Mare |sland Nawval Shipyard, May 15, 1975. The first per-
manent U.S. naval instaliation on the Pacific Coast, Mare |stand repaired
warships of the Pacific Fleet throughout the war.

Hawaii--U.5. Naval Base, Pearl Harbor, January 28, 1964. Cn December
7., 1847, a surprise Japanese atlack destroyed American air strength in
Hawaii and sank or damaged the principal ships of the U.3. Fleet in the
Pacific, beginning the Pacific war. {Batlleship USS5 Arizona at Fearl
Harbor has since become a natiohal memarial in the nmatignal park system.)

New Wexico--Trinily Site, December 21, 1963, Here, the world's first
nuclear device was exploded in July 1945,

Texas--USS "Texas", December &, 1976 Battleship Texas served in two
campaigns in the Pacific War, fwp Jima and Okinawa.

B. National Register of Historic Places

Alaska! Fort Abercrombie State Historic Site, Qctober 27, 1970,
P-38G Ligthning Fighter Aircraft, Attu, Jume 26, 1979.
D-240 Liberator Bomber Aircraft, Atka, July 26, 1879,

Califarmia; Fort Mason, Golden Gate Mational Recreation Area,
April 2%, 1972,
Manzanar War Refocatian Center, July 30, 1976.

Guam: Agat invasion Beach, March 4, 1975,
Hill a0, March 4, 1975
Orote Field, June 18, 1875,
Asan Ridge Battle Area, July 18, 1975.
Asan Memorial Beach Park, August 7, 18975,
Matgue River Valley Battle Area, Aprit 3, 1975,
Piti Coastal Defense Guns, December 22, 1976.
Dungcas Beach Defense Guns, December 22, 1876.
Matagua Hill Command Post, June 10, 1975,
Asan |nvasion Beach, February 114, 1979.
Mount Tenje Fortifications, March 13, 1879.
Japanese Light Tank, Model 95, December 19, 1979.
Yokai's Cave, January 16, 1880.



Hawaii:  Palm Circle Historic District, Fert Shafter, determined eligible,
1981.

Kwajalein Atoll: Kwajalein island Battlefieid, determined eligible,
August 1980,
Roi-Namur Battlefield, determined eligibie,
August 1980.

Majuro Atoll:  Marshall Islands War Memorial Park, septembar 30, 1978,

Ponape: Japanese Artillery Road and Fohndolap Area, Septembar 30,
1976.

S5aipan;: Banzai CIiff, Aaugust 27, 1976.
Suicide CIiff, September 30, 1976.
Isley Field, determined eligible, July 1980.

Tinian: North Field Historic District, determined eligible, August 23,
1682,

Truk Atoll: Japanese Army Headquarters, Dublon, September 303, 1976.

Tonotan Guns and Cawves, Moen, September 30, 1976,
Truk Lagoon Underwater Fileet, September 30, 1976.

OTHER S5ITES STUDIED

wheeler Fietd, Oahud, Hawaii. Principal Army Air Force fighter base in
Hawaii. Heavily attacked by Japanese aircraft on December 7, 1941,
Many aircraft destroyed on the ground and personnel casualties
contributed to Japanese air supremacy for the attack on the fleet in Pearl
Harbor.

Kaneche Maval Air Station, Oahu, Hawail. Base for navel patrocl planes,
neariy all of which were destroyed, along with hangars, by .Japanese
planes on December 7, 1941, giving Japanese aircraft a free hand for
their attack on the fleet in Pearl Harbor.

Midway Island. Failed abjective of the Japanese fleet in 1942 when the
U.5. Navy decisively defeated the lapanese at the Battle of Midway, the
turning point of the Pacific war. Midway was heavily bombed and strafed
during the battle,

Japanese Balloon-Bomb Site, Bly, Oregon. The site of the only HNorth
American casualties resulting from Japan's 1944-1945  balloon-bomb
gperation against the continent. Of the nearly 10,000 balloons launched,
only this one caused casuaities, killing a waman and five children. The
site is called the Mitchell Recreation Area.

whittier Cutoff, The Alaska Railroad. Constructed and operated by the
U.5. Army to provide an aiternative shorter railroad route from tidewater
to the interigr military posts thap that of the port of Seward.




Atka. .The most westerly of the Aleutian Islands from which the Army
and the Navy removed the Aleut inhabitants and placed them in a fareign
environmeant in Southeast Alaska for the duration of the war.

Marks Field, Nome. Refueling and repair field for Sowviet ferry pilots
flying nearly 8,000 tend-lease planes from Ladd Field near Fairbanks to
Siberia. Alsp used for the transport of diplomats and missions between
the United States and the Soviet Union.

Palm Circle, Fort Shafter, Hawaii, Headguarters (Pineapple Pentagon}
and residence of the Commanding General, U.5. Army Forces in the
Central Pacific Area. Lt. Gen. Robert C. Richardsan, Jr., accupied the
pesition from 1942 to 1945, Fort Shafter is believed to be the site of an
army revigew for President Frankiin D. Roosevelt in 1944.

CINCPAC Headguarters, Feart Harbor, Hawaii. Headguarters for Adm.
Chester W. Nimitz, Commander in Chief, Pacific, from 1942 to 1344 when
he moved to Guam.

Enewetak Atgll, Marshall Islands. Captured by U.5. forces in February
1944, Enewetak became an important airfield for the neutralization bombing
of Japanese installations on Wake, Ponape, and Truk.

Airfield 2, Ponape, Caroline Ilslands. Admiral Nimitz's Central Pacific
forces bypassed Ponape, bul American air power continued to keep the
island neutralized for the remainder of the war. Considerable evidence of
this bombing is found at Japanese Airfigld 2.

Airfield, Yap, Carcline Istands. Like fonape, Yap was a bypassed
isiand, Considerable evidence of the Japanese airfield remains:
revelments, bomb craters, antiaircraft guns, and five wrecked Zero
fighter planes.

Ulithi Atoll Lagogn. Captured without opposition by U.5. Army forces,
ttithi became an important fleet archorage for the U.5. HNavy,
particularly for the invasion of Okinawa in 1945.

French Frigate Shoals, Hawaii. Refueling site for two Japanese airgraft
that made a nuisance raid on Gahuy in 1942; later, a modest American
defense base,

Ewa Marine Corps Air Station, Oabu. Attacked by Japanese planes on
December 7, 1941, little remains of the station from that date. 1t i3 Now
part of a larger naval air station.

Cpana Radar 5ite, Oahu. Location of a mobile radar where two American
soldiers picked up the incoming Japanese planes on December 7, 1941,
Aithaugh the soldiers reported their observations, no action was taken at
military headguarters.

Johnston Istand. Shelled sewveratl times by Japanese ships and
submarines in December 1941, tiny Jobhnston [sland was later greatly
enlarged by dredging and became a ferrying and refueling stop for
aircraft flying to the South and Southwest Pacific.

10



Fort Stevens, Qregon. A Japanese submarine shelled the fort at the
mouth of the Columbia River in June 1942, Ail shelis missed their mark.

Japanese-American Internment Camps: Tule Lake, California; Minidoka,
Idaho; Heart Mauntain, Wyoming; Topaz, Utah; Grenada, Colorado, Poston
and Rivers, Arizona; and Rohwer and Jerome, Arkansas. whife site
integrity wvaries from camp to camp, little evidence of the wartime
internments remains.

Fort Glenn, Umnak, Alaska. tts airfield was huilt in secrecy before the
1942 Japanese attack on nearby Dutch Harbor. Umnak's fighters engaged
some of the Japanese Dlanes, shooting down three or four of them with a
lass of two of their own.

Amchitka, Alaska. This airfield, close to Japanese-held Riska, became
cperational in February 1943, From then until the Japanese withdrew in
July, Amchitka's planes bombed the enemy-held Aleutians.

Shemva, Alaska. Occupied by United States farces shortly after they
recaptured Attu, Shemys became an air base, sharing with Attu air raids
on Japan's Xurile Isiands. Although a 10,000-foot runway for B-29
bombers was constructed on Shemya, it was abandoned for the superior
flying conditions found in the Mariaznas when they were captured in 1944.

Harbor Defenses, Seward, Alaska. By the time the U.5. Army
completed construction of coastal batteries and harbor defenses at
Alaska's principal port and railroad terminus, the danger of Japanese
attack had greatly eased.

Majuro Atoff, Marshall !slands. Although Majure was the first Japanese
territory to be captured in Warld War 11, the fact that the Japanese had
abandoned it a vyear ear!ier diminished the significance of the ewvent.

Rota, Mariana islands. Rota was a bypassed istand in the Centrai
Pacific Campaign. Some evidence of the Japanese pariod remains: sugar
mill ruins, a coastal gun, and a hospital cave,

Angaur, Palau. Near Peleliu, Angaur was invaded by U.5. Army 1roops
at the same time. Following the relatively easy capture of this island,
the army force moved to Peleliu to complete the capture of that bloody
island.

Northwest Field, Guam, COrne of two B-29 bomber fields constructed on
Guam for the long-renge bombing of the Japanese homeiand. The field
hecame operational in early 1945.
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1. Name

hisloric Hickam Field

and o common Hickam &ir Force Base

2. Location

siree! & number ._ . not tgr publication
criy. town X vicwnity ol Honolulu
state HEWE“ rode 15 COUHT"" Honolulu code GUE
- - -
3. Classification
Category Owrnership Status Prazent Usa
X district X puphe X peocupied . _ agriculture . MuSEuUm
b1
___. building{s] — phivale . uneccupied _ commercial _ . park
. Slruciure both work In progress ... ®ducatignal . private resigence
site Pubiie Acguisition Accexssible _. . @antertainmernt 0 redigious
—_ object __ . inprocess _X_ yes: restricted . government _ scientific
-— being considered —  yes5: unrestricted .—— mdusinat — transporiation
.. no ){_ military ___ other:

4. Owner of Property

name .5, Departmenﬂt_nf the Ajr Force

street & number

cily, town Washingron .. vICInity ol siale  D.C

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds. etc. U5, Deﬁa_.rtment of the Air Fc:rce.

st regl_& number

city. town  Washington stare DG,

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

has this property heen delermined eligile? | YeE 5 - no

title

dale

_— lederal . _. slate . courly  _ _ local

cepositary far survay recoros

cily, 10wn state




7. Description

Condition - Check onw Chack one
X excelient . _ deteriorated unaltered X onginal site

good __ . ruins _X_ altered _.moved  date ) N
fair . _ unaxposed

Describe the present and sriginal (if known| physical appearance

The Army Air Corps established Hickam Field southesst of Pearl Harbor Naval
Base on Oahu, Hawaii, in 1935. The principal army field 10 Hawaii, Hickam was
the only one iarge encugh to handie the B-17 bamber. Three runways formed a
triangle. Today, these runways are either taxiways or atrcraft parking areas,
nther runways in other locations now serving the base. On the nerthwest side
of the Fformer northeast-southwest runway are the principal features and
structures that were attacked by Japanese aircraft on December 7, 1941.
Adjacent to the runway and parallel to it is the flight line, on which aircraft
were parked at the time of the attack.

Morthwest of the flight lime, from southwest to northeast are the following
structures: hangar 35, a huge, double hangar having iwin, rounded rocfs, a
raw of steel-frame hangars arranged in pairs--hangars 15 and 17, 11 and 13, 7
and 9, and 3 and 5; northeast of hangar 5 is the air operations building; and
beyond it is ame more pair of hangars, 2 and 4. All the hangars, including
those damaged in Lhe Japanese attack, are essentially as originally constructed,
Soma of them retain evidence of the attack such as bullet-splatters in cancrete
celumms and, in one instance, a bullet hoie clear through & steel column. The
hangars, like other early structures at Hickam, have elements of the art-deca
styleg of architecture, particularly on their corners.

Morthwest of hangars 7 and 3 is the huge, reinforced-concrete, three-story
former airmen's barracks, now the headquarters of the Pacific Air Farce as weli
as a personnel center. In 1941 the barracks was home far 3,000 enlisted men
and was calied Hale Makai. Japanese planes bombed and strafed the building,
setting it on fire. The bomb and fire damage has [ong since been repaired,
but a large numhber of spatter holes remain on the exterior walls where bullets
hit the concrete, Certain modifications have beern made to the structure's
external appearance. The most notable of these is 2 broad, two-story corridor
joining two wings at the northeast end of t[he building, which creates an
imposing, but compatible, entrance to the Pacific Air Force offices,

In the square on which the air operations building is located, northeast of
bangars 3 anmd 5, the Air Force displays a small collection of aircraft. These
planes do neot particularly relate o world wWar 1l and are not included in the
recommendation.

The recommended historic district includes the flight tine, hangars, air
operations building, and the former barracks. The district and structures
bordering on i, together with the tropical landscaping, make Hickam an area of
distinct wvisual charm. Here, one captures the feeling of the pre-Worid war [|
military environment in Hawali, as well as coming intoe contact with the physical
damage of Lhe surprise attack.
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Siatement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The boembing and strafing aof Hickam Field was an important abjective of the
Japarese task force that attacked ©Oghu on December 7, 1841. The success of
the Japanese attack on the American fleet in Pear| Harbor was dependent on lhe
destruction af American air power for two reasons: that Amertcan aircraft not
interfere with the attack itself, and that they not interfere with the successful
withdrawal of the task force once its mission was completed. On both accounts,
the Japanese carrier planes achieved averwheiming success. Hickam, along with
other military fields on Oahu, was rendered helpless when sixty percent af
Japan's striking force was concentrated against aircraft ang airfields.  Although
Japan experienced immediate wvictory, the surprise attack united the American
people in a fierce desire to reverse their losses. The planes were replaced,
the structures were rebuilt, the dead were revered, and the nation began the
lomg struggle to restore its position in the Pacific.

Hickam Field

Hickam Field, adjacent to Pearl Harber Naval Base, was established in 1935 as

Hawaii's principal army airfield and bomber base. |t was named in honor of Lt.
Coi. Horace Meek Hickam, a picneer aviatar whe had been killed in an aircraft
accident the year before at Fort Crockett, Texas. Itn 1947, Hickam was the

only airfield in Hawail baving runways long emough to handle the B-17 Flying
Fartress bombers, which were arriving in Hawail In increasing numbers. At
that time, the airfield was the headguarters of the Hawaiian Air Force, while
gperational units assigned to it included the Eighteenth Bombardment Wing and
the Hawaiian Air OCepot. Hickam was a handsome post architecturally, an
outstanding feature being the masonry-clad, octagonal water tower that stood
171 feet tall. This landmark was considered to be one of the most beauliful
man-made structures on Oahu. Almost as imposing was the recently completed
barracks building adjacent to the aircraft hangars. The construction
quartermaster had wanted to build several smaller barrachks dispersed over a
wide area, but the Army Air Corps had insisted on ocne siructure large enough
to house 3,000 enlisted men. Construction costs for the sprawling building
amounted to §6 miillian.
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On Sunday, December 7, 1941, fifty-cne planes were on the ground at Hickam,
most of them bombers. Aqﬂight of tweive B-17s were expected to arrive from
the mainland that morning.

The Attack

Alsa on the morning of December 7, 275 miles north of Cahu, Japanese pilots
aboard six aircraft carriers received final instructions for that day's mission.
The air attack on Oahu was to be executed by two waves of aircraft each
composed of three groups. The first wave's primary target was the battleships
and carriers (the carriers were absent) in Pear! Harbor, but the airfields were
to be hit first to prevent & counterattack against the Japanese bombers and
torpeda plangs. If the Japanese met with no opposition in the air, they were to
destroy grounded planes. The second wawve's mission was similar, except that
the attack on the airfields was to prevent a counterattack against the task force
itsalf.

The first wave of 183 planes (43 fighters, 4% high-level bombers, 31
dive-bombers, and 40 tarpedo planes) struck Qahu at 7:55% a.m. At Hickam
Field, Japarese Zero fighters and Val dive-bombers sirafed and bembed the
flight line and hangars, cancentrating an the B-17 bombers. In the midst of
the attack, the twelvée bombers from the maintand arrived, unarmed,
unsuspecting, and low on fuel. The Japanese attacked them in the air but most
of them, succeeded in landing at Hickam where they were attacked an the

groung. Later that marning, after the Japanese left Oahu, four of Hickam's
bombers succeeded in getting into the air to search, in vain, for the enemy
task force. The sscond wave of 167 planes struck Oahu at #3:40 a.m.

Dive-bombers, high-altitude bombers, and fighters hit Hickam Field in two
groups. By 9:45 a.m. the Japanese attack was aver,

1. The other principal airfieilds on Cahu in 19471 were:

Wheeler, an army fighter plane base, adjacent to Schofield Barracks

Ewa, a Marine Corps fietd, west of Peari Harbor

Ford |siand, carrier aircraft fieid, in Pearl Harbor

Kameohe, mnaval base for Catalina patrel planes, on windward Oahu
By late 1941, the army was enlarging Bellows Field, near Kaneche, for B-17s
which were beginning o cause congestion at Hickam.

2. One B-17 crash-landed at Bellows Field, bringing that area to the attention
. of the Japanese. Another made a forced landing on a golf course.
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Hickam took stock af its wounds. About half of its planes had been destroyed
or severaly damaged. Thres hangars, 9, 13, and 15, had been directly hit,
hangar 13 being reduced to a twisted ruin. Hangars 7 and 11 had been
damaged when a bomb expioded between them. The Hawaiian Air Depot was
largely destroyed. Several base facilities, including the fire station, chapel,
and guardhouse, had been damaged. The hig barracks had been repeatedly
strafed and bombed and a portion of the structure was on fire. Many enlisted
men had been at breakfast when the attack began. A bomb hit the mess hall in
the center of the building, whare 35 men were killed. Fifteen c¢ocks who had
taken shelter in a cold storage were all killed from concussion. All told
Hickam's casualties amounted to 121 men kilied, 274 wounded, and 37 missing.

while the Japanese had succeeded in their objectives, they had ignored the vitai
repair facilities and the gasoline storage tanks at Hickam, Pearl Harbor, and
elsewhere on Cahu. Hickam Field guickly emerged from the attack stronger
than before, playing an important role in Worlid War 1l and in Pacific wars
since. Today, it is the headguarters of the Pacific Air Farce.

3. Total army casualties on CGahu ameounted to 218 killed and 384 wounded or
missing. MNawval casualties were much heavier, 2,008 Killed and 710 wounded.
The army had 77 planes destroyed and 128 damaged; and the navy and Marine
Corps lost 87 aircraft and had 31 damaged.
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BOUNDARY

Beginning at & peoint at the southwest corner of the intersection of Vickers
Averue and E Street, then in a straight line southeasterly along the west curb
of E Street ta its intersection with Hangar Awvenue, then in a straight line
northeasterly along the south curb of Hangar Avenue for 1,000 feet to its
intersection with an uJnnamed street ceming from the scutheast, then in a
straight line in a southeasterly direction along the west curb of this unnamed
street to its intersection with Freedom Avenue, them in & straight line
southwest along the north curb of Freedom Awvenue to its intersection with F
Street, then southeasterly in a straight line along the west curb of F Street to
the point where the flight [ine's and the former runway's boundaries meet, then
im a straight line socuthwest along this boundary for a distance of 3,200 feet,
then in a straight line northwest 900 feet to the west side of the west deors of
hangar 35, then in a straight line southwest along the southsast end of hangar
35 to 1st Street, then in a straight line along the east curb of 1st Street for a
distance of 800 feet, then in a straight line northeast along the northwest end
of hangar 35 to B Street, then in a

straight line southeast along the west curb of B Street to its interseclion with
Hangar Avenue, then in a straight line northeast along the south curb of
Hangar Avenue to its intersection with D Street, then in a straight line
northwest aiong the east curb aof D Street to its intersection with Vickers
Avenue, then in a straight line northeast along the south curb of Vickers
Avenus to the paint of beginning.
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Courtesvy, Hational Archives
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2. Hangar Wo. 11, Hickam Fieid, Lecember 7,

Courtesy, Defense Audiovisual Agency

1941,




-
-

4. Entiscoed men's Sarracks, itickam Fie:id, December 7, 1931,

. Cocrsesv, Defense dudicvisgal dgencxy



5. Casualties at the enlisted men's barracks, Hickam Field, Decamber 7, 1941,

COutLesy,

5. Bullet holes still pockmark the barracks' walls.
administrative bullding.

Phota by E.M. Thompson

The structure now i3 an

Octochber 1983
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1. Name

histaric Wake Island

and gr common

2. Location

streel & number

—_ not lar publication

ciry. town . .ovicimty ol
state Pacific Ocean code —— gounty code ——
» - -
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—_ distrigt X public pErupied . agriculiure —. Museum
- — buildingtsy _ private B ungoupied — - Commercial .— park
structure .. both — work in progress ecucational — private residence
X site Public Acguisition Accessible enterlainment - -_ religious
—.—. object . — Ih process X vyes: restricled .. .. government .. seientific
being considered . yes: unrestricted - intusirial __ transporiation
. no 25 mitary .. _ other:
4. Owner of Property
name United States Air Forge o _
street & number o
city. town  Hickam Air Force Base _ X viginity of Honolulu state Hawaii 26853

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry ol deeds, etc. 15th Air Base Wing

street & number Pacific Air Force

city. town Hickam Air Force Base state  Hawaii 96853

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

e MNone . hasthis property been determined efigible?  yes X 1o

dale tederal . _ state . counly local

depo_sii_ﬂry tor SUrvey records

city, 1awn



7. Description

dition Chack ans Check one
.Exceilent — . deteriorated  _. unaltered _X ariginal site
¥ onod X ruins X altered moved  date oo o
A tair __ . unexposed

Dascriba the pressnt and original | known) physical appearance

Wake_ lsland s a coral atell comprised of three isiands cloesely surrounded by 2
reef. The islands form a V; Wake, the largest island, Forms the apex of the
¥, while Peale and Wilkes islands are the tips. The sides of the ¥V are about
five miles in length; the circumference is twelve miles; and total land area
amounts to 2,600 acres. The islands are relatively flat, the highest elevatiaon
above sea level is 21 feet. Coconut palms are not native ta Wake; the land,
where it has not been cleared, is covered with thick, scrubby wegetation. HNo
sources of fresh water exist except rainwater. Wake is subject to fierce
typhoons, and permanent slructures are designed to withstand such storms.
Good roads connect the three islands, a causeway, built by Seabees in 1946,
leading from Wake to Wilkes {in 1941, naval boats ferried between the two}, and
a steel and plank bridge joining Wake and Peale. Paralleling this bridge are
the ruins of a Japanese-buill caussway.

Wake Isiand

wWake Istand proper is the center of operations today. Detachment 4, Fifteenth
Air Base Wing aperates the sirfield and its commanding officer is the island
commander . A coniractor employs about 400 civilians, mostly Filipinos, to
provide support activities. The 10,000-foot runway lies esast and west along the
sauthern flamk of the isfand, on the same alignment as the shorter 1941
FUNwWay . Administrative offices are in a large, modern terminal building.
Service and maintenance shops extend north from the east end of the runway.
Beyond these is a huge water catchment that coligcts rainwaler. Paralteling the
eastern shore is a large housing complex, now mostly abandoned. anocther
housing area, for civilians and wvisitors and complete with mess and recreation
facilities, is at the northwest end of wake, on the site of the pre-war
contractor's camp, Camp Two. Petrocleum  storage  facilities stand at  the
southwest end of the isiand, where an entrance channel and small boat harbor
have been dredged between it and Wilkes. The gntrance channel originally led
into the lagoon but is now closed off by the causeway jaining Wake and wilkes.

Past-war developments, such as the runway and housing developments, have
eliminated evidence of the Japanese occcupation, 1941-1945, from parts of the
island. Yet, much remains: the admiralty command post near the bridge to
Peale, more than twenty concrete pillboxes on the ocean beaches, four
semicircutar bombproof blockhouses, an unusual rock-walled aircraft revetment,
an antiaircraft gun battery (no weapons), ammunition magazines, sewveral
bombproof storage buildings, and the ruins of the Japanese power plant. Along
the beach on either side of the =ast end of the runway are large complexes of
collapsed wood and  earth bunkers. In this rubble are an 8-inch gun
emplacemert and parts of & coastal searchlight.

1. Although an atoll, Wake is officially called an island, in the singular form.
The origins of this usage seem to be the pre-war U.S. Navy's desire to
distinguish Wake from other atolis, most of which were Jédpanese terrilory.
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Less remains from the 1941 American build-up. The most impressive features
are three large reinforced-concrete, igloo-type magazines which played
important roles during the fighting. A 3-inch, U.5. antiaircraft gun, M3,
1941, is mounted as a memorial in the c¢ivilian residential area. This weapon is
believed to be a wveteran of the battle for Wake. Post-war memorials inctude a
manument dedicated to U.5. Marines, a monument far the Japanese garrison
which was erected by Japan Air Lines, and a chapel. All three are across the
road from the air terminal-Air Force headguarters building.

Wilkes |Isfand

Wilkes is unoccupied today. Petrpleum storage tanks stand near its east end
and a navigation beacon stands in the center of a farge cleared area at its west
end. An incomplete entrance channel, which was being dredged at the time of
the Japanese altack, almost bisects the island. This c¢hannel was being
constructad for a proposed submarine base. West of the channel, a maze of
Japanese rock-walled trenches and rifle-pits ("spider holes") remains near a
lare American antiaircraft gun empiacement. A similar complex is found east of

the channel. One or twe anti-tank ditches protect the shores. The most
poignant reminder of the war s a large corat boulder lying on the lagoon
beach. Carved on this Prispner of war Rock is "PW,5-10-43." The unknown

carver had Lo hawve been one of 98 American civilians on Wake whom the
Japanese killed later jn 1943,

Peale Island

Peale Island is also unoccupied except for two or three people living near the
bridge. Elsewhere on the island are two or three beach houses, an airmen's
open-sided beach cfub, an copen-sided theater, and other modest racreational
facilities. Toward the west end is an abandoned .5, Coast Guard loran
station. The west end itself has been set{ aside as a bird sanctuary and is
off-limits. (At sunset, the air is black with birds coming back to tand.)

Peaie is covered with the wreckage of war. Ruins of the Pan American hotel,
gutbuildings, and clipper pier; the Nawvy's seaplane ramp and concrete aircraft
parking area; and the cogcrete floors and lower walls of several naval air
statipn structures survive. Japanese ruins gn Peale are extensive. At lagst

2. There is some confusion in official records whether the Mavy or Pan
American constructed the seaplane ramp. The writer believes the Navy did the
work as part of its naval air statiom and that Pan Americarn used the facility
when it resumed operations in the Pacific after the war,
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six large anti-tank ditches are extant. Many infantry rifle-pils remain along
Lhe seaward shore., A tew underground struclures exisl in theainter‘ior af the
island, as do earthen reveiments that once contained buildings. One existing
frame building, sunk into the earth, is possibly Japanese. | sa, it is a rare
survivar inasmuch as few frame buildings of Japanese construction remain in the
Central Pacific.  The portion of the ocean shore in front of the nawval air
station ruins on Peale is protected by 2 concrete seawall. Whether it was
constructed by Americans or Japanese cannot be determined. In the middle af
the wall a pillbox has been incorporated that is definitely of Japanese design.
On the northwest coast of the island stands a huge 8-inch Japanese gun of
British manufacture. While the gun tube is sound, the steel shisglding around
the weapon has greatly rusted away, 2 testimony to the excessive humidity of
trapical istands. Nearby, a large earth-covered, concrete ammunition magazine
may be entered. Other garthen mounds in this vicinity may contain structures
but any entrances have been buried. Not far from the gun, toward the west,

i5 a semicircular concrete blockhouse. Inscribed on its roof, while the cancrete
was still wet, is "10-4-42," probably the work of another doomed American
civiliam.

Hegrettably, no physical evidence remains of three 5-inch naval gun batteries
that were on wake in 1947, one on each island. With these guns, U.5. Marines
drove off the enemy’'s first invasion farce.

Post-war construction has been largely restricted to Wake Island proper. The
U.5. Navy occupied the island from 1945 to 1947, wusing it as & refueling stop
for trans-Pacific naval and army transport flights and a weather station. The
Federal Awiation Administration (FAA) oversaw commercial and military Pacific
flights from 1947 to 1972. During this period many of the modern struciures
now found on the island were buflt. WwWith the introduction of long-range jet
aircraft, Wake was no longer required as a refueling stop and the FAA
relinquished its facilities to the U.5. Air Force in 1972.

Areas Recommended for Nomination

The areas recommended Ffor nomination as & National Historic Landmark are:

Peale fsland. All of Feale Island st as to include all Japanese structures,
ezrthworks, weapons, and fortifications; the ruins of the Pan American Airways

discernible an the surface, The Japanese enlisted garrison of neariy 4,000 was

. 3. )t is likely that additional underground structures exist that are not now
housed an Peale.
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establishment; and the ruins of the U.5. Mawval &ir Station. Features on FPeale
not  included are the abandoned WU.5. Coast Guard Station, present-day
recreation facilities, and employee residences.

Wilkes Island. All of Wilkes lIsland so as to include all Japanese structures,
earthworks, and fortifications; the U.5. antizircraft gun emplacement; and the
Prisoner of War Rock. Features on Wilkes not included are the navigation
beacon and petroleum storage tanks.

Wake Island. All areas that hawve Japanese structures and fortifications,
including command posts, blockhouses, pillbaxes, power plant, storehouses,
magazines, aircraft revetmertis, gun emplacements, rifle-pits, and earthworks;
the two memorials o the W.5. Marines and Japanese forces; and the American
ammunition magazines. Features on Wake |sland not included are all post-war
construction, such as the runway, tadiways, aircraft and other maintenance
areas and buildings, air terminal-headquarters, water catchments, residential
areas, and petrpleum storage areas.

Also recommended for nomination are the bridge and causeway between Wake
and Peale islands, the entrance channel between Wake and wWilkes islands, and
the unfinished channet on Wilkes. Not included are the small boat harbor and
the causeway between Wake and Wilkes.
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Period Areas of Signiticance—Chack and jusiify below
prefistonic archaglogy-prehistonec community planmng . landscape architecture . religion
140014849 archeology-historic congervation .o haw —. &cience
.. . 1500-1599 .. agriculture . BEONGMics . litarature sculpture
. t60D-t1a49 _ archilecture education W miditary  social
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1800-1899 . Gommerce explaration settlement | philgsaphy -. theater
A 1900- comrmunications rdustry ... patitics government Iransponfalion
inventcn .. ather {specify)
Specitic dates 1941- 15945 Builder Architect

Statement of Significance [in one paragraph)

The success of the U.S. Marines in driving off the first Japanese inwvasion
attempt at Wake, just three days after the Japanese destroyed most of the
battleships of the Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harber, was of the utmost importance to
the morale of the American peopls. The apocryphal message from the Marine
commander, "Send us more Japs," became the rallying cry of the nation at a
time of dark despair. When Wake fell to the tapanese just before Christmas
Eve, 1941, national sentiment to get on with the war rose to a new pitch.
“Remember Wake" became almeost as popular a patriotic sfogan as "Remember
Pearl Harbar." Aiso significant is the fact that the Marines' success against
the first Jtapanese attack was the only Lime in the Pacific War that coastal guns
drove off an amphibious landing.

The capture of Wake was impertant to Japan for this removed a threal to jts

line of defense from Tokyo to the Marshall |siands and it was a step closer to a
. future target, Midway.

Fartifyving Wake

Mamed for 3 British sea captain, William Wake, who passed by in 1796, wake
lsland remained unclaimed for another century, The isolated, waterless atoll
drew little interest in itself. {istances alone helped to explain its neglect:
2,300 miles from Honolulu, 1,385 miles from Tokyo, and 1,510 mites from Guam.
Commo. Charles Wilkes, UU.5. Nawvy, visited Wake in 1840 on his famous voyage
of exploration, but the United States took little other interest in the speck of
land wuntil it went to war with Spain in 1898, With the acquisition of Hawail,
Guam, and the Philippines, the United States saw the importarnce Wake could
have in trans-Pacific communications.

on July 4, 1888, U.5. Army Transport Thomas dropped anchor off the island.
Maj. Gen. Wesiey Merritt went asEmre, claimed the istand for the United States,
and raised the Stars and Stripes.

1. The Japanese altacked Wake on December 10, Hawaiian time, or December
11, Wake time. Alsoc, wake is 2% hours behind Hawaii.

| z. In 1822, Edwin H. Bryan, Honolulu, discovered a section of a flagstaff an
. Wilkes Island that had "USAT THOMAS" burned on it. In 1899, the Navy
landed on Wwake and again took formal possession. Edwin H. Bryan, Jr.,

American Polynesia and the Hawalian Chain (Honolulu, 1942), p. 211; Capt.
E.A. Junghans, USN, "Wake, 1568-1946," {.5. Marine Carps Records, World

war ||, Washingten National Records Center, Suitland, MD, hereinafter cited as
WHRC .
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In 1923, a joint scientific expedition sponsored by Yale University and Bishop
Museum, Haonolulu, explored and charted Wake, naming the three islands for
Captain Wake, Commodore Wilkes, and Titian Peale, who was Wilkes' naturalist.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed an Executive Order in 1934 giving the
Navy Department jurisdiction owver the island.

Pan American Airways applied in 1935 for permission to establish a seaplane
base at wake for its "Clipper" flying boats, the pioneer trans-Pacific air route:
San Francisco, Hawaii, Midway, Wake, Guam, M™anila, and later, Hong Kong.
Permission granted, a supply ship reached Waks in May 1935, Peale island was
selected as the base site; a one-story hotel was comstructed {the flight across
the Pacific then took six days), hydroponic wvegetable gardens were established,
and the essential rainwater catchments were built. The first Clipper swooped
inte the lagoon within two months, beginming once-a-week trans-Pacific service.

Hot until 1938 did the Mavy take a hard look at wake, when a board of officers
recommended its developmen! as an outlying base. Congress appropriated the
funds, and the contractor, Marr‘g‘son-ﬁnudsen Company of Baise, |daho, arrived
on the island in January 1947 8y December, the contractor had a force of
1,146 civilians on the istand and the work of building a naval air station was 65
percent completed. The necessary equipment and materials were on hand to
complete construction by the summer of 1942,

The 1st Defense Battalion, U.5. Marine Corps, under Maj. James F.S.
DCevereaux, began arriving on Wake in August 1941 and established a tent camp
at the southwest end of wake Isfand (Camp One). By Octoher, 15 officers and
373 Marines were on  the island. Their days were filled with work:
constructing  their own quarters, emplacing eoastal and antiaircraft guns,
refueling by band B-17 bombers en route to the Fhilippines, and acting as
stevedores when supply ships arrived. Their strength was augmented on
Cecember 4 with the arrival of Maj. Paul 4. Putnam's Marine Fighter Sgquadron
211 with twelve F4F3 Grumman Wiidcats flying in from carrier USS Enterprise.
Major Deversaux was superseded as island commander on November 28 with thg
arrival of Comdr. Winfield Scett Cunningham, U.S. Navy, who established his
headquarters at Camp Two. Comdr. Campbell Keene, U.S5. Navy, commanded
the naval air station itself. By December 7, 1941, Wake's population amounted
to over 1,700 men:

2. Morrison-Knudsern was a part of a larger conglomeration, Contractors
Pacific Naval Air Bases, which undertook construction at several Pacific isiands
and in Alaska at this time.
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Nawvy iz

army Signal detachment 6

15t Marine Defense Battalion 3789

Marine Fighter Squadron 217 59

Pan American {mastly from Guam)} 0

Contractors, Pacific Nawal Air Bases 1,148

The island's principal defenses consisted of three batteries of S-inch guns
removed fram ald battleships. These two-gun batteries were seft up at Peacock
Paint on the south tip of Wake, Kuku Point at the west end of Wilkes, and Toki
Foint at the west end of Peale. Each island had a hattery of four 3-inch
antiaircraft guns, but there wers not sufficient crews to man al! these weapons.
Twenty-four .50 caliber machine guns supplemented the antiaircraft defense,
and a number of .30 caliber machine guns covered the beaches. No radar had
heen installed. The men on Wake were aware of the tense siluation in the
Pacific as 1941 drew ic a clese. At ane paint, diplomatic protocel caused Major
Devereaux to entertain the Japanese diplomat, Saburc Kurusu, en route to
Washington for his infamous nsagotiatians with the United Sltales government.
The first Japanese homb fell on Pearl Harbor at 7:55 a.m., December 7. Word
of the attack reached Wwake within an hour and a hall. |Immediately, battle
stations were manned. Four Wildcats were already on patrol.  The China
Clipper had just left for Guam, but returned to Wake to wvolunteer a search
patrol.  While the Clipper was still on the water, at 11:58 a.m. {(Z2:28 p.m.
Hawaiian time), eighteen Japanese bombers flew low and fast over Wake bombing
and strafing the airfield. In a few seconds, 23 officers and men of the fightar
squadren were dead, and another 11 wounded. Seven of the eight planes on
ithe ground were destroved, and the eighth was damaged. The Japanese made a
second run over Peale tsland hitting the naval air station and Pan American
installations, killing ten civilians., As quickly as they had arrived, the enmemy
planes disappeared, returning to Roi airfield at Kwajalein Atoll, 720 miles away.

On each of the next two days, 27 bombers returned to the attack. The new
naval-civilian hospital at Camp Two was destroyed and 21 men killed. Two of
the 5-inch guns were damaged. A large store of dynamite at the new channel
an Wilkes was detonated. The attacks were not one-sided though; Marine pilots
shot down three of the bumbers. HNew hospitals were established in two of the
four iglpo magazines on the east side of Wake.

Just after midnight on the morning of December 11 {December 10 in Hawaii},
island defenders sighted flashing lights aff-shore, indicating that a Japaness
task force had arrived., At daybreak, the warships closed Peacock Point and,
apparently believing that Wake had heen seriously weakened by bombing,
turned to the northwest, paraliel to the south sbore, firing and closing as they
proceeded. The Marines held their fire untif the vessels were within ranges of
from 4,500 to 6,000 yards. Within minutes, a Japanese destiroyer was sunk and
two cruisers, two destroyers, and a transport were damaged. The Japanese
force withdrew from the action with all possible speed.
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The four surviving Wildcats ftoock to the air armed with two 100-pound bombs
and .30 caliber machine guns each. Expending their ammunitiocn with speed,
they returned to the field for more {two planes each managed to make Four
sorties before distances became too great). Capt, Henry T. Elred, USMC, who
already had two bombers te bis credit, by some lucky chance got one of his
small bombs below the decks of a destroyer. A fire started and within thirty

miles of wake, the destroyer blew up and sank.4

Considerably wiser and poorer, the Japanese returned to their raval base at
Kwajalein. The wMarines and civilians who had wvoluntesred to heip were
jubilant. The& only serious damage that occurred was to Elrod's plane that had
been hit by Japanese fire and crashed on landing. Wake’s air power was down
to three plartes and one ¢of them needed its engine replaced. The two ocparable
planes soon had 1o take off again when 18 Japanese planes bombed Peacock
Point at 9:4% a.m. This raid was as fruitless as the task force's, and the
Marines claimed three down and a ‘probable.” That evening, Commander
Cunningham ordered a common grave prepared for Wake's dead, military and
civilian. On this same day, Guam fell to the Japanese.

Curing the next eleven days, the Japanese bombed Wake eight times.
Devereaux’s earth and log command post was blown up and he set up 3 new
headquarters in one of the igloo magazines where Waks's sale remaining radio
reported the island’s fate Lo the putside world., Enemy planes systematically
demolished everything above ground and the survivors guickly learned to live
underground. On December 20, a navy patrol bomber arrived from FPeart
Harbor bearing mail and news. For a brief tirne.s rumors spread that a task
farce from Pearl was coming for the relief of Wake.

On December 2T apd 22, Japanese carrier plames from Soryd and Hiryu roared

over the island, wake's defenders reasfized this signaled the approach of
4, At the time, Marines thought the ship was a cruiser.
3. it was rmore than a rumor, A task force centered around carrier USS

Saratoga departed Pear! Harbor December 15. When the Japanese landed on
wake in their second asszauit, the task force was 425 miles from the island.
Even before news of Wake's surrender was received, Pearl Harbor recalled the
ships. Sarmuel Eliot Morison, The Rising Sun in the Pacific, 1931-April 1942
{Boston, 1948, reprint 1982), pp. 235-252.

. &, Both carriers had participated in the attack on Peari Harbar.
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another Japanese invasion force. Im the second carrier strike, Wake's two

surviving aircraft took to the air. ©Cne pilot was wounded but managed to
bring his damaged plane down, but it would never fly again. The other Marine
pilot did not returm. Major Putnam gathered the remnants of his air force and
reported to Major Deveresaux for duty as ground troops. As darkness fell on
Wake, the defenders observed flashes of light at sea.

After the repulse at Wake, Rear Admiral Sadamichi Kajioka had reorganized his
task force at Kwajalein Atoll. For a week the enlarged force trained in landing
exercises. |t sortied on December 20 and procseded Lo Wake. The twa carriers
were already in the aréa. A support group of six cruisers took station east of
Wake in the event American forces adwvanced from Pearl Harbor., The enemy
plart, which was realized, was to have landing craft place troops at Peacock
Paint on Wake Island and on the south shore of Wilkes with the mission of
silencing the 5-inch gun batteries. Meanwhile, two destroyer transports would
head slraight for the reef on the south side of Wake at 12 knots and
deliberatety bteach themselves Lo ensure that the troops reached the shore.

. At 2:45 a.m., December 23, the two transports rammed the reef and began

disgorging from 330 to 800 Special Nawval Landing Force troops., Facing them

were 85 Marines, including a hamdful of Marine airmen under Captain Elred.

The Marines had emplaced & 3-inch gun near the runway and opened fire on the

transports, setting them on fire. Machine guns along the beach added their

slpport, and the 3-inch guns on Peale Island fired across the lagoon at the

vessels. Elrod's men were forced back to the gun position where they held out

far six hours while surrounded by socme 200 enemy. In the end, Elrod was

shot and killed. A navy captain wrote of the gallant Marine, "Ne one present

contributed more to t?e defense of the island than he; prokably npo one

contributed as much." At 5:30 a.m., Commander Cuoningham radiesd his
famed repoert to Pear| Harbor, "Enemy has landed. Issue in doubt.”

The Japanese adwvanced across the runway, siowed temporarily by maching gun
fire but famning out to the west and east. Small pockets of Marines in their
rear continued to resist. About 6:00 a.m., & group of 40 Marines established a
last-ditch ling across the island in the wvicinity of Devereaux's command post.

Meanwhile on Wilkes |sfand, Marine artillerymen took on the 100-man Japanese
force landing there. Although  the enemy quickly owverran the 3-inch
antigircraft battery, the Marines prevented the Japanese from expanding their
beachhead. At dawn, counteratitacking fraom east and west, the Marines overran

. 7. Junghams, "Wake," p. 12.
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the Japanese position, practically annihilating the enemy. Unfertunately, Capt.
W. McC. Flatt was unable to contact Devereaux by radio to inform him af the
Wilkes success. Back on wake, Devereaux could see Japanese flags flying on
Wilkes and assumed that the island had been lost. Platt gathered his men and
two prisoners and started far Wake.

In his command post, Devereaux had lost contact not only with Wilkes Island
but with his Marines al Peacock Point {which apparently had been overrun} and
Camp One. He was able to reach Cunningham at Camp Two and called him to
discuss the situation. Cunningham igfﬂr‘n‘led Him that he had |earned there
would ke no relief from Pear! Harbor. At 9:00 a.m., Cunningham decided to
surrender and so informed the Marines. Devereaux, armed with a white flag,
advanced south along the road until he met a Japanese officer. For the next
six hours, escorted by a Japanese guard, he trudged over Wake ordering his
disbelisving mer to surrender. When he reached Wilkes Island, he learned of
the Marines' successful defense.

American caswualties from December £ to 23 were estimated at 109 killed: 49
Marines (including 33 from Sguadron 211%, 37 contractor civilians, 13 naval
personnel, and 10 Pan American employees. The Japanese took about 1,600
prisoners, of whom 450 were military personnel. Japanese losses for the period
were eztimated at 700 killed on land, at sea, and in the air.

Wake Under the Rising Sun

Americans an Wake spent a rainy Christmas Day, 1941, camped in the apen air.
That evening they moved inte the battered barracks at Camp Two. The
Japanese immediately put able-bodied prisoners to  work  constructing
fortifications and improving the airfield, wusing American heavy equipment and
materials. Military and the important ctvilian prisoners were evacuated to China
ot January 12, 1342. A small group of wounded personnel was shipped
separately to Japan. ©On September 30, 1942, all remaining prisaners except 92
civilians, were transported te prison camps in China. The 98 men retained on
Wake were heavy eguipment gperators whose skills the Japanese required in
building the adwvanced base. No word was haard of these men until after the
war, when it was lgarned that in October 1943, following an American carrier

8. It is apparent that little rapport existed between the two officers.  After
the war, both wrote books defending their individual wviews concerning events
on wake. Cunningham was bitter when he learned that Devereaux and the
Marines were regarded as heroes, while he, the island commander, was wirtually
ignored.
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strike, the Jtapanese commander, Rear Adm. Shigumatsu Sakaibara, ordered
them shot. The killing tocok place on the north shoreguf Wake l|sland, possibly
on or near the site of a grove of ironwood trees today.

Japan's defenses on Wake were substaniial. Approximately 65 pieces of artillery
ranging from captured American 3-inch antiaircraft guns to B-inch coastal guns,
were revelted with coral. Twenty-four light tanks were brought lo the island.
Atrcraft strength peaked at 55 bombers and fighters in Apeil 1943, The
combined army and navy garrison on Wake reached a total of more than 4,403,
the last significant reinforcement arriving in Januoary 1344 just prior to the
American invasion of the Marshalls.

Curing 1942, the United States paid retatively little attention to the Japanese
build-up on Wake. In February 1943, Vice Adm. William F. Halsey, Jr., led an
agrigl and nawval bombardment on Japanese pc:rrﬁ[iﬂns. Army bombers, staging

through Midway, raided the island in June. As 1943 progressed and the
United States prepared for fts drive through the Central Pacific, the number
and intensity of attacks increased. In October, a six-carrier task force carried

out a 1Iwo-day operation against Wake with both carrier and land planes
participating. This altack succeeded inm eliminating Japanese air strength on
the island and destroyed ninety percent of the buildings. The capture of
Kwajatein and Enewetok atolls in the Marshalls in February 1944 gave the
Americans additional bases for launching land planes against the island. By
early 1944, an air and paval blockade of Wake was complete. The last Japanese
supply ship reached the island in December 1943, Only an gccasional submarine
arrived at Wake during the rest of the war. Food supplies became desparately
short. it was estimated that 1,500 men died as a result of malnutrition by
August 1945, In addition, the United States allowed a Japanese hospital ship to
remove nearly 1,000 malnutrition cases in July 1845,

Admiral 5Sakaibara surrendered Wake on September 4, 1945, anly 1,240 men
remaining in his command. The American decision to bypass the isfand amd to
neultralize it had proven wise. Wake Island prepared to resume its role in
trans-Pacific transportation and communications.

9, Admiral Sakaibara was exacuted on Suam in June 1947,

0. Army bombers had attempted earlier that month to bomb Wake, but were
unable to find it. Maj. Gerr. Clarence L. Tinker, commanding general, Seventh
Air Force, and his plane disappeared in the Pacific on this flight.
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GECOGRAPHICAL DATA

The boundary is the outer edge of the reef that surrounds Wake Island so as to
include the reef, the three islands, and the lagoon. This houndary
entcompasses all American and Japanese struciures, earthworks, fortifications,
and weapons that are found owver all of the three islands from the period 1941
to 1245, It includes the reef where Japanese forces landed. it alsc includes
the land areas on Wilkes and Wake where fighting occurred and the land area
an Peale where Japanese enlisted men were garrisoned.

All post-war develapments, while within this boundary, do not contribute to the
significance of Wake's World war il history and are exempted.
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2. Entrance Co ap American igleo-type magazine. In
Decembpr 1941, two of these magazines served A3 hogpitals,
one was the Marines' command post, ord omly the fourth
cont knued ta grorc aeriz] bowhs. Only three remain,

Fhota by E.N. Thoapson Octoher 1083

5. Ome of fiye Japanese semicircular bleckhoueges, each
with threc emhrasgures, on Wake. They are modified
weratons of the gircular, four-eshtasure hlockhouses
frind on Rel and Safpan Islanda.



T. Hock-—walled Japanese trench on Wilkes. A mumber of
these teenches have survived pa well as rifle plts and

egrtacn peraonncl shelters.

Fhato by E.N. ThompRoo

Oceoher 1983

9. Peale Island. Concrete rulns of a large building et
the &smarican naval air statien which was still under con-

styuction when Japan attschked.

Phote by E.N. Thompsaon

October [983
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ti. Frame structore inglde an sztrthen reverment on Peale.

If Japanese, it
sfruction.

Photo by E.B. Thompsen

}2. lapanecc
Paclilc ODcean.
Great Britain.

Photo by E.N.

iz a rare surviver of this rype of ¢con-
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2-ineh coastal pun on Pealse overlooking the
Japan putchased thls type of weapon from

Thompaon Ozcober 1963
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1. Name

histone - At Battlefield and U.S. Army and Navy Airfields on Aty

and or cammgn

2. Location

— ot tor pubklication

street & number  Attu [stand In the Aledtian Islands

City. town . wicinaty of
slate Alaska code 0z County code 010
» u L]
3. Classification
Catagory Dwnership Status Present Use
.. distrigt X pubirc XK. occupied .. agrigulture -—  mugsum
— _ builing(s) _._ private unoccupied - _cammercal - park
— Struclure .— .- both Work In progress .~ educational __ private residence
X _site Public Acquisitign Accessible enlerlainment — - religious
. objem —._- in process & yes:restncted X . government . - scientitic
- - being coansidered yes. unresinicted - industrigl —_ fransparalion
. ng X miltary _X_ atner: Befuge

4. Owner of Property

name LS. Fish and Wildlife Service, Dept. of the Interior_ _

strest & number __1131_1 E. Tud_gr H_t_:l'gﬁ______

cily. lown Anchorage —-.. vicinity of stale Alasksy

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse. regisiry of deeds. etc. U5, Fish and Wildiife Service

sireet & number 1011 _E Tudur__ﬁoad

city, town Ancharage slate  Ajaska

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

file __ _Atty, Study of Alternatives __ _Fes ihis propenty been determmed eligibie?  X. yes .m0

dste 18968 .. federat .. state __counly _ . local

gepositary for survey records  National Park Service

city. town  Washington ) state  D.C.




[ .

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excelient ——._ detarigrated  ___ unaitered X ariginal site
gead _X rins i attered _.moved  date i

1amr

— unexponed

Dwscribe the prasent and original [if known} physical appearanc

Attu Island is the site of the only World War 11 battle on the North American
Continent. Today, evidence of the desperate battle is profuse on its eastern
end: thousands of shell and bomb craters in the tundra; Japanese trenches,
foxholes., and gun emplacements; American ammunition magazines and dumps;
and spent cartridges, shrapnel, and shells are to be found at the scenes of
heavy fighting. The steel-matted runways at Alexai Field and the asphalt
ruAways at the U.5. naval air station exist, the |atter being still gperable.
Fortians of detgriorating piers stili stand at Massacre Bay. The post-battie
roads may et be traced, although only five miles are still maintained. A
number of sieel, igloo-type magazines for bomb storage remain at the naval
station. A c<oastal radar station, disguised to look like a water tower remains
at Murder Peoint. The only occupants today are 24 U.S. Coast Guard men who
operate a loeng-range nawigation statien, A small U.5. Air Force seismic
transmitter is unmanned.

Attty s at the western end of the Aledtian Chain, 1,500 air-miles (2,000 mifes
via the chain) southwest aof Anchorage, 500 miles east of the USSR mainland,
and 750 miles east of the Kurile Islands. Laocated between the cold Bering Sea
and the warm Japanese Current of the Morth Pacific, Attu's wvolcanic mountains
and tundra wvalleys are subjected to year-round vicious storms (wiffiwaws) and
dense fogs that make it one of the most forbidding regions in the world. The
island bhas no trees and the lower levels are covered with spongy tundra and a
variety of plants.

The principal water features of eastern Attu are Hoitz Bay, Chichagef Harbor,
and Massacre Bay. The Aleut village of Attu stood at the head of Chichagof
Harbor, Pt was destroyed during the battle and no  trace remains.
Archeological sites of earlier Aleut settlements are alsc found there. The
Japanese forces landed at Holtz Bay in June 1942, constructed defense positions
there, and established headquarters eventuaily at Attu village. In May 13943,
tJ.5. forces landed on the north and south cpasts: at Red Beach and Austin
Cove on the north, and Massacre Bay on the scuth, bitter fighting occurring
until the two forces joined in Jarmin Pass. The Americans next captured the
rugged high country knewn as Fishhook Ridge, then began a drive through
Clevesy Pass towad Chichagof Harbor. The battle ended when the Japanese
made a last fanatical charge against the pass which ended in their annihilation.
Most sites contain evidence of the battie.

American army engineers and naval seabees quickly constructed airfields,
roads, and quonset camps over the eastern end of the island, of which wvivid
evidence remains today on the slow-to-heal tundra. RBesides the Furways and
ammunition magazines, a remarkable feature that  still  exists is  a
3,133-foot-long, bombproof storage tunnel cut through a ridge near Clavesy
Pass. Alsc noteworthy is a dilapidated post-battie military chapel, standing

alone on the Hogback above Massacre Bay. In front are a few pine trees,
planted by U.S. troops, that still survive the williwaws. Alse near Clevesy
Pass, on Engineer Hill, the last goal of the Japanese, are trenches, foxholes,

tent pegs, Dbarbed wire, coal piles, and other relics of the war. |n recent
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timgs, two memorials have been erected on Engineer Hill in honor of the
Japanese commander, Colone! Yasuyo Yamasaki. At the Coast Guard station on

Massacre Bay is a memorial dedicated to the American nawval, air, and ground
farces that recaptured Altu,

Many American combat aircraft were lost during the Aleutian Campaign, both to
enemy action and to fierce weather conditions. Today, in Temnac Valley west
of Massacre Bay, is the wreckage of a P-38 twin-engine fighter plane
{Lightning). It has been nominated to the Natiomal Register of Historic Places.

Because of its isofated location, the terrible weather, and a lack of
transportatign, few wisitors come to Attu's battlefield today. The entire island
is a part of the Aleutian tsiands Nationa! wildtife Refuge, which is administered
by the U.5. Fish and witdlife Service, U.5. Department of the Interior. The
LI.5. Ceoast Guard station is operated under permit from the [nterigr
Department.

The significant historic features pertaining to the battle for Attu and for the
. post-battle bombhing of Japan's Kuarile Islands are:

All the battle sites which indeed cover eastern Attu,

The American invasion beaches at Austin Cove and Red Beach in the narth
and Massacre Bay in the south.

The countless bomb and shell craters found owver all the battlefield on
eastern Afttu.

Japanese trenches, foxholes, and fortifications, known and unknown, in
eastern Attu.

Aleut wvillage site at Chichagof Harbor, which became the Japanese
headquarters,

Japanese landing site at West Holtz 8ay and defenses there, and the
Japanese airfield site at East Holtz Bay.

American ammunition magazines and dump at the head of West Massacre
Walley.

| Post-battle coastal radar station, disguised to look like a water tower, at
Murder Foint.

. American Army airfield at Alexai Point with steel-matted runways.
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The Nawy's asphaited rumways atb its air station (also used by the Army)
and steel, igloo-type ammunition magazines narthwest of the airfield.

Fost-battle American army chapel on the Hogback, including the pine trees
planted by soidiers.

Memorials to Col. Yasuyo Yamasski and the evidence of military occupation
on Engineer Hill,

Wreckage of a P-38 twin-engine fighter (Lightning) plane in Temnac
Valley.

Excluded from the nomination are all post-1945 siructures, developments, and
trash pits in the Massacre Bay area, including the U.S. Cgast Guard Lagran
Station, pier ruins, and an abandoned concrete building at Casco Covs.



8. Significance

Period Arsas of Signilicance—Chech and justify below
prehistoric archeslogy-prehistoric _ community planting -. landscape architeciure ___ retligion
140014549 _ archeglogy-historic . — conservation - law . science
. 1500=1599 __ agncullure _. BEOMOMICS .. literature - ... Seuipture
- _. 1600-169% _. . architeciure .. mdycation X mulitary _ . social
1700-1799 _art engineering —_ music humanitarian
_ . 1A00-1899 . commerce - exploratign settlement _ ... philgsophy __ theatar
L& 1900 . commomcations inctustry . patitics governument —— transporation
invention - olher [specity)
Specific dates 1942-1945 _Buildar_nrchitel:t o L
Statemant of Significancsa {in one paragraph]
Summary
The Japanese occupation of Attu and the American recapture of the istand are
| significant in the history of World war 11 in several ways. The Japanese

ococupation, coordinated with the June 1942 attack on Midway, marked the peak
of Japan's military expansion in the Pacific. The cccupation of this remote part
of the North American Continent created great alarm amang Americans, however
briafly, that it was the beginning of an invasion aof the United States through
Alaska, The invasion also posed & serious threst to United States-Siberian
communicalions {lend-lease to Russia). Significant, too, was the fagt that tens
of thousands af American military had now to be diverted to the Alaskan
Theater who could have been deployed elsewhere in the Pacific. The capture of
Attu and neighbaring HKiska was important toc Japan in that it was the anly
positive result to come out of the defeat af the Imperial Fleet at the Battle of
Midway. Further, the occupation brought about the end of centuries-old
history aof Aleuts on Attu when the inhabitants were taken tgo Japan as
prisoners.

The recapture of Attu by Americans in 1943 was significant because of its
importance to the morale of the American pecple, who had little to cheer about
at that time. The battle was significant in that it iilustrated the worthiness of
the American soldier against his enemy and it illustrated the loyaity of th?
Japanese soldier to¢ his cause, when only 29 out of 2,500 survived the battle.
Mistakes made and lessens fearned in amphibious landings, tactics, and logistical
planning made significant contributions to future U.S. Pacific cperations.
Fost-battie bombing raids on Japanese territory from Attu tied up significant
numbers of Japanese defense forces and demonstrated that the Home Islands
were not safe from air attack and, perhaps, invasion from the north. A
mititary historian has written, "in terms of numbers engaged, Attu ranks as
one of the most costly assaults in the Pacific. fn terms of Japanese destroyed,
the cost of taking Attu was second only ta two Jima: for severy hundred of thE
enemy on the island, about seventy-one Americans were Kkilfed or wounded.

1. Japanese strength figures in Japanese and American accounts wary from
2,380 to 2,630,

2. Stetson Conn, Rose C. Engelman, and Byron Fairchild, Guarding the
United States and Its Cutposts. The Western Hemisphere: United States Army
In world war Il {Washington: U.S. Gowvernment Printing Office, 1964), p. 295,




T M, 100 -0mA
WFE Formn 000 Eape W00

United States Department of the Interior

ational Park Sarvice
! dational Register of Historic Places
" Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation shesd ltem number 8. Significance Page 2

Japanese Occupation

imn May 1942, Imperial General Headquarters in Tokyo ordered an attack om the
Midway Islands, with the dual mission t gccupy thaose islands and to destroy
the remnrants of the U.5. Pacific Fleet, and an attack on the Aleutian Islands
for the purpgses of diverting American nawval forces from Midway, protecting
| the !mperial Mavy from an attack from the north, and obstructing communication
| limks betweern the United States and Russia. Having broken Japanese codes,
| the United 5tates was alert to the forthcoming attacks and proceeded with
| defense preparations. At that time, its most westerly bases in the Ateutians
|

I

|

|

were the Dutch Harbor MNaval Station and the Army's Fort Mears at Unalaska
Island and a still-secret army airfield on neighboring Umnak island. The Nawy
had a ten-man weather station on Kiska Isfand but had not succesded in
establishing a similar detachment on Attu due to foul weather. Kiska had no
native population, but Attu wvillage boasted a strength of 45 Aleuts, a Caucasian
school teacher, and her husband who radiged weather reports to Dutch Harbor.

Japan's plans for the Aleutians catled for a carrier air attack om Dutch Harbor
and Fort Mears, a hit-and-run assault an Adak Island, farther out on the chain
{which it erroneously believed to be fortified), and, by means of a separate

. maval task force, the occupation of Kiska and Attu at the end of the Alsutians.
The alr attacks onm Unalaska cccurred June 3 and 4, 1942, coinciding with the
Battle of Midway. When the magnitude of the Japanese naval defeat became
clear, the raid on Adak was cancelled; but the inwvasions of Kiska and Attu
proceeded as scheduled, both being occupied on June 7. On Attu, the Aleuts
and their teacher were taken prisoner and eventually removed to Japan, while ’
the teacher's husband lost his life in unclear circumstances.

While Japanese nawval trogps secured Kiska, the Japanese Army landed on Attu.
The 1,140-man farce consisted of infantry, engineers, and a service wunit,

under the command of Major MWatsutoshi Hosumi. At first the Japanese plannad
to hald the islands enly until the onslaught of winter, but soon decided to
: remain in the Aleutians so as to deny the islands to the ememy's use. tn

' mid-August, the rommander concluded that the Americans were preparing to
invade Kiska and decided to mowve the Attu garrison to that island.

' Attu  remained unoccupied until the end of Oclaber, when fresh troops,
' including the 303d Independent Infantry Battalion, came fram Japan. In April
‘ 1943, Colonel Yasuyo Yamasaki arrived By submarine and took command of

Altu's growing defenses and partially completed airfield. Despite some increase

in American air attacks from newly constructed foward bases { Adak, September
| 1942; Amchitka, February 1943) and stepped-up American naval activity, Japan
- succeeded in reinforcing its Aleutian outposts with troaps, armament, and
: supplies until March 1943,

| . Battle of Komandorski Islands

| Determined o interdict Japanese convoys en route to the Aleutians, an American
naval task force arrived off the Soviet Urnion's Komandorski Islands west of
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Attu, Led by Hheavy cruiser S5Salt Lake C(City, the ships' radar picked up a
. column of eight Japanese warships and two Iransports carrying supplies for the
' Aleutians on March 26. Both sides opened fire simultanecusly and there Ensuea
"an gld-fashioned long-range ship-to-ship duel that fasted almost four hours."
Eoth sides scored hits, but the battie ended inconclusively as both forces
withdrew. But the Americans could savor cne fact: the Japanese transports
hurried home ang Japan made mo further attempt to reinforce or resupply the
Aleuttans with surface vesseis.  From then until the American invasion in May,
anly submarines succeeded in delivering a trickle of matérief ta Attu and Kiska,

Recapture
By early 1943, American planning for the recapture of Kiska had begun in

earnest. The Army's Sewventh infantry Division was chosen as the landing force
and tr'd';\ined in amphibious warfare under U.5. Marine Corps Maj. Gen. H.M.
Smith. In March, howewver, sufficient shipping not being available to assault
the more heavily defended Kiska, planners decided ta undertake a smaller
operation against Attu.

| Thomas C. Kinkaid, MNorth Facific Force, with Rear Admiral Francis W. Rockwell
; in charge of the amphibious phase, and Maj. Gen. Albert £. Brown, Seventh
Division, taking over when the troops were established on shore. Battleships
Pennsylvania, |daho, and Nevada provided fire support.

. The gssault date was set far May 7, 1943, under the command of Rear Admiral

i Bad weather paostponed the landings until May 11 when both the MNorthern and

| Southern Landing Forces headed far share. At Austin Cove on Attu's north

shore, a Provisional Battalion landed and began a torturous ascent to the

passes west of Holtz Bay {a Five-day ordeal that caused frostbite). At Red

, deach, on the northwest shoulder of Holtz Bay, a battalion of the 17th Infantry
Regiment (socon joined by a battalion of the 32d infantry Regiment) and a party
of Alaskan Scouts landed unopposed armd drove south toward the Japanese
positions at the head of Holtz Bay.

Fog delayed the 3cuthern Force's (two battalions of the 17th Infanptry Regiment)
landing at Massacre Bay until late afternocon. They too were unopposed, the
Japanese having placed their defenses on the ridges surrounding upper
Massacre Valley, positions that were hidden by the fog. By evening, however,

3. Paui S. Duil, A Battle History of the Imperial Japanese Navy (1947-1945)
(Annapalis, 1978), p. 281.

I

: 4. General 5Smith witnessed the Sewventh's amphibious assault on Attu and

i wrote, "{ hawve always considered the landing . . . in the dense fog of
Atty . . . an amphibious landing without parallel in aur military history."

Holland M. 3Smith and Percy Finch, Coral and Brass {Washington, 1979},
p. 103,
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bath the Northern and Southern forces had come under Japanese fire. By May
13, it was apparent that the Southern Ferce's advance was stalemated by fierce
Japarese reststance; the Morthern Force, 1oc, was making slow progress against
a stubbeorn foe.  The remainder of the 32d Infantry landed that day at Massacre
Bay. Later. Alaska's defense force, the 4th infantry Regiment, also joined the
fight.,  Admiral Kinkaid, convinced that General Brown was bogged daown,
relieved him and appointed Army Maj. Gen. Eugerne M. Landrum to take
command on Atiu.

The Japanese prevented the MNorthern and Scuthern forces from joining, in
Jarmin Pass, far a full week, when the Japanese began withdrawing slowly
toward Chichagof Harbor and its surrounding ridges. Two more weeks of bitter
fighting occurred beforg the Sewventh Division and its reinforcements succeeded
In driving the enemy from the snow-cowvered cliffs of Fishhook Ridge and
Clevesy Pass, which cpened the way to Chichagof.

On the night of May 29, the 1,000 surviving able-bodied Japanese made a
screaming banzal attack out of Chichagef Harbor, up Siddens Valley, and

. Amarican positions in Clevesy Fass and against Engineer Hill, kiiling and being
killed. Enginesr troops, bivouacked on the latter, succeeded in organizing a
thin defensive line and, despite the confusion, succeeded in breaking the
attack. The next morning, May 30, Japan announced the loss of Attu. Far
mary days  thereafter, howewver, American  forces continged mepping-up
aperations.

Casualties were heavy on both sides. Out of their force of about 2,500, only
29 Japanese were still alive. OQf the United States strength of 15,000, 550 were
dead and 1,500 wounded. Another 1,200 Americans were casualties to Attu’s
climate. Inadequate footgear, especially, caused frozen feet amd trenchfoot.

Almost immediately, army engineers and naval seabees began constructing
airfields on  Attu, Rejecting the Japanese runway at East Hpltz Bay as
unsatisfactory, army engineers completed a fighter field at West Holtz (Addison
Valley) and another fighter field an Alexai Point. The latter was soon extended
o serve bombers as well. ©On July 10, 1943, the Eleventh Air Farce made its
first attack on Japan's Home islands when eight B-25 bombers flew from Attu to
strike Paramushirg in the Kuriles--this being the First air attack on Japan since
the famous Ooolittle raid of Aprit 18, 1932.

Other attacks followed, usually with some success untii September 71, 1943,

when a force of 12 B-2% medium hombers and 8 B-24 heavy bombers left Attu
. for Paramushiro. ©n this occasion, Japanese fire destroyed three bombers, and

another seven were heavily damaged and forced to land in Siberia where the
' . créws were internad.  Further raids were postponed far several months but, by
' the spring of 1944, Attu's bombers were again over the Kuriles.
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The MNavy constructed both land runways and a seaptane base for patrol
hombears and flying boats west of Massacre Bay and at adjacent Casco Cove.
For the duration of the war, naval aircraft made their lonely patrols over the
North Facific. As at Alexai Fietd, the Navy's twa land runways wepre first
covered with steel (Marston} mats. By 1944, however, asphalt had been laid
and the Nawvy made the runways awvaitlable to army planes as well as its own,
and the Eleventh Air Force established maintenance facilities there.

As for the Alguts, about hzlf of them died whife in Japan, mostlhy from
tuberculosis. After Japan's surrender, the survivers, along with the teacher,
Mrs. Charles Foster Jones, returned to the United States. Too few in number
io begin anew on their island, the Attuans resetiled on Atka Island in the
Alsutians, together with the inhabitants of that place. The Alsuts have not yet
forgotten their homeland. Neor have the weterans of '"the Forgotten war,"
Japanese or American, let Attu slip fram their memories.
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Beginning at a point of land to the east of the mouth of Blonde Cove along a
straight line southeast to the mouth of Lefigr Creek: then southeast to the
southern extremily of Krasnal Peoint; then east-northeast to McCloud Head; then
rerth to the eastern extreme of Hoppe Island; then alang a straight fine
northwest for 13.5 miles; then due west to 2 point of intersection with the line
from the beginning peoint to Krasni Point extended northwest.

The boundary on the west lies just beyond the limits of the battlefield and
includes the site of the wrecked P-38. The remaining boundary is drawn to
Closely encompass the battlefield including the water areas in which the
amphibious operations took place.
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Eevenlh Infantry Diviaion troops landing at Mazsacre Bary, Abtu,
May, 1943. .Japanest defenzes were hidden ahove the fop line.

Courtvsy, Elmendorf pdr Foree Base, Alaska

Collapsed Japanese gunt emplacement In Jarmin Pass, Attu, which
inoks directly over Massacre Valler and the American landing
beach. A small heating stove and Japancse aamunition cases are
st1l! ro be found here.

Fhote by E.H, Thompeon. October 1982



%. Hundreds of shellholes and bowb craters may yet be seen in the
tundra onm Attu. This scene Is the approazch Eo Jarmin Pacs.

Phota by E.X. Thompson. October 1982

12, me of several Japapese foxholes on the narth slape of Gilbert
Ridge. Japanese soldiers had excellent wisibility over eastern
Attu Erom these poslitione.

Phata by F.&. Thampson. October 1982



.

15, A post-hattle army chapel on the Hopbhack, uverlooking Hassacre
Bav. Attu. BSeldlers planted thne trees--the ondy ones on Attu.

Phuto by E.H. Theoepsan. October 1942

. = i k|
e e T e

13. Japanese trenches and foxholes In tundra, near Clevesy Pasg,
Attuw.

FPhoto by E.M. Thompson. Octeher 1982
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1. Name

histaric Japanese Occupation Si_te_,_ Ki_sjca Isiand

and or common  [¢i3k8 Island, Aleutian |slands

2. Location

street & numhber _. gt for publication
city, lown . -. Wicinity of
state Alaska code 0z caunty Pl ]« [ J—
- L] L]
3. Classification
Categary Ownership Status Present Use
— . digtrigt X puphe . occumed _. agriculture MUSEUM
— buildingys) _ private _.X unoccupied - . commercial . - park
struciure ... hoth . WOrK 1IN progress educational ..... private residence
K _ sile Public Acguisition Acceasible _. entertainmen! . religrous
_ abject in pracess X yes: restricled X government scienufic
.. _ being considered _. yes:unrestricied ~  industriad _ . transportaticn
e PO . mtlitary X other; refuge

4. Owner of Property

name U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the interior

Strepl & HUmbEr 1{]11 E. TUdOr HC‘Ed

tity. lown Anchorage _ . wicinity of

5. Location of Legal Description

slate |'E"||:'.|-5ka

courlhouse, ragistry of deads, etc, .S, Fizsh and Wildlife SEF'?’iCE.:. i i ~
street & number 1011 E. Tudor Road
iy, town Anchorage state  Alaska

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

has lhis properly been determined eligible? . yes *ong

tite  Alaska Heritage Besources Survay

_ federal ® state ... county Iocal

date _.F_'d:_)frnber 24,1972
Alaska Division of Parks, 619 Warehouse Dr,, Suite 210

d.a_pr.;Ei_tﬂr'f tar survey records

city. 1own Ancharage state Alaska



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

____excellent ... . deteriorated X unaltered . X pnginal site
good X ruins . altered . moved  date
fair . _ unexposed

Describe the pressant and original (if known) physical appearance

Kisks is one of the Rat lslands group and is near the western end of the
Aleutian Chain, 163 miles scutheast al Atiu al the end of the chain. Situated
between the cold Bering 5ea and the warmm Japarnese Current of the Morth
Pacific, Kiska's wolcanic mountains and tundra-covered valleys are subject to
year-round wviclent storms {williwaws} and dense fogs. The treeless island
possesies one of the few good anchorages in the Aleutians, Kiska Harbor.

On June 7, 1942, a Japanese tazk faorce invaded Kiska, aleng with Attu, and in
the monmths that followed undertook construction of coastal and antiaircraft
defenses, camps, roads, an airfield, submarine base, seaplane base, and other

installations. Of the two islands, Kiska was the more impertant ic the
Japanese; consequently, it had the larger garrison {between 3,400 and 6,800
army, navy., and civilians) and maore permanent facilities. The mamn

installaticns were the nawval facilities on the narthwest shore of Kiska Harbar
and the army headguarters at the northeast cormer of Gertrude Cowve, to the
southwest.  While real and dummy defensive positions were scattered cowver the
island, heavy weapons were concentrated in those two areas and on Morth Head
on the east side of Kiska Harhor. After the ftall of Attu, the Japanese on
kiska changed their defermse posture by erecting fortifications immediataly upon
the shorelines for the purpose of annihilation of the enemy upeon the beach,
réther than defending high ground inland as they had done at Massacre Bay,
Attu. AN example of this was their construction of a company-sized defense
netwark ai the scuthwest end of Kiska, an area hitherto neglected.

Japanese forces departed HKiska July 28, 1343, and Allied farces {Urited States
and Canada) invaded the deserted island on August 15. An inventory was
prepared of the Japanese facilities. They included: frame, A-1ype housing;
three power plants; three radio stations; a rawal radar installation: concrete
pillboxes; underground hospitals; three light tanks; assorted wehicles;
searchiights; four midget (Sydney-type) submarines and their concrele pen;
landing barges; wreckage of about 40 float planes and three hangars; 16 coastal
defense guns; 69 antiaircraft weapons; 20 pieces aof field artillery; numerous
machine guns; six Shinte shrines; and countless trenches and foxholes.

Three Japanese ships were found disabled on the beaches of Kiska Harbor:
Mozima Maru, 7,190 toms, Kane Maru, 8,572 tons, and Urajio Maru, ca. 4,000
tens. A fourth wessel, Bornes Maru, 5,864 tons, was beached at Gertrude
Cove. At the botlom of Kiska Harbor, nat far froem the submarine base, lay a
300-foot, |-class Japanese submarine.

The Allies established their own camps on the island, consisting of guonset and
Pacific huts, tents, and frame structures. Navy seabees canstructed a naval
auxiliary ate facility consisting of a nose hangar and a steel-matted seaplane
ramp.  Army engineers completed the Japanese runway and named it Salmon
Lagoen field. Allied defenses consisted of twa 155mm, one 30mm, and ane 37mm
gun batteries at North Head, and cne 155mm battery al Gertrude Cowe. Then,
in 1946, Kiska was abendaned.
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Thirty wyears later, in 1976, the U.5. Army Corps of Engincers inwventoried
Riska 1o delermine whal remained from World Wwar 1. A summary ol these
findings follows:

Frobably Japanese

250-plus rewvetments

submarine pen,; concrete, 30 by 200 feet

5 maching gun emplacemeants

& machine guns with mounts

15 antiaircraft emplacements with guns

9 emplacements having &-inch coastal guns®*
freighter Nozima Maru, and a bow of a second wesgsel
1 midget submarine and parts of 2 others

ruins af a shrine

1 officers' guarters, with wail inscriplions

2 coastal gun emplacements on Little Kiska Island

Frabably American

. 95 quonset or Pacific huts, standing or callapsed, in 3 areas

21 wood frame buildings

3 bridges, wood, 40 feet long

T metal buiiding, 25 by 27 feet

¢ docks, waood, pile, 33 by 115 feel and 33 by 1,069 fest

1T wharf, wood, pile, 33 by 675 feet

% acre of steel matting on runway

200 petroleum barrels

1 A-20 aircraft, wrecked, east end of runway

1 FBY flying baat, wrecked, rortheast side of Kiska VYalcano

Teday, Kiska is unoccupied. The entire island is a part of the Aledtian lslands
National Wwildlife Refuge, which is administered by the U.5. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Department of the interior.

The significant historical features on Kiska are Kiska Harbor, Japanese nawval
installations at Kiska Harbor, Gertrude Cowve, Japanese army instaliations at
Gertrude Cove. They aiso include all major Japanese coastal and antiaircraft

*Some of these guns are of British manufacture which has led many wrilers,
concerning Kiska and ather Pacific islands, to conclude that they are guns the

the Japanese are known to have purchased from Great Britain early in the
twentieth cerntury.

. Japanese caplured at Singapore or Hong Kong. More likely, they are guns that



" MRS Form 10000 CME o, T4 —D0N
Exp- ¥-31-a4

=2 =)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

ational Register of Historic Places
nventory--Nomination Form

Continuation sheet hem mumber 7. Description Pago 3

installations, particularly on  HNorth Head, around Kiska Harbor, arocund
Gertrude Cowve, and on Little Kiska Istand.  Also included is the Salmon Lagoon
airfield, begun by Japanese and completed by Allied forces, and now
abandoned. The Allied invasion beaches on the northwest shore are significant,
although the Japanese had already evacuated the istand.

Exciuded are Kiska Volcano and the scuthwest end of Kiska. The latter had
some hasty ftortifications that the Japanese erected after the Americans captured
nearby  Attu  lsland. Also  excluded are all  Alied structures of the
post-Japanese occupalion of Kiska, 1343-1946.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Signilicance—Check and juslify below
prerustoric archeology-prehistonc community planming - landscape architeclure _ . religion
1400-1448% . archeology-higioric .. canservation ... law SCignce
.1500_:599 . agriculture - SCOnomIcs . literature . sculpture
5131699 . architecture . educatian X military _ . social
- 170017949 .. ad engineering _ music humanitarian
. 18001859 - EOmmerce explgration settlement _  philesophy . thaater
X 1800 camrmumeatians industry politics government — transpartation
inventicn ... olher [spacily)
Specific dates 1242-1943 Builder Architect

Statement af Sigpificance [in one paragraph]

5ummar‘i

The Japanese occupation of Kiska in June 1942 marked the peak of Japan's
military expansion in the Pacific; it ¢reated great alarm in North America that a
Japanese inwvasion would be mounted through Alaska; it posed a serigus threat
te Umited States-Siberian communications {fend-lease to Russia); amd it caused
the Allies to divert tens of thousands of military to the Alaskan Theater whao
could have been deployed elsewhere in the Pacific. Significant toon was the
successful Japanese withdrawal of the entire force in 1943 without 2 single loss
of life, despite constant surveillance of American air and sea forces. This
withdrawal caused the utmost embarrassment to the United States when,
eighteen days later, a2 huge Allied assault force of 34,000 men invaded the
deserted istand. The event was best summed up by the army's commanding
general in Alaska, Simon B. Buckner, who said, "To attract maximum attentian,
it's hard to find anything more effective Lhan a great big, juicy, expensive
mistake, "™

Japanese Occupation

tn May 1342, imperial General Headquarters in Tokyo ordered an altack on the
Midway Islands, with the dual mission to occupy these islands and to destroy
the remnants of the U.5, Pacific Fleet, and an atitack on the Aleutian islands
for the purposes of diverting American naval forces from Midway, protecting
the tmperial Navy from an attack from the north, and cebstructing cammunication
limks between the United States and the Soviet Union.

Japan's plans lor the Aleutians called for & carrier air attack on Dutch Harbor
Maval 5Statien and  adjacent Fort Mears, at Unalaska Island; a hit-and-run
assault on Adak Island farther ocut on the chain, which it erroneousty believed
to be fortified; and, by means of a separate task force, the occupation of Kiska
and Attu at the end of the Afeutians, also thought to be defended by American
Marimes.

The United States, in fact, had no military instaltations aon Attu, and only a
terr-man naval detachment operated & radio station at Kiska Harbor for sending
weather reports to Duich Harbor. Petty Officer William C. House commanded
the detachment.

*Brian Garfield, The Thousand-Mile War: ‘World War i1 In Alaska and the
Aleutians (New York: Doubleday, 1969}, p. 289,
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The initial Japanese [anding fook place on Jumne 7, 1342, at Reynard Cowve,
north of Kiska Harbor, when the Third Special Landing Force {550 Japanese

fnaval men} siormed ashore, followed by supporting personnet, when 1he
Japanese opened fire on the weather station, the American sailors took cover in
2 ravine, then worked their way up the hills above the cloud level. Soon,

howewver, all were captured--all except Petfty Officer House. He succeeded in
hiding out for nineteen days, surviving on  grass and worms, belore
surrendering. Thesse Americans were sent ta Japan as prisoners of war. The
Japanese, meanwhile, established thefr headgquarters in the weather siation
buildings,

In succeeding months, additional naval units, including the Special Submarine
Base Force (six midget submarines) and the Fifth Air Group (seaplane
fighters}, arrived on Kiska. Army units, too, arrived to establish coastal and
antiaircraft dafenses; these included units from Japan as well as the initial Attu
garrisoh which came in August 1942, The pccupation force eveniually grew o
about 3,640 military, almost evenly divided between the army and the mavy, and
1,17} civilians. Despite this sizeable force, the commanders soon discovered
that it was insufficient to construct an airfield, roads, living quarters, and
defenses, all at the same time. This situation, combined with a scarcity of

. equipment and materials, severely taxed the garrison. A nawval officer later
said that air raid shelters were merely shelters against fog and rain, "but the
men were satisfled."* The wvital airfieid was still incompfete when the Japanese
withdrew f{rom Kiska.

Curing the occupation, the senicr army officer, WMaj. Gen. [?] Mineki, and the

' naval commander, Rear Adm. 5. Akiyama, considered other islands in lhe
western Aleulians as possible sites for airfields and bases. Air and sea
reconnaissances were made al Shemya, Semichi, and Agatiu islands, ali near
Attu; and Buldir and Amchitka islands on either side of Kiska. In the end,
however, none was occupied except Buldir where a ten-man detachment was
stationed.

Luring the fourteem-month occupation, the Japanese came under increasingly
sevare American air and naval attacks. Only one day after the landing, June
8, 1942, an American patrol plane discovered the enemy's ships in Kiska
| Harber. Three days later, ten bombers flew from Umnak airfield, then the
farthest west air base in the Aleutians, to attack Kiskas for the first tims.
Japanese antiaircraft fire downed ona of the bombers, & B-24 Liberator. From
then an, Eleventh Air Force planes bombed Kiska regularly despite cloud cover

*Japarese Monograph Mo, 28, Morthern Area MNawval Operations, February

. 1943-August 1945, p. 73,



oD

United States Department of the Interior
Mational Park Sarvice

ational Register of Historic Places
nventory—Nomination Form

. Ol Mo 1024 A
Fatm 10800
HPS Form . g

Continuation sheel Hem number 8. Significance Page 3

and fog. With the completion of an advance airfield on Adak island in
September 1842, American P-38 fighters ([Lightnings) were able 1o accompany
the tombers 1o provide protection from a decreasing number of Japaneseg
seaplane fighters. On one  September raid, Rovyal Canadian Air Force
Kittyhrawks, assigned to Alaska, accompanied the American planes for the first
time.

Because the continuous bad wealher in the Aleutians interferred greatly with
air operations, the Americans began censtruction of an airbase on Amchitka
(sland, only sixty mites from Kiska, in January 1943, During the construction,
lapanese seaplanes from Kiska made eleven nuisance raids on the field, causing
but little damage. These raids promptly ceased when American fighters landed
at the new base in February. From then on, the Eleventh Air Force greatly
increased its bombing of Kiska. In one attack, three days before the secret
Japanese withdrawal, V. 5. planes dropped 104 tons of bombs on the island.
{tromically, the heawviest American attack, 153 tons of bombs, on August 4, fell
on an empty island. }

American submarines and surface vessels added their share of punishment to
Japanese attempls to reinforce and protect Kiska and Attu.  As early as July 3,
134z, American submarines tarpedoed three Japanese destroyers al lhe entrance
te Kiska Harbor, sinking cne and severely damaging the athers. Thal same
month twé Japanese submarine-chasers were also sunk and a transport was
damaged just ocutside the harbor. By February 1943, the American navy had
sunk nine Japanese Lransports, thres destroyers, and Lhree submarines in
wastern Aleutian waters. The last Japanese surface wvessel o reach Kiska,
Awala Mary, arrived February 22, 1943. From then on, the garrison depended
on submarines to bring in limited amounts of emergency supplies.

With the fall of Atlu on May 30, 1943, and the wvirtual cutcff from the Home
Islands, the Kiska garrison feverishly strengthened the defemses, concentrating
now  on potential landing beaches. At the same time, plans were made to
withdraw gradually from the island, employing thirteen of Japan's large |-class
submarines. The first beat, -7, loaded with wounded personnel and civilians,
reached Japan on May 27. By mid-June, 820 men had been transferred to the
Morthern Huriles. Then, in rapid succession, the Americany navy destroyed
three of the submarines, -7, (-9, and [-24. Orders arrived from Japan to
suspend the operation.

Aware that z large American force was assembling in the Aleutians, undoubtedly
for an assault on Kiska, the Japaness now plarned "“Operation KE' for
evacuating the island. The Japanese Fifth Fleet, under VYice Adm. Shiro
Hawase, assembled g force of two cruisers and ten desirovers at Paramushiro in
the Kuriles. The plan called far these ships to make a dash toward Kiska
under the coaver of fog, board the trosps, and return swiftly to Japan. Orders
te prepare for an evacuation arrived at Kiska via submarine.
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G July 7, the ships set sail in & thick faog but guickly ran into trouble when
twa wessels collided and a third rammed still two more. Sewveral times during
the next three weeks, the force approached Kiska, only to withdraw when the
fog thinned cor when American ships and planes were reported inm the area.
Finally, on July 28, conditions were ripe, and the ships deployed just fifty
miles south of Kiska (two cruisers and six destroyers). Caulipusly approaching
the island through the fog., they dropped anchor in Kiska Harbor in eariy
afternooan, The garrison was ready, bhaving destroyed or booby-trapped
weapons, eguipment, and supplies. As if on cue, the fog lifted within the
harkor amd in only fifty minutes, 5,783 men boarded the ships and the dash
hame began:

At 0600 on the 31s1 the mist had completely cleared [again] and at
1530 we entered PARAMUSHIRS Harbor. (t seemed that heaven were
celebrating our success. . . .  The egnemy had not discovered the
evacuation of our troops at all. Thereafter, for day after day, they
bombed and bombarded KISKA, and on August 153, the landing of
American and Canadian trogps an lhe island was announced.  Truly
the height of the ridiculous,*

Allied {nwvasion

On August 15 and 15, 1943, & combired American-Canadian force of 24,000 men,
under the command of Maj. Gen. Charles H. Corlett, Seventh Infanlry Division,
invaded Kiska. The troops poured ashore at two landing sites, both on Kiska's
rorthwest coast. Mot untit August 18 did Carlett conclude that the island
contained no  enemy. Meanwhile, his men had killed 24 of Lhemsalves and
wounded 50 maore in the confusion of their advances. Making the hest of the
embarrassing situalion, the commanders announced thal ke Japanese withdrawal
had saved lives, the inwvasion had provided wvaluable experience in amphibious
warfare, and the Aleutiarns weare again secure.

*'"Translation of Japanese Ensign's Notebaok Recovered Tarawa 268 Now 1943,
Alaska Department, U.5. Army, Record Group 338, washington Mational Records
Center, Suitland, Marvyiand.
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according 1o the criteria and procedures set forlh by the Mational Park Service.

State Historic Preservation OHicer signalure
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Courtesy, Natianmal Archives, Cartegraphic Division
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Continuvation sheet ltem number 10, Geographic Data Page )
BOUNDARY

Starting at a point where arn unnamed stream drains from 1he north inte Sredni
Bight, then in a straight line south southeast east lo Orient Point at the east
end of Little Kiska [siand, then extending that line .75 mile beyond so as Lo
include all of Little Wiska !siand, then a straight line west southwest to the tip
of Hatchet Pgint, then in a straight line wesl to the tip of Bukhti Point, then
in a straight line west northwest to a point of land on the northeast corner of
Lief Cove, them extending that line 1.25 miles to a point in the ocean, then a
straight line northeast to the ocean shore at the north end of Christine Laks,
then in & straight line east southeast to the paint of beginning. These
beundaries include all the principal pltaces of Japanese cccupalion on Kiska, a3
well as the Allies' 1943 invasion beaches.
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at Eiska Harwor, 1963 orp 1943, The tws
sy ogch othier and facing the ponds, in the
the phota, are beliesed ta he those
Nguy for use as o weathor s1arion priory ko

Japuanrer act lvities
buildings patallel
Lower leflt corper of
rrected by Lho LB
Japanesn lnvasion.

Courtesy, Flrerdorf Atr Foree Zase, Alases
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U?ptured Japanest antiaiTevaft gun, Type 96, 25 mm, that guatded
Kiska. Sepeember 11, 1943,

Phote by ©.5. Aymy Signal Corps. Courtesy, Sefonse hgdioviseal
Apency.
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1. Name

Ristorc San Framciago Port of Embarka_gimj, s, _Aimzf-'_

and Qr commen

2. Location

street & number  Fort Mason, Golden Gate National Recreation Area

nal lar publication

Eity. lown san Francisco vicinity ol
state California cade oG counky San Francisco codo 075
o L] -
3. Classification
Category Qwnerahip Status Present Use
X disinct X pubhc . X occupied —_ agricullure L%, Musegm
. buildingtls) __ private uncceupied - _commercial _X_ park
. structure . — batn . WOTK 1IN progress - ¥ educational . . private residence
. site Public Acquisition Accessible A enlertainment . relgipus
..— abject in process . -— Yes; restricred 2. governmen __ scigntific
. _ being considered X yes: unreslricted - —— industriat .— lransporiation
S o [+ . miltary . other:
4. Owner of Property
name Regional Director, Western Region, National Park Service
street & number 450 Golden Gate Avenue
cily, tawn San Francisco - .- ¥igimity o state Califarnia

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. San Francisco City Hall
street & number Polk and Mcallister Streets

city, town San Francisco state Cafifornia

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title FDrt_Masclrr, Golden Gate NRA

has this propery been determined eligible? X yes

date fi.pr_|| 2h, 1872 X tederal  _ stale _ . county

depositary tar survey records Mational Register of Historic Places

city.tewn _ Waeshington _ - o osae DG

ng

iozal



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
_. excellent _ . detericrated | _ unaliered X ariginal site
. good __ ruins .. allered . . moved date
i _ fam ... unezpased

Describe the present and original {if known| physical appearanca

Headguartiers Building, FM-201

in 1931, fort Mason was a ceast artillery post guarding San Francisco Bay.
That wear, the army's surgeon general approved construction of a new post
hospital. He provided a sel of standard plans for a twelve-bed, brick-walled
bullding and estimated the cost at 220,300, A local conmtractor, James Campbell,
completed the attractive building in 1902, The main secticn measured 42 feet
by 44 feet and stood three stories tall. A Mh-story wing on the east was 27
Feet by 57 feet. Modest changes to the exterior of the building have been made
over the years; for example, the ariginal state roof has given way to
composition shingles and a weranda around the brick wirg has been remowved.
The intericr floor planm is little changed Trom 1802.

The hospital survived the 1906 earthquake with only minor damage. By then,
howewer, the facility was no longer needed at Fart Mason, a new army general
bhaspital hawving been built at the nearby Presidic of San Francisco. Al the
same time, the army had a great need for storage space in San Francisco for
supplies destined o new overseas possessions, as well as military posis on the
west Coast. Before long, the hospital building housed officez and supplies of
the army's technical services.

. Itz ceastal defense role behind it by 1912, Fort Mason became an army general
depot that year. Waorld War [ brought a great increase in depot aclivily al Fort
Mason, now called the San fFrancisco General Intermediate Depat. To house the
depot's administrative offices, the army constructed an annex an the west side
of the hospital in 1917-1318. The frame addition measured B0 feet by 100 feet
and had 2% stories. It was joined to the brick structure by a narrow,
vne-story corridor.  For the time being, the army regarded the structure as
being two separate buildings. Both were accupied throughout by depot coffices

by 1423,

The approach of America's entry intoc World waes |l brought imcreased activity at
the depot as haste was made o strengthen mijlitary instailations. Additional
bodies required mere space. In 1939 the first of several additions was made to

the headquarters, now called the San Francisco Part of Embarkation and Generat
Depot. This was a two-story, frame wing on the west, measuring 24 feet by 33
feet. A second identical wing was constructed paralleling the first in 1941,
This addition contained the office of the commanding general.

A further increase in staff resulted in the space between lhe two new wings
being filled with a three-story addition having a flat roof with a parapet around
it. A single-story addition was made to the north side of the former hospital's
brick wing, and ancther singie-story frame addition was constructed at the east
end of this wing. The one-story corridor connecting the lwo main units grew
to a four-story observation tower and elevator shaft.

. The structure's military architecture reflects army construction from  the
beginning of the century to Worid War |1,  Total interior space amounts to
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40,000 square feet. Little embellishment is evident on the exterior. One
noticeable feature Is the main enirance, In the brick portion. This was

reconstructed in the 1930s. Here, at the botltom of a short flight of brick
sleps are two ormamental gate post fights, each having one large globe.

Port Area, Lower Fort Mason

At first, the U.5. Army Transport Service leased wharfage at San Francisco far
its transport ships supplying installations in the Pacific. In 1903, the army
considered establishing its own facilities for the transports as well as a general
depot for military supplies. Fort Mason was selected as the site for these
operations, Although the post was federat property, the submerged lands
bordering lhe bay side of the fort were privately owned. Condemnation
proceedings were initialed and in 1309 the 12.5 acres comprising those lands
were added to the military reservation. Meanwhite, Congress authorized the
censtruction af four permanent storehcuses and three piers on the submerged
land.

The army employed the architectural firm of Rankin, Kellogg, and Crane of
Philadelphia 1o design the buildings. Ereaking from traditional military
architecture, the architects proposed thal Ffort Mason adopl Spanish Mission
Fevival architecture. The army readily agreed. The San Francisco Bridge
Company won the construction contract for a seawall alorng the norlh side of the
submerged fand, a crib wall on the west, ilhree wharves, one permanent wharf
ched, and railrgad fracks within the reservation atb a price of $1,182,200. Two
of four permanent storehouses were aiso funded. Construction got underway in
1909; dredged sand from the bay built the area behind the seawall into firm
land; and reinforced-concrete piers took shape to support the wharves and
storehouses. The wharves were completed in 1912, and the first army
transport, Sherman, docked at Fort Mason an January 6,

I 1913, Congress funded construction of the two additional storehauses., Like
the earlier buildings, each had three stories. The walls were cemeni-gun
finished and colored & light buff. Red clay tiles covered the roofs. The
following wear, & raillroad tunnel was cansiructed wnder Fart #Mason and iracks
were laid into the port area, single tracks to the three wharves and double
tracks to the warehouses. At that time only the roads in the port area were
asphalted; in the 1930s the entire area was asphalted.

The army acquired new transport ships in the 1920s that were 75 feet longer
than the older wessels, requiring extension of the piers at Fort Mason.
Impravements and additions did not get underway until the 1930s, when Public
Works Administration funds became availabie. Pier 2 and its permanent-type
shed were both extended in length, bringing its dimensions to 118 feet by 654
feet. A permanent shed was built on Pier 3 which was enlarged to 155 feet by
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650 feet. A permanent shed was erected on Pier 1 which retained its
dimensions of 60 feet by 425 feet. In 1834, a contract was let for a permanent

marirne repair shops f{carpenter, machine, blacksmith, sheet metal, and tinming}
building on the west side of the port area. Another contract was let for a
battery charging station on the east.

The railrocad tracks were relayed and repaired, stee! ties replacing the wooden
ones and new tracks laid to the enlarged Pier 3. Other improvements included
a heatifng system for the port area, remodeling the electrical system, dredging,
replacement of fender giles, and a new fire station.

The new buildings were all steel-frame with concrete walis and floors., To
compiement the oider buildings, the shops and battery charging structures had
buff-colored stucco on the exterior walls and clay tile roofs,

The port area today retains its histerical integrity to a greal extent. As part
of the Golden Gate National Recreation Area, its buildings house a wide wvariety
of community activities: theaters, shops, crafts, studies, and mare.

. The historically significant features of the former San Francisco Port of
Embarkatiorn at Fort Mason are:

The port headquarters building, FM-201

The |ocwer port area

Railroad tracks

Four storehouses, FM-310, 3712, 314, and 315
Three piers, FM-316. 318, and 320

Three pier sheds, FM-3717, 318, and 321
Marine repair shops, FM-308

Fire station, FM-304

Battery charging station, FM-322

Prowvost Marshal office, FM-302

Entrance gate to port area and guard post, FM-301 and 303




8. Significance :

Period Areas of Significance_Check and justity below
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1600- 1699 architectiure educatian X military social
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1800—1899 commernce exploration settlement philosophy __. theatar
X 1o00- communicallons industry .- politics governmeni -- . lransportaticn
. invenhon . ——. olher {specify)
Spacilic dates 1912-1945 Builder Architect

Statemant of Significance [in one paragraph)

During the early mponths after the United States entered World war [, the 1.5,
Army's San Francisco Port of Embarkation (SFFE) shipped more mifitary supplies
than all other military ports in the United 5States combined. The statistical
returns for the entire war showed that San Francisco was second onby to New
York in the numbers and amounts of personnel and supplies shipped to the war
zones.  Between December 1941 and August 1945, 1,745,000 persconnel embarked
at San Francisce., In additiern, more than half a million wveterans of the war
debarked at San Francisce during the same period. An egual number came
home through the Golden Gate after the conclusion of hostilities. All American
dead being returned to the United States from the Pacific were brought Lhrough
the port. Japanese and German prisoners of war were pracessed through its
facilities. More than 25 million measurement tons of cargo were shipped through
San Francisco. For wvaricds periads of time between 1941 and 1944 the ports of
Los Angeles, Califormia; Portland, Oregon; and Seattle, wWashington, were
administered by San Francisco. [ the Bay Area, Fort Mason owversaw port
operations at mo fewer than thirteen gother installations. 5an Francisco was the
primary port for the Central, South, and Southwest Pacific Areas. Moreover,
the Llask force that drove the Japanese from Alaska's Aleutian Islands was
mounted from San Francisco.

History
The U.5. Army's first troop movement in modern times through San Francisco
Harbor was brought about by the Spanish-American War. fri May 1898,

chartered vessels carried the first of more than 3,000 troops and their supplies
to the Hawaiian Istands (before that republic was anrexed) and to the
Fhilippines. By 1905, the Quartermaster Corps' Army Transport Service had
eslablished a regular monthly serwvice from San Francisco to Hawaii, Guam, and
Manila. At San Francisco, the army [eased the Folsom Streel wharf, from wheare
it operated four transport wvessels: bLogan, Sheridan, Sherman, and Thomas.
In 1903, the army decided to construct its own supply depot and port facifities
al Fort Masor within the city. The first of these permanent facilities were
completed in 1912 and, on January 6, Sherman docked at Fort Mason, having
arrived from Manila wia MNagasaki, Japan {a coaling station}, and Honolulu.
world War | resulted in an increase of activity at Fert Mason. A spate of
“temporary" buildings sprang up in beth the upper and lower levels of the post
and still ather storehouses were built at the Presidie of San Francisco. In
1918, the expeditionary forces to Siberia were supplied and mounted at Fort
Mason, as well as in the Philippines. In 1923, a second transport service was
astablished between San Francisco and New York wvia Lhe Panama Canal. By
that wear, the administrative offices of the depot occupied afl of the
headquarters kuilding, FM-201, on upper Fort Mason.
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in 1925 the depclt was reorganized as the San Francisco General Depot. It was
responsible for supplying Lthe Ninth Corps Area {(West Cpast), A4laska, the
Philippines, Hawaii, Panama Canal, and United 5tates forces in China. Another
reorganization in 1932 resulted in renaming the imstallation the San Francisca
Port of Embarkation and Gerneral Depot. Brig. Gen. Chartes 5. Lincoln
commanded the operation. He estabiished two positions under him, a supply
officer to handle depot operatons and a superintendent for the (ransportation
service, both of whom had offices in the headguarters building. During the
19305, the mission of supplying Civilian Conserwvation Corps (CCC) camps an
the west Coast was added to Fort Mason's duties (453 camps, 94,712 men}., &4s
late as 1939, when war broke oul inm Europe, Fort Mason's small acreage could
still comfortatly house the port administrative headguarters and store the
reguired levels ol supply for the Quartermaster, Medical, Signal, and Engineer
departments; the CCC camps; and a salwvage operation. Ordnance, Chemical
Warfare, and Air Corps materials passed through Fort Mason but were not
stored there. They were unloaded directly from freight cars to ships. SFPE's
persannel strength n the fall of 1939 amcounted to 130 military personnel and
A01 civilians.

World war i

By the end of 1940, the army realized that Fort Masocn's part was too smail to
handte the increasing demands made upon it as tensions rose in the Pacific.
The first slep taken to remedy the situation was the acguisition of port
facilities in Seattle in January 71947 to serve as a terminagl for transports
supplying Alaska. Seattle remained a syb-post of SFPE until January 1842,
when it acquired anm independent status. Alsn in early 1947, B24.3 acres of
fand were acquired at Cakland, California, for the construction of the Cakland
Army Base, thal city being the terminus of transcontinental railroads. Unlike
Seattle, this new base remained under the direct cantrol of the SFPE al Fort
Mason. The Owverseas 5Supply Division moved Ffrom Fort Mason to Oakland in
June 1942, Las Angeles, California, and Portland, ©Qregon, soon became
sub-posts of San Francizco. Los Angeles remained a sub-post until September
1943, when it achieved an independent status with responsibilties for the
China-Burma-India Theater. Administration of Portland's port activities were
transferred from SFPE to Seattle in November 1944, when military ocperations in
Alaska were ebbing. These transfers did net lessen 3an Francisco's
responsihilities in supporting the Allies in the Central and Southwest Pacific.
One of the more important changes concerning Fort Mason was the transfer of

1. The task force organized for driving Japanese florces from the Aleutian
Islands was, nevertheless, mounted from San Francisco in 1943,
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ports of embarkation from the Quartermaster Department (o the newly
constituted Transpertation Corps in 1942, This meant remaval of general depot
responsibilities and 3  resulting  improvement in the integration of army
transportation operations,

Fort Mason supervised transportation activities at ather installations in the Bay
Area. Oakland Army Base oversaw the shipment of all types of supplies and
equipment to forward areas. Fort MeDowell an Angel fsland grew into a large
perscnnel center processing returning wveterans and prisoners of war. More
than 6,000 Japanese prisoners passed through the camp. An unusual group of
prisoners of war at Angel lsland was a number of high-ranking German generals
whom the British had captured in the Tunisian campaign. These officers were
sent an to a camp in Mew Mexico, but not unti! they were interrogated at a
secret Center near San Francisco.

Between 1941 and 71944, SFPE l|eased eight piers 2t the 5an  Francisco
tmbarcaders. Seven of lhese were used for shipping cargo, the eighth, for
personnel. When Japan attacked FPear| Harbor, Benicia Arsenal, near the head
of San Pablo Bay, did not possess deep-water berthing. Ammunition was mowved
to Fort Mason by barge or rail. This situation ended in July 1942 with tha
completicn of dredging &t Benicia that ailowed the berthing of larger ships.

Camp  Stoneman, near Martinez, became the port's largest (2,95 acres}
pracessing c<enler for troops mowving averseas. Other lacilities under the port
headguarters at Fort Mason included the Alameda Piers, an Air Force depot;
Emeryville Ordnance 5Shops; Richmond Parr Terminals, Hamilton Field, for air
shipments; and the Presidio of Sam Francisco, which was stripped of its
infantry garrison 1o provide room for such activities as an animal depot.
Farther away were the Stockton Plers and the Humboldt Bay Piers. The
headguarters building at Fort Mason was the center of planning, supervision,
and direction for all these.

Immediately after the attack on Pearl Harhar, before the outposts were
developed, the 5an Francisce Port of Embarkation became clogged with the
scramble Lo reinforce Hawaii against invasion. Nar did the situation improve
swiftly. The Transportation Corps listed a number of persistent problems: the
great distances inveolved, limited shipping, the large number of Pacific bases, a
rapidly developing strategic situation, and the low level of stocks in depols.
Wartime investigations disclosed, too, that the pert's early commanding general
failed to give his oversea supply division the authority and support it needed.
Changes in command brought improvements.

Despite the waried problems, the San Francisca Port of Embarkation made a
substantial and critical comtribution to the successtul conclusion of World War |1
in  the Pacific. One of its enthusiastic supporters has written, "The part
played by the San Francisco Porl of Embarkation in winning that half of the
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global war which strelched from Califormia to Australia, {ndia, the Aleutians,
and Japan and took in every Pacific atoll along the way is a tribute to the war
of transportation whicéw swept from the Golden Gate of San Francisco to the
very gates of Tokyol"

2. James W. Hamilton and William J. Boice, Jr., Gateway (o Victory, The
Wartime Story of the San Francisco Army Port of Embarkation {Stanford:
Stanford University Press, 1946), vii.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Headquarlers Building, FM-201

Beginning at the northwest corner of the intersection of MacArthur Avenue and
Franmklin Street, then westerly in a straight line along the north curb of
Macihrthur for 470 feet, then in a northerly direction in a straight line that
paralleis the west wall of the headquarters building for 120 feet, then In a
straight line in anm  easterly direction paralleling the north side of the
headguarters building and ten feet from it to the southwest cormer of the
intersection of Shafter Place and Pope Road, then in a straight line southeast
along the southwest curb of Pope Read to the point of beginning. These
boundaries enclose the headguarters building and its grounds, including a
flagstaff to the east of the building that identifies it as a headquarters.

Port Area, Lower Fort Mascn

reservation whera the southwest corner of the part area adjoine the intarsection
of Laguma Street amd Marina Bouwlevard, then in a straight lime in a northerly
direction afong the western boundary of Forl Mason and the west side of Pier
T, FM-31&, then projecting that [ine in the same direction to & point in the bay
gpposite the northern end of Fler 2, FM-318, then in a streight line east
nartheast past the northern ends of Pier 2, FM-318, and Pier 3, FM-320, to a
point ir the bay 200 feet beyond the northeast corner of Pier 3, then in a
straight line in a southerly direction toc meet a north-sputh boundary of the
reservation, then continuing in the same direction along this boundary line to
its end, Llhen continuing in the same direction 90 feet to the foot of a bluff,
then in an irregular line, generally southwest, along the foot of the Bluff anmd
its sewveral retaining walls to the point of beginning. These boundaries enclose
all the port area, lower Fort Mason, including historically significant buildings,
railroad tracks, the three piers, and the berthing areas along Lhe piers {the
west side of Pler 1 was not used for berthing transports, its being outside the
reservalion).

. Beginning at a2 point on 1the western boundary of Lhe Fort BMason military
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T. Brivk purtiom of the neadguarters building, San Francisca Fort of Embavks—

tion, Fore Masun. The 2.8, Arpy construcced Ehls unit as a pesh hwspital in
1932,

Photo by E.X. Thompson february 1934

;
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2. West end of e Fort of Embarkation headquarrets, Fort Masecn. The structure

today ix the headquarters for Gelden Gate Hatiapal Kecreation Area.

Fhato by E.X®. Thompsen Febbuary 19ES



3. The Foub poecomanent arny storchouses at the Sun VY'rancisco Parr of Embarkntion
ir: lowsy Fort Masoe.

Fhoto by Z.X. Thompson Falstrary 1964

4. Pers 1, un lefr, and 2, San froncisco Ports of Embarkation. The she? L
Fier 2 iz the original, permanent shed. Fier 1's shed was tecouscrufted in
the 1950=.

, T 5
Fovto by F.d. Thompaon February 1083



B, A& wide varieCy ot puhlic aptivities are carried on in

Lo eh .

Proto by E. 3. Thompsan

5. Pler 3 shed. Altbowgh the San Franclaco Port
TrapspoTtation Corpe early in World War TL,

Phora by E.%. Thompsun

the former port's

Fehruary 484

af Fmbarkacion came under che
tone insignia of the QuartermEster
Corps «as retainud. Kote the failrond tracks leading to the pier.

Fahroary 1045
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7. Description

Condilion Check one Chech one

X _ enceflent ___deteriorated X unaltered X original site

~ _ Yyood ___ ruins _ _ allered _— moved date . _. o
— ftair _ _ unenpdsed

Dascribe the prasent and original |if wnown} physical appearance

Camp Pendleton Marine Corps Base borders on the Pacific Ocean and is

forty-five miles north of Sam Diego, California. When the base was
commissioned in 1942, it possessed seventeen miles of ocean frontage suited for
training. This frontage has been reduced at its northern end by the

establishment of a state park and the construction of a nuclear power plant.
The remaining beach area is separated from the main naval reservation by
Interstate Highway 5 (5an Diego Freeway) and 3 railroad. Access to the
beaches s gained through underpasses.

in 1942 three beach areas were established for amphibious training and were
code-named Beaches Red, White, and Blue. Beach Blug, at the saouthern end g
the reserwvation, contains a boat basin for landing craft and other wvessels.
Heaches Red and White have been the sites of amphibicus landing exercises
since 1942,

Beach Red, at the mouth of Las Flores Creek, has an acean frontage of
approximately ome mile. Maost of this area is a gently-sloping, white-sand heach
at the water's edge. Inland, & smafl slough is formed by the intermittent
run-off of the creek. Grasses, shrubs, and bushes cover the dunes and lgvel
land still farther inland. Two unimproved roads line either side of the creek.
Vehicle trails in the area are restricted to defined areas. Partable latrines
{(heads} are strategically focated in the landing area {an unknown element in
worlid War |1). At the narth and south ends of the landing beach, steep bluffs
ciose to the water's edge rise to elevations up to &0 feet.

Beach White, 1,7 miles to the southeast, is similar in its general appearance.
It is centered on the drainage from Aaliso and French canyons and has an gcean
fromtage of one mile. One large and two small sloughs are centered in Beach
White. Again, steep bluifs are found north and south of the principal {anding
area. The cliff on the sputh has been named Shingle Bluff. The high ground
at the sguth end of Beach White has been cleared to create a small, dirt landing
strip far light plangs. Two unimproved dirt roads enter the area. The more
nartherly of these roads terminates an the beach at the foot of a steep bluff.
On the top of the bluff are three small, portable grandstands employed in troop
training. Amphibipus exercises are carried out at Beaches Red and white
today, Camp Pendleton continuing to be the largest U.5. Marine Corps
establishment on the FPacific coast. The Corps plans to continue this historic
use at the beaches for the foreseeable future. This Lraining will see continuing
refinement of and advances in wvehicles, weapons, and tactics, some of which
may affect the character of the beaches. Nevertheless, no other use could be
as appropriate, considering the landing beaches' historical significance,

1. Beach Biue, with its primary use as a beat basin, is nat included in this
nomination,
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Statemant of Significance [(in one paragraph}

Landing Beaches Red and White at Camp Pendleton represent the apex of the
development of amphibious training facilities during World War |i by the United
States Marine Corps in the United States. From the time of the commissioning
of Camp Pendleton on September 25, 1942, to the end of Wworld war i,
thousands of Marines learned the techniques of assaulting an enemy beach at
this California site. Camp Pendleton was the only Marine Corps establishment
on the West Ceoast that was sufficiently large to house an entire Marine division
and provide sufficient space for the division to carry out combat maneuvers.
The Feurth Marine Division, which was activated at Camp Pendleton in 1943,
was the only Marine division in World War 1) to be mounted in the United States
and moved directly intc combat, when it successfully invaded Japan's Roi and
Namur islands in the Marshalls in January 1944. Camp Pendieton's landing
beaches, along with those of other Marine and Army training areas in the
United States, Puerto Rico, Hawsif, and on foreign istands in the Caribbean and
the Pacific contributed significantly to the successful advance of United States
forces across the Central Pacific and beyond: Tarawa, Kwajalein, Enewetak,
>aipan, Tinian, Guam, Pazlau, Iweg Jima, and, finally, Okinawa. in 1942, Maj.
Gen. Heolland M. Smith, the father of samphibious warfare as fought in World War
I, arrived in San Diege and organized the Amphibious Force, Pacific Fleet
(later the Fifth Amphibious Corps) and helped plan every assauit in the Central
Pacific and commanded the landing forces in the inwvasions of the Gilberts,
Marshalls, and Marianas. |n 1946, General Smith concluded his forty-one years
of duty in the U.5. Marine Corps as commander of the training base at Camp
Pendletan, which command he had assumed in July 1945. Since then, the
landing beaches at Pendleton hawve witnessed the training of several generations
of young Marines and members of the other Armed Forces.

U.5. Marine Corps: Amphibicus Warfare

Prior to the Spanish-American war, the U.S5. Navy employed Marines fram
individual ships to carry out whatever landings that had to be made on foreign
shores. During that war, a significant development occurred when a battalion
of Marines was specially arganized te secure Guantanamo Bay in Cuba as an
advanced naval base. Following the war, the Marine Corps concentrated its
training in the defense of adwvanced bases, most exercises taking place at
Culebra Island off Puerto Rico, the principal amphibious training area until the
ave of World War 11.

Shortly after World War !, a brilliant Marine officer, Maj. Eari H. Ellis,
prepared a plan concerning the role of J.5. Marines in a hypothetical Pacific
war. Breaking with tradition, Major Ellis conceived the idea of Marines not
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only defending advanced bases but their assaulting and seizing enemy bases.
Specifically, he prepared a plan for the seizure of the Marshall !slands, a
Japanese mandate at the time. Historians have congluded that Eilis's concept
contatned tha seeds that flowered into the amphibious art of World war |I.

The 189205 witnessed a revival of amphibious studies within the Corps.
Expeditionary Forces were organized at Quantico, Virginia, and San Diego,
Caiifornia, for service with the U.5. Fleet in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.
Quantica was also the site of the first school established for studying
amphibious operations. Also in the 1920s, Marines participated in a large-scaie
landing exercise for the first time. The results were not good; but important
lessons were learned, particularly the need for improved landing craft. In
1933, the Fleet Marine Force was established and Marines prepared a manual for
fanding operations which was eventually adopted by both the Army and the
Navy. A series of annual training exercises was held at Culebra island and at
San Clemente |sland, off 5an Diego, wsually resulting in lessons learned rather
than in successful landings.

The probiem of satisfactory landing craft was considerably reduced in 1939
when Andrew J. Higgins designed a boat that proved more satisfactory than
earlier types, a ramp in the bow being lowered for unicading. This craft was
the prototype for the Landing Craft, Vehicle and Personnal {LCVR)}. Apotiher
craft designed by Higgins became the prototype of the standard medium landing
craft, Landing Craft, Mechanized (LCM). n 1940, Donald Roebling
demonstrated an amphibian tractor, the Alligator, that he had devealoped for
travel in Florida's Everglades. Quickly adopted by the Marines and the MNavy,
this Landing Vehicle, Tracked {L¥T) became the standard cgaft in the Pacific.
It has been called "the greatest tactical surprise of the war."

These technical developments and the refinements in  amphibious warfare
doctrine and training were conducted under the direction of Brig. Gen. Holland
M. Smith, USMC, charged by the commandant of the Corps with developing rew

1. Jeter A, Jsely and Philip A. Crowl, The U.S5. Marines and Amphibious
war, Iis Theory, and [ts Practice in the Pacific {(Princeton: Frinceton
University Press, 1957), p. 25. Ellis died mysteriously in Japan's Palau islands
in 1923. In 1944, the Fourth Marine Division fram Camp Pendieton was the first
Marine unit to capture Japanese territory when it invaded the Marshal! islands,
Roi and Mamur.

z. Frank O. Hough, The fsland War, The United States Marine Corps in the
Pacific (Philadelghia: J4.8. Lippincott, 1947), p. & wartime models of the LVT
are on display at Camp Fendieton among a large number of post-World War |
experimental landing craft.
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amphibious techniques. In 1941, General Smith wok command of the Amphibious
Force, Atlantic Fleet, overseeing the training of the First Marine Division and
the First and Ninth Infantry Divisions, U.S. Army. I September 1942, Smith,
now a major general, transferred to San Diego to oarganize the Amphibious
Force, Pacific Fleet {later the Fifth Amphibious Force}. Dubbed the father of
amphibicus warfare, General Smith “played the leading part in forging a
fighting amphibious team that madg possible the eventual successfu! landings in
both the Atlantic and the Pacific.”

Camp Pendleton

General 5Smith's arrival in Sanp Diego coincided with the commissioning of Camp
Fendieton, which took place on September 25, 1942, with President Franklin O.
Roosevelt participating in the affair. In addition to its San Diego base, the
U.5. Marine Corps had already developed other facilities in Southern California.

These included Camp Hoicomb, renamed Camp Elliott, north of San Diesge and
where the Second Marine Division was assembied even though the reservation
was too small for combat maneuvers; a rifle range at La Jolla eventually named
Camp Mathews; and Camp Dunlap in Imperial Valley which was an artillery
training area. What was needed on the West Coast was a resarvation large
enough to contain a reinforced division with ampile room far combat maneuwvers,
artillery ranges, an airfieid, and landing beaches. Construction for an area
like that on the East Coast, Camp Lejeune in North Carclina, had begun in
1341. The solution was found in the Santa Margarita Ranch. [n March 1942,
this 197-square-mile ranch, having 17 miles of coastline, and fying 45 miles
north of San Diega, was acguired. Construction began that April and the
reservation was named Camp Pendletan in horor of Maj. Gen. Joseph H.
Pendletan, a distinguished Marime Corps officer who had commanded the San
Diego Marine Base at tha time of his retirement in 1924 and who had died in
Coranade, California, in February 1942,

[n California, Gen. H.M. Smith oversaw training of units of the Second Marine
Division and the Army's Sewventh Infantry Division, the latter having been
selected to drive .Japanese forces from the Aleutian Islands. In September
1943, the general moved to Hawaii to take command of the newly formed Fifth
Amphibious Corps, to be composed initially of the Second and Fourth Marine
Divisions and the Seventh Infantry Division. Meanwhile, Camp Pendleton
witnessed the activation of the Fourth Marine Divisian on August 14, 1943, The
new division consisted of elements previously formed at the camp aleng with

others that had trained at Camp Lejeune because of the overcrowded conditions
on the West Coast.

. 3. Isley and Crowl, The U.5. Marines, p. 62.
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Exercises in landing, pillbox reduction, night attacks, demolition, flame
throwers, and assault teams were drilied inte the Marines., Although landing
exercises were carried out on Beaches Red and White from craft loaded in the
boat basin &t Beach Blue, the Fourth Division received only limited experience
in ship-to-shore 1raining. For three days at the first of Jarmuary 1944, such
movements were carried out at Camp Pendieton and San Clemente Island.
Observers recorded that this rehearsal was not successful. In less than a
month, the Fourth Division assaulted Roi-Namur islands in Kwajalein Atoll.
There was no quastion about the division's fighting qualities once ashore, but
the tandings themselves were delayed and confused. The lack of ship-to-shore
tratning and an absence of coordination betwesen Marine amphibious tractor
drivers and the tank [anding ships' crews were most nnt&ceable, Cne could be
sure that future amphibious training would be intensified.

Beaches Red and White at Camp Fendleton are historically significant for their
cantributions to the successful Central Pacific drive and beyond by U.5. Forces
in 1944 and 1945, significant for themselves and as representatives for Marine
training facilities in the United 5States and overseas.

4.  The Fourth Marine Division's landing en Tinian later in 1944 was acclaimed
for its perfection. Lt. Gen. H.M. Smith called it "the perfect amphibious
operation of world War [I." Sge Henry |. Shaw, Bernard C. Nalty, and Edwin

T. Turnbladh, Central Pacific Drive, Histery aof U.5. Marine Corps Operations
in worid war (I, vol. 3 {Washingten, 1966}, p. 355.
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BOUNDARIES

Beach Red. Beginning at a point on the southwest side of Interstate Highway
5 and 700 feet southeast of the intersectian of Interstate S5 and Las Flores
Creek, thenm in a straight line southwest 233 degrees to the ocean's edge, then
in a northwesterly direction following the ocean's edge for one mile, them in a
straight line northeast 53 degrees to the boundary between Beach Red and
Interstate 5, then in a southeasterly direction following this boundary to the
point of beginning.

white Beach. Beginning at a point on the southwest side of Interstate
Highway 5 and 2,450 feet southwest of the intersection of Interstate 5 and the
unnamed creek that drains French Canyon, then in a straight line scuthwest
236 degrees to the ocean's edge, then in a northwesterty direction follawing the
scean's edge for one mile, then in a straight line northeast 56 degrees to the
boundary between Beach White and Interstate 5, then in a sgutheasterly
direction following this boundary to the point aof beginning.
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1. Name

historic Navy Yard Puget Sound

and or common  Bremertan Navy Yard; Puget Sound Maval Shipyard

2. Location

.. not 1or publication

street & number

city. town  Dremerton ) .- vicinity of
state W asingtaon code 93 Eounty K. itsap codge 939
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_ X district _X_ public _X_ ogocupred _ _ ayriculiure o MWISEUMm
_ huilding{s) _ prnvale _ .. Jnpcgumed .. commercial . park
— — Siruchure — — both __ . WOrIkK in progress . educatiahal — private residence
sile Public Acquisition Accessible entertainmenl _._ religious
_ _ object . _ .in pracess . yes:restricted government .. - scientitic
. _ . being considerag —_. ¥es5: unrestricled — . ndusirial - . transponation
X no X military - . other:
4. Owner of Property
name U.5. Department of the Mavy
street & number o o o o o
gity. town Washington _ viginity of state DG

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry ol deeds, eic.

U.S. Departmeant of the Navy

city. town  TMashington state  D.C.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

LG

title _has this properly been getermined aligible? . yes X

.o ied_er_al

. state  _ . county Incal

depesitory for sulvey recoras

city, town




7. Description

Candition Check one Chack one
excallent —_ deteriorated unaltered X ariginal sile
‘ good . FLHRE .?C_ altered .. moved dale [ o
®_ fawr ——_ unexposed

Describe the present and sriginal |if known) physical appearance

The industrial area at Puget Sound MNaval Shipyard lles along the waterfront,
partly on new tand, of 5inclair Inlet, Bremerion, washington. There are six
drydocks, of which five played roles in World War 1. From east to west, they
are: Drydock 3, the first drydock im the U.5. Navy designed for ship
building, completed in 1919 and enlarged in 1930 to 267 feet in length; Drydock
1, 650 feet long, 39 feet in depth, and completed in 1886; Drydock 2, 827 feet
long, 38 feet in depth, and completed in 1913; Orydocks 4 and 3, esach 1,000
feet long and constructed at the beginning of World war |1, they were farge
enaugh to accommodate the largest battleships and carriers of Wortd war L.
ODrydock & postdates Waorid war .

In the vwvicinity of the five drydocks are six piers. From west lo east, they
are: Pier 3, a fitting-out pier constructed in 1940; Fier 4, a fitting-out pier
constructed in 1941; Pier 5, built in World War |; Pier &, built in World War |,
is the largest, measuring 1,200 feet by 100 feet, and having a 250-ton
hammerhead crane capable of lifting battleship guns and gun turrets and
eracted in 1933; and Piers 7 and £. The drydocks and piers resulted in the
navy yard being considered the Wwest Coast battleship repair center during
Waorld War .

A large number of shop buildings, storehouses, and other structures are in the
industrial area. Al the east end of the yard is the iarge shipfitters assembly
shop, No. 460, The T-shaped, sleei-frame, metal-clad building was constructed
in 1942 and measures 540 feet by 300 feet and 80 feet in height. Iis interior (s
mainly one cavernous space, Construction costs amounted to %1 million.
Between Drydocks 2 and ¢ is the bhuge machine shop, No. 431, that was
compieted in 1935. A brick facing covers the heavy concrete and steel
construction. Floar space amounts to five acres. Im 1942, a siw-story
extension, 2B0 feet by 170 feet, was added to the machine shop, resulting in
total dimensions of 1,080 fest by 310 feet.

One of the more imposing structures in the shipyard is the main building of the
Naval Supply Cenier. This seven-story general storehouse, Mo, 467, measuring
450 feet by 150 feet, was constructed in 1941 at a cost of 32.3 mitlion. The
cidest building in the industrial area is the yard's first general office building,
No. 50, erected in 1893 but moved fram its original site in 1910, It is a
2%-story frame structure, painted white, Four lanic columns support a
pediment aver the main entrance, but the building today possesses Tewer
exterior architectural refinements than when first constructed.

Other shops in lhe shipyard include boat and joiner, central tool, forge,
foundry, galvanizing, paint, pattern, pipe and copper, print, riggers and
lahorers, sail ioft, shipwright, wood caulker, and welding. These buildings are
constructed of a variety of materials--brick, frame, metal, and concrete--and in
a variety of sizes and shapes. Railroad tracks enter the reservation from the
west with spurs running through the industrial area for a total tength of 35
mites.
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Parts aof the naval reservation are excluded from this nomination. These
include the residential and administrative area, mostly on & bluff west and
north of Farragut Avenue, i.e., the northwestern portion of the reservation;
the Naval inactive Ship Maintenance Facility and the vessels moodred there in the
sputhwest portion of the reservation; the piers and Drydock & south of the
Naval Supply Center; and that portion of the reservation west of the
seven-story Naval Supply Center, No. 467,

The historic district recommended includes the gastern and southern portion of
the naval reservation so as to include the five drydocks, piers 3 through 8,
and the shops and other buildings associated with the shipyard. Only the
exteriors of all structures and the general setting within the recommended
historic district are considered to contribute to the historical significance of the
area. Building interiors and functions are not considered to add to that
significance.

A nuclear-powered submarine repair facility today, the shipyard is highly
restricted to wvisitation. All photographs in this nomination were taken by an
official naval photographer and cleared for use herein by the shipyard.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justily below
pretstons archeology-premsioric community planning landscape architecture religion
14001493 archeolpgy-historic . canservalion . law aciencea
. 15001599 . agriculture 2CoNomics oL literatgre . sculpture
16001699 architecture education X military sacial
17001734 . art enginaering —.._ musig humanitarian
. 18001899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy . —. 1neater
X 1900 communications industry . politics government  _  transportalion
inyention olhar [5pecify)
Specific dates 1941-1945 Duilder Architect

Statemant of Significance [in one paragraph]

Navy Yard Puget Scund was the principal repair establishment far
battle-damaged baltleships and aircraft carriers as well as smaller warships of
the Pacific Fleet during World War 11,  Five of the eight battleships bombed at
Pear! Harbar on December 7, 1941, were repaired at the shipyard and returned
to sea. During the war, the navy yard repaired 31 battleships (some mors
than once}, 18 aircraft carriers, 13 cruisers, and &3 destroyers. |In addition,
50 ships were built or fitted out at the yard. The more than 30,000 workers
built, fitted out, repaired, or overhauled 394 lighting ships between 1341 and
1945. The navy yard's contribution to the success of the Pacific Fleet from the
first to the last day of the war was inestimable.

Drigins

As early as 1867, a board of army engineers, examining the West Coast for
future defenses, recommended the establishment of a nawal station and drydock
in Puget Sound. In 1383, Capt. Alfred Thayer Mahan, USN, led a naval
commission fo examine the Pacific Northwest and Alaska far a navy yard site.
The commissioners recommended Point Turner in Pugetl Sound where the
shipyard and Bremerton now stand. Because of pofitical opposition from
Catifornia and Oregon, Congress did not approve the site untit 189, Later
that vyear the Navy purchased 180 acres at a cost or $3,5313, mostly from a
Seattle land speculator, William Bremerton. Immediately, the Puget Sound Naval
Station was commisstoned. Construction of Drydock 1 began in 1832 and the
completion date was April 1896, The drydock, mostly of woaden construction at
first but now concrete, measured 659 feet in length, 39 feet deep, with a width
of 130 feet at the top and £7 feet at the bottom. Cost of the project came 1o
$750,000. ©On April 11, 1897, the first battieship, USS Oregon, docked at the
station. Three vyears later, in 1902, the station was raised in rank and
renamed Mavy Yard Puget Sound. The Great white Fleet, returning home from
its world cruise in 1908, arrived at the yard to refuel at the coaling stalion.

Crydock 2 was completed in 1913. Constructed with granite and concrete, the
completed drydock was the jargest in the U.S5. Navy at that time, being 827
feet lopg and 145 feet wide at the top. In 1917, hefore the United 5tates
antered World war !, the Mavy Department decided to huild ships at the vard.
Orydock 3 was constructed for this purpose, aithough it was not compieted
until 1913. By the end of the war, the 6,500 werkers at Bremerton had
undertaken the construction of 42 wvessels, including subchasers, submarines,

1. The navy yard preceded adjaining Bremerton in time.
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mine sweepers, occean tugs, and ammunition ships, in addition 1o 1,700 small

oats. in 1918, the yvard workers welcomed the visit of King George v of Great
Britain and his son, the Prince of Wales., Belween the two great wars, ship
buiiding continued at a reduced rate. Light cruiser U35 Louisville was

jaunched in 1930 and cruiser U5S Astoria, in 1933, In the 1930s, Drydock 3
was enlarged to accommodate two MW, then-colossal carriers, lLexington and
Saratoga, both commissioned in 1927.

World war |

Beginning in 1938 and extending inta the early 1940s, Navy Yard Puget Sound
underwent major improvements, including the construction of 1,000-foot-1ong
Drydocks 4 and 5, which were sufficiently targe for the new fast battleships
then wunder construction. MNew gquays and piers as well as shop buildings
5pmutec5. Two double shipbuilding ways were constructed fer building escort
vessels. When Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, battleship US55 Coloradoe was at
Bremerton underaning medernization, thus escaping the enemy's bombs.

. Five of lhe wounded wveterans of Pearl Harbor arrived at Bremerton for repairs:

battleships Tennessee, Maryland, HNevada, California, and West Virginia.

Tennessee received new 14-inch rifies for her main battery; old antiaircraft

guns were taken out and rnew 20 and 40mm batteries installed; and the ship was

completely owverhauled and modernized. Mevada was extensively rebuiit amnd

sailed from Puget Sound in time for the Aleutian campaign in 1943. California

had been sunk at Pearl Harber. She was raised, her hull made watertight, and

she arrived in Bremerton for repairs. California rejpined the battleline in

January 1944, West Virginia, hit by six ar seven torpedoes, took the longest

to repair and did not rejoin the fleet untit July 1844, practically a new ship.

tn January 1244, Maryland and Colorado returned fta  Puget Sound far

rebuilding. Both bhattleships were ready (o take parl on the assauit on the

Marianas |ater that year. Other well-knawn battleships that arrived at the yard

during the war included Pennsylvania, Washington, New Jersey, and South
Dakota.

In January 1942, a Japanese submarine hit carrier Saratoga with a torpedo near
Oahu, Hawaii. She arrived at Bremerton for both repairs and modernization,
including wataertight integrity and additional antiaircraft armament. Warkers
swarmed over the ship in a wvaliant effort ta get her ready for the Battie of

2. When a drought caused a shortage of hydra-electricity in Tacoma in 1929,
. Lexington arrived at Puget Sound Navy Yard (o generate eleclricily for the
city.

3. These ways are no lonaer exiant.
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Midway in June. They could net complete the work in time, and Saratoga
missed the fight. Another reminder of the imporiance of the yard's missicn
came in a3 letter from Adm. Chester W. MNimitz in Movember 1842, He told all
navy yards that the campaign in the Sciomons hung in the balance and the
issue could be determined by the speed with which damaged ships were
returned to the fleet. He urged the yards to even greater efforts and more
hours of work. Besides Saratoga, olther carriers came 1o Fuget Sound for
repairs, inciuding USS Enterprise, Bunker Hill, Franklin, Ticonderoga, Wasp,

and Lexingion.

One of the more spectacular repair undertakings at Puget Sound involved
cruiser Pittsburg. During a typhoon in the East China Sea, the cruiser lost
the entire forward section ahead of No. 1 gun turret. At Puget Sound an
entire new bow was built and attached to the cruiser. By the end of the war,
Navy Yard Puget Sound bad repaired, overhauled, and modernized 344 fighting
ships of all types. On August 12, 1944, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
arrived at the yard on board cruiser Indianapoiis. The cruiser was floated into
Drydock 2 where the President spoke to the workers, thanking them for their
contribution ta the war effort.

On December 1, 1945, the navy yard's name was changed to Puget Sound Navai
Shipyard. Afier the war, the Naval Inactive Ship Maintenance Facility became &
ternant at the shipyard. Until recently, WSS Missouri was mgored bere, open to

visitors. imactive ships itoday include aircraft carriers, cruisers, destiroyers,
and submarines. Puget Scund Naval Shipyard has remained active since World
War |l. During the Korsan Wwar, it was ergaged in a ship activation program.

In 1957, construction of guided missiie ships began. Since 19671, Puget Sound
has been engaged in the repair of nuclear-powersed submarines.
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BOUNDARY

Beginning at the southwest corner of the intersection of Burwell Sireel and a
north-south street one block west of and parallei to Pacific Avenue, then due
south in a straight line along the west curb of that street to the south corner
of the shipyard's main gate on Front Street, then in a straight line due easi
along the south curb of Fromt Street 200 feet, then itn 2 straight line south
southeast, 132 degrees, for a distance of 1,400 feet to & point v the waters of
Sinelair Inlet, then In a straight lire south southwest, 240 degrees, for a
distance of 2,300 fzet to a peint in the waters of Sinclair Inlet, then in a
straight tine due west through the iniet and along the south edge of a quay far
a distance of 3,800 feet, then in & straight line due narth aiong the east curb
of a north-south street adjacent to Nawval Supply Building 467 for ane block to
an intersection with an east-west street, then due east aleng the south curb of
that east-west street one block to its intersection with a north-south street,
then due north along the east curb of that north-south street to its intersection
with Farragut Avenue, then east and northesst along the south curb of
Farragut Awvenue 3,600 feet to its intersection with & north-south street, then
north along the east curb of that street to its interseclion with Burwell Street,
then in a straight line due east along the south curb of Burwell Street to the
point of beqginning.

This houndary encloses the historie district of Puget Sound Naval Shipyard to
include its drydocks, piers, and shop buildings of the World War i period.
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1. ¥Yier 6 on left. Tne nupe, rovolving hammerheac craue to the right
can 1i7L the guns aud gun turrets of hattleships.

Courtesy, U.5. Nowy February P984

2. Machine shop building. The six-story extension on the right was added
during World wWar 1T1.



3. Inside Drvdock 3,

Courtesv, L.
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&, Huge supply huilding constructed at i1he shipyvard during Worid War IT.
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5, Drydock 4, one of two large drydocks constructed ou the eve of World War
1I. It was capable of taking the largest battleships and carriers of that

period.

Courtesy, L.5. Havy February 1984

6. Another view of Drydock 4. Tight security prohibited closer views.

Courtesy, L.5. Navy February 1934



7. Shonfitzers building, one of many shops ar the shipvard.

M ! Vgl 149 R
Courtesy. J.5. Xavy February 19HS

§. Another wview of the large, L-szhaped shepfitters building,
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5. Drydock 2 filled with water. In 1944, a cruiser bearing President
Frauklin D. Eoosevelt entered this drydock. The President addressed the

shipyrard workers.

Counrtesy, U.5 Xavy February 1984
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1. Name

rstoric Manzanar dar Aelocation Camp

and or common Manzanar Internment gr Loncentration Camp

2. Location

street & number — ot for publication

city. town & yicinityof  lone Pine .
state Lalifornia code U county  [RYO code 427
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_ _ disirigt & public - _ otcupied — agricuiture  mussum
__ . huilding{%] — privale i unpccuphed ... . commercial . park
___ structyre — . bolh __.work in progress .. educational —  private rezidence
A site Public Acquisition Accessible . . enteriaginment .~ . religious
__._ Object _ if process __.. yes; restricted X gavernmant _ _. scientific
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4. Owner of Property

name City of _L_m‘. _ﬂmge]es

streel & number 244 [, Spring Street

city. town LS Angeles ... viginity o! state Lalifornia

5. Location of Legal Description

streel & numb+ N

city, town  Ldne Pine state Lalifornia

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titla Manzar{ar lYar Relocation Centar

has this praperty been delermined aligibig? }': . ¥yes no

date ) _J'-"]-IIIIr 33, ]9?5 _ _E_ federa_!_ __. state ___ :ountg_ -—— J'nc_a_l.

depository for survey records _ dational Register of Historic Places
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7.

Description

Condillon Check one Cheach one

_ excalent deteriprated unaitered _% onginal site

-..— good — Tuing 2 atered _ . moved  date _ . _ __ .. S
_A fair —__ unexposged

Describe the prasent and original {if known| physical appearance

Manzanar Wat Eelocation Center, an internment csomp, 15 1o Omens Valley,
California, at the eastern base of the dramatic Slerra Valley and near
Mount Whitney. The rugged wountain peaks form an impressive background for the
dry desert of the campsite. To the east, the Iaye Meuntains form the skyline.
Formerly agricultural land, Owens Valley chaoged-to 1ts desert—like qualiry
when the City of Los Angeles arranged to use the valley's water Tesources garly
in this century. In 1942, the U.S5. Govermment set aside 6,000 acres in the
valley For the establishment of a camp for the internment of persons of Japanese
descent., 0Of this area, 64) acres were for the camp proper.

The b4D-acre rectangle that comprised the 10,000-person capacity camp was
originally surtounded by a barbed-wire fence with a watch tower at edch cornet
and midway along each of the four sides. The fence and the towers are gone,
but along the western side of the former camp the trace of the fence is vislble
by means of a row of posts, and the concrete foundatiom posis gf the oorthwest
tower remain.

At the maln entrance of the camp, lst Street, the Iinhabitants bullt two stone
structures, each having a hint of Oriental architecture in its ocutline. The
structure nearer the highway was a sentry post maaned by Army personnel. The
other was a police post manned by internees. On the walls of both, returning
veterans of the camp have insecribed their names, often listing their room,
building, and block numbers. The State of California has placed a landmark
plaque on the sentry peost.

In the beginning, the hastily built, one-story barracks were divided into
rooms, each 20 feet by 24 feet and each housing a famlly. These barracks were
arranged inte 36 blocks of 16 barracks each. The dusty streets that separated
the blocks can be traced in part. Common bathrooms, showers, laundries, and
mess halls were lecated within the blocks. Here and there, concrete siabs with
thelr drain holes and concrete posts that supported structures are found.
Within several of the blocks, traces of former rock gardens survive., MNorth of
Block 23, near the orphanage site, are traces of the largest Japanese-style
garden, Merrltci Park, io the camp.

The southeast corner of the camp was the Federal administrative area with
offices and staff housing. Ruins here are more extensive than elsewhere in the
camp. Several rock walls and councrete slabs stand. #lso, rock-lined flower
circleg and rock-lined paths are more prevalent than in che camp generally.
One rock-walled circle warks the site of the camp flagstaff.

Northwesc of the main entrance, and now having 1ts own entrance from the highway,
is the only substantial building remaining. This large metal bullding served
ag the school auditorium and is an Inyo County maintenance shop and garage.



NS Foom 10-000-4

DR

United States Department of the Interior
MNational Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation shest ltem numbser 7

West of the camp and adjacent to it i5 a cemetery sire. The inscription on a
monument translates to English as the "Tower of Memory.” Several burials are
gaid to remain. AL Che northwest coraner of the c¢amp, the concrete foortings of
the hospital complex are found. Trees scattered along iatermittent Bairs Creek
in the southwest area offer some shade. Caop resldents once had a picnic srea
here.

In 1945, the campsite was cleared of aearly all structures and returned to the
administration of the City of Los Angeles in much the same condition as it had
been hefore. The historically significant area is the 640 acres that comprised
the camp at Manzanar and which was surrounded by a barbed-wire fence. It
includes the cemetery site that lay outside the fence.

Outside the btoundary ¢f cthe camp, northwest of the northwest (orner and near
Shepherd Creek, iz a &00,000-gallon warer treservailr coastructed by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers. It 15 excluded from the recommended boundaries,



8. Significance

Perigd Areas of Significance—Check and justily helow
prehisloric archealogy-prehistoric community planning landscape architegiure religion
14001459 archeclogy-histons conservalion law science
1500-159% . agriculture . BCONGMICS hierature sculpiure
16001699 arghitecture education military soial
170017499 art engineering . MUSIc humarnitarian

. 1800-1893 COMmmMmerce exploration sattlemeni philogsophy theater

_X 1800- cammunications industry politics government  _..  transporiation

mvantion X_ other specity)
. o _ Wartime internment
Specific datex  1947-45 . Builder Architect Camp

Siatament of Significance (in one paragraph|

On February 19, 1942, President Framklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order
90h6, which authorized the Secretary of War to exclude citizens and aliens from
certain deslgnated aress as a security measure against sabotage and esplonage.
As a result, 110,000 peraons of Japanese descent, most of them American citizens,
were forcibly removed from thelr homes I{n California, Cregon, Washington, and
dlaska, and removed to permanent camps far from the Pacific Coast. Manzanar
was the first of these campss Here, in a scrubby desert, 10,000 of these
people were herded inte barracks without being accused of any crime or given
any hearing or a trial, Thus, a long history of anti-Japanese agitation and
legislation on the West Crast reached a2 c¢limax. Eventually, most Americans
came to the conclusion that a grave injustice had been caused these people and
their constitutional rights had heen violated., Meanwhile, the vast majority of
Japanese-Americans remained loyal te the couniry despice this greatr adversity.
Manzanar 1s symbolic of this drastic event in Amerilcan history, an event that
is a reminder that a nation of laws needs constantly to honor the concept of
freedom and the rights of its citizens.

Japanese—Amer lcans

The arrival of the first Japanese ilmmigrants in the United States in the 1880s
waz welecomed by West Coast promoters who were leooking for cheap labor to replace
Chinese after the Chinese Exclusicon Act of 1882, At first, Japanese were slow
to enter the Unireg States, although a number emigrated to the Kingdom of Hawaii
to work on the sugar plantations. When Hawaii became a United States Territory
in 1898, many of these Japanese were free fo move to the mainland, eventually
causing Californlans of an anti-asian persvasion to view the newcomers as part
of an Oriental threat to the social well-~being of the country. At Che same
time, Japan was developing into an industrial nzatlen at an astounding rate,
which also alarmed some Americans of a "Yellow Peril.”

The migration continued. Tn 189%¢ there were 3,000 Japanese in the United States.
In 1500, 12,600 arrived, mostly from Hawaii. Between 1900 and 1903, 135,000
Japanese entered the country, many setbling in Califormia. Political and labor
leaders, jolned by newspaper publishers, began active campaigns against further
immigration. Reacting to California's concerns, the Federal Government
restricrted Japanase immigration in 1908 ("The Gentleman's Agreement”), then
probibited it entirely in 1924, Also, Japanese whe had entered the country
were barred frow citizenship. Meanwhile, California pagsed the Allen Land Law
in 1913, which had the effect of preventing Japanese immigrants from owning
land. Many Issei (firsc-generation 1mmigranots), however, simply transferred
their titles to thelr American-botrn children (Hisel).
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Even before Japan's surprise attack on Pearl Harbor sentiment against Japanesze
in america had reached a high pitch. December 7, 1941, lit the flame. Secretary
of the Navy lrank Knox, returning from a hasty inspection of Hawaii, informed
the nation that the attack had succeeded because ¢f the effective Fifth-column
work in the Islaands. In fact, there was no [ifth column in Hawaii. Lt. Gen.
John L. DeWitt, commanding genetral of the Western Defense (Command, wrote in
February 1942:

The Jzpanese race i5 an enemy race and while many second and third genera—
tion Japanese borm on United States soll, poessessed of Unlted States
citizenship, have become “Americanized,” the racial straing are undiluted.
«.. It, therefore, follows that along the Pacific Ceast over 112,000
potential enemies, of Japanese extraction, are at large today. There are
indications that these were organized and ready for concerted action at a
favorable opportunity. The very fact that no sabotage has taken place to
date i? a disturbing and confirming indication that such action will be
taken.

General DeWitt carried out Presidential Executive {Order 9066, first attempting
to have Japanese—Americans move from military zomes voluntarily. Sctate goveran-
ments in the Interior of the country generally refused to receive these people,
Meanwhile, the Justice Department rounded up aliens whe were considered poten-—
tially dangercous to the war effort. These included both German and Japanese
individuails who were turned over to the Department’s own internment centers .2

Cn March 1%, lQ&ZJEhe War Eelocation Authority {WRA}, firsc headed by Milton
5. Eisenhpower and then by Dillen 5. Myer, was created to head the mass resetrle-
ment, The U.5. Army selected the first two camp #ites, Manzanar in California's
Owens Valley and Poston on the Colovado River in Arizona. The Arn, Corps aof
Engineers began congtruction at these two sites and eight other that were
chosen by Ethe WRA:

Camp Capacity
Mapzanar , California 10,000
Tule Lake, Califernia 16,000
Foston, Arigana (3 units) 20,000
Rlvers, Arizona (2 unics) 15,000
Minidoka, Idaho 10,000
Topaz, Utah 10,000
Granade, Colorado 8,000
Heart Mountain, Wyoming 12,000
Jerome, Arkansas 16,000

Robhwer , Arkansas 10,000
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The Army oversaw the evacuation, which began in March and was completed by
August 1942, and controlled most of the evacuees themselves until November when
the War Relocation Authoriry rook over camp administration. Manzanar, however,
differed. It was filled to overflowing early in the process, i(s evacuees
being moved there directly from their homes rather than being first sent to
assembly centers, and the camp was turned over Lo the WRA on June 1, 1942,

The Japanese—americans arriving at Manzzonar found themselves 1in miserable
circumscances, Rows of 20 by 100-fcot, carpaper—covered batracks were their
living quarters. All other facilities were communal. Ume woman later recalled,

They used cheap plne wood j}hr walké?. The knots would fall off s0 we
could see into a neighbor’s room, acnd we could hear the sheocking sound of
volces, complaining, arguing bictterly. We weren't used to this. Our
family was a pgentle family. I was deeply upset because our daughter was
liscening, and I couldn't shut it out,

By their own efforts, however, the internees pradually improved thelr living
conditions as far as circumstances allowed. BPoctors and medical supplies

. slowly improved in quality anod quantity. After severe cshortages, school
supplies became more plemtiful. The internees established a chicken ranch, a
hog farm, and a pickle factory., For a time, the camp manufactured camouflage
materials for the military.

A picture has sometimes been drawn of Japanese-Americans living passively in
these camps throoughout the long menths of internment, accepting their fate
calmly, In fact, episodes of turmoil and viclence o¢curred in nearly all the
camps. Manzanar was o exception. In December 1%42, six masked men attacked
a suspected informer for the camp administration. The latter Identified one of
the attackers who was jailed. A mass meeting was held o proctest the arrest.
Negotiations breaking down, an angry crowd regathered and vowed to "get” other
suspected informers. The camp director ("project director”™) then called 1o
military police. The crowd refused to disperse; the military police threw Laar
gas, then opened fire. Two men were killed and nine wounded. The suspected
leaders of the rict were rewmoved from Hanzanar and eventually were resettled at
Tule Lake, Celifernia, after that camp became a center for digsenters from all
the others.

As 1947 ended, the War Department decided ro establish a Nisei combat team for
service 1o Europe. Volunteers had to pass a loyalty review by answering a
gquestionnalre. This poorly written document resuited in deep divisions within
the camps. Some pegple refused to answer questions concerning loyalty on Che
basis their legal rights were beling denied. Deep and troubling vifts amoag the
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internees developed. In the end, men from Manzanar volunteered for the Armoy,
and the all-Nisei 442nd Regimental Combat Team went on to glory in Italy and
France. another 3,700 Nisei served in combat areas in the Pacific War, mainly
in intelligence functiens, where they won the adpiration of Army and Marine
officers in the Central Pacific and elsewhere.

A% the war progressed, more and more American leaders questioned the justifica-
tion for contiouing the relocation camps, As the months passed, more and more
inrernees received permission to leave the camps, for military service, college,
farm work, and the like. Manzanar's population daclined to 5,000 1in 1944; the
camp was closed in 1945, Forty years later, Japanese—ameticans contlnue o
wake annual pilgrimages to this scene of their Incarceration.
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Footnotes

Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians, Personal
Justice Denied, Report of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment

OB W 024 -0 B
Eup. Wr-Ti- B4

Of Civilians (Washington, U.5. Government Printing Office, 1982}, p. 6.

Department of Justice internment centers are not to be confused with the
ten relocation or internment camps te which the general West Coast Japanese
population was moved, Since 1942, there has been much debate over the
names of Ehe latter camps. Although some Japanese-jpmericans prefer the
tern 'concentrtation camps,” the application of this term to the horrors in
Furope make it unacceptable te other Americans. The U.5., Supreme Court
refused to use the term io 1244, The term "internment cawp™ allows for
confusion between the ten camps and the Justice Department's detention
centers. ~Relocarion camp” is innoguocus,

Fred Barbash, "In Desert Camp, Life Behind Barbed Wire,” The Washingion
Post, December 6, 1932.
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Boundary Description

Starting at a2 point where Highway 395 meets a dirt road entering the highway
from the west 2,950 feet southeast of the inrersection of Highway 395 and
Shepherd Creek, then in a straight lLine along the west side of Highway 395
southeast for a distance of 6,250 feet to where Highway 333 meets a dirt road
encering the highway from the west, then In a straight line in an southwesterly
direction along the north side of that dirt road and projecting the line beyond
the turning of that road for a total distance from Highway 395 of 4,250 f{eet,
then in a straight line in a northwesterly directiom until it reaches the east
side of a norchwest—southeast dirt read, then continuing 1n a straight line
along the sast side of that reoad to its end, then in a streight line along the
south side of a dirt road in a northessterly direction te the polnt of beginning.
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1. Name
ristoric Sitka Maval Operating Base & UJ.S. Army Coastal Defenzes, Sitka
and or commaon Sitka, the Causeway,; Mt, Edgecumbe School

2. Location

street & number _..— not for publicattan
eily, lown K vicinity of Sitka
slale -Ala'ska code Uz Coumty Eitka DFStriCT code 22[]
- L] L]

3. Classification
Calmsgory Owrnership Stalus Prasant Use

X districl _X _ public . X occupied .. . agricuiture - . museum

_ building{s} _ _ private . — uUnoccupied —... commerciai —. . park
—— Siructure .. both . —. WOQIK I progress - educational - . privale residence
- . site Public Acquizsition Accossiblin .. - entertainment - - religious

. object ..M PTOCESS . A. yes: reslricted X government . .. scientihie

. being considered .—  yes unresiricted - - industrial - . transponation
NG .. .. malitary ___ other:

4. Owner of Property

Bureau of indian Affairs, USDI, Juneau Area Dffice, PO Box 3-8000, Juneau, AK 95302
name _ and Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Eacilities, Juneau, AK 89811_ _ _

streat & number

city. town - .. vicinity of slate

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds. etc.  Alaska State Office, Bureav of Land Management, USD!
555 Cordova Street, Ancharage, AK 39501;
sireet & number and State Magistrate Alasks, Sitka, AK 99835

city. town stale

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

thle has this property been defermined ehgible? .yes X no

tederal .. _ state _  counly . Iocat

date

depositdry tor survey records

city, lown
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7. Description

Condition Check one Check ona
___excellent ___ detericraied .. unalered X onginal site
good X ruins ._¥_ aitered _. moved  date o _ .
‘ 1awr — .. Unexposed

Deacriba the preassnt and ﬂrigi;lil I.if knaowrn| physical apgearance

Naval Cperating Base. Located on Japonski Island, 220 acres, immediately in
front of the City of Sitka, the Sitka Naval Operating Base began as a naval air
station in 71939, although some seaplane facilities had been developed two years
earlier. In 1245, the Navy transferred the property to the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, USDi, which opened Mt. Edgecumbe School for Native Alaskan children
tn 1947, This school closed tn 1983, The majority of the permanent naval
structures, flocated on the northeast side of the istand, have bkeen retained.
The school used many in their goriginal functiens, &.9., 2 gymnasium; while
gthers were put to adaptive uses, e.g., a hangar became wvocational shops.
Through the years, the structures were "brought up to code" many times. But
the exteriors of these permanent buildings and the general setting are
remarkably true to their World War [l appearance. Future use for this area has
nat been decided.

Eisewhere on Japonski Island several changes have occurred since the war.
Maarly a!f of the navy's wartime temporary structures have disappeared. The
U.S. Ceast Guard has erected a modern station at the narthwest end of the
isfand.  ©On high ground southwest of the naval hangars, U.S. Public Health
Service operates a large, concrete, five-story hospital, constructed in 1950,
{A small e to the rear was originally a naval medical facility.) ©n the west
side of Japonski, a runway has been carved out of rock and muskeg to serve
Sitka's community atrpert. During the war, transportation between the maval
base and Sitha was by ferry. [n 1372, a steel bridge joined the two.

Jeponski Island was set aside as a naval reservation in the 19th century. In
1902, the mavy established a coaling station on it, of which one large coal
storage building still stands, having been modified on both its interior and
exterior. Construction of the naval air station proper began in 1339, first by a
contractor, but completed by Seabees.

Pesigned primarily for seaplanes, air facilities cansist of a large, concrete
aircraft parking area-runway next to the water's edge and facing on Sitka
Harbor. Two concrete ramps (50 by 270 feet and 50 by 310 feet) lead into the
water, The parking area still has numergus steel rings for tying down
aircraft. Inland are two targe metal hamgars side by side, each measuring 254
by 186 feet. The_ northern hangar has a control towser extending above the
root line. Two walls of the operations room within this tower have large murals
of Southern and Southeast Alaska:; but it is not krnown if they date from the
war or were added later when the Federal Aviation Authority operated there.
The schoal used the northern hangar as wvocational training workshops, while a
fieldhause-gymnasium was housed in the southern one.

There having been nc level areaz on Japonski suited for a land runway, a
system of arresting gear and catapults was placed on the parking area in front
of the hangars which allowed carrier-type aircraft to land on a 1,5353- by
98-foot strip--similar to an aircraft carrier's. Mo trace of this equipment
remains, According to Seabee records, a third hangar was constructed during
the war, passibiy in a large cpen area south of the existing ones. Set into a
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retaining wall to the rear of the hangars is a series of small, stoutly
constructed nitches that served as ready magazines. The seaplane runways
were in Sitka Harbor (Channel} and in nearby Jamestown Bay.

Southeast of the air station, the navy constructed two piers, of which the
main, T-shaped one is in an advanced state of deterigration today. Inland from
these piers, stretching along the south end of the island, is the base's
industrial area. Among the more prominent structures in this area are th
former coaling building (above), shop buildings, and bombproof pawer plant.

On higher ground behind the hangars stands the administrative area; at the
south end is a two-story, concrete adminisiration building. Near its center, a
third story juts up which was a communications center. Qn its top is a
chservation deck {(crow's nest]. The school, too, used this structure as an
gdministrative center, with offices and classrgems. |n front of the building 15 a
grassy area containing a flagstaff and a Russian-manufactured field piece, the
history of which is unknown. {5itka was Alaska's capital until 1900.) Also
facing the canrnon, at right-angles to the administration building, is the
concrete naval recreatipn cenmter that contaimed a gymmasium-800-seat theater,
soda fountain, and bowling alleys. The schoo! used the structure for much the
same functions, fncluding girls' gymnasium and schoal library. in a row and
adjacent to this building are three other permanent structures--{wo large, two-
and three-siery barracks and a concrete mess hali.  All four buildings are
joined by closed-in corridors. In school days the barracks, divided inte rooms,
served as students' sleeping quarters. The mess hall and kitchen {(galley)
continued to function as such. A large, comfortabie lounge served through
both eras. But the maval brig, which t5 within the complex, was converted to
4 laundrette for students.

Between the hangar area and the northwest end of the island was officers’
cauntry. Here stands a large, three-story, bachelor officers' guarters, since
canverted to apartments; six duplexes for juniar married officers {families weres
removed soon after Pearl Harbor); four larger sets of quarters for senior
officers; and an officers' club (now named the Totem Club}. These several
structures were cccupied by staff personnel during the school period.

Beginning as a neat-and-tidy naval air station and growing intoc a naval
operating base {air station, radio station, naval seclor base, Marine barracks,
and subardinate naval shore activities), the installation readily adapted to 3

post-war role as & boarding school. Back in 1943, a newly-arrived Seabes
wiote:
1. The power plant is similar to ones at Kodiak and Duteh Harbor. This is

not surprising as the same contractor constructed all thres at the same time.
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It was a feeling of dishelief when we walked into g three story, steam
heated barracks complete with tile heads and showers, lounge, double
decked steel bunks, eight inch thick mattresses, steel lockers, and &
magnificient wview from every window. . . . We ware amazed whan we
walked into the mess hall. The interior was white, stainless steel
steam tables and coffee urns, tite deck, clean linoleum tapped tables,
and a radio-wvictrola combination. The library possessed practicatby
averything one would want to read . . . . The recreation building
housed the theater, canteen, hasketball Cm{tr bowling alleys, billiard
tables, exercise rooms, heads and showers,

Coastal Defenses

The specific historical resource is Fort Rousseauw on Makhnati Island and its
Causeway islands. Bul to provide a historical setting, the army's coastal
defense role is described in general. Once the naval air station was under
cansiruction, planning began for the installation of harbor defenses to protect
lhe base. The navy's contractor began work on army housing in January 194%.
The initial garrison arrived from Chiikoot Barracks in May. Little room being
left on Japonski Isiand, the army sefected two smaii islands to the south,
Charcoal and Alice. Named Fort Ray in September 1941, the two islands are
not considered to be historicslly significant but are mentioned here becajuse the
name Fort Ray is generally applied to all army installations at Sitka. Erom
13471 1o 18943, Fort Ray was recognized as the army's headquarters at Sitka. In
1943, a reorganization resulted in Fort Ray being attached to the Harbar
Defenses, which now had their headquarters on Makhnati Island.

Sitka's harbor defenses were meager throughout 1941. Not unti! five days after
Peari Harbor did the army announce that 5itka would acquire three &-inch gun
bhatteries. Meanwhile, authority was given to construct a causeway tram
Japenski to connecl a string of islands out into Sitka Sound and terminating at
Makbnati (sland where fortifications would be placed.

a. From an extract of CBMU 512 - Alaska and the Phlippines, Jtune

1943 -August 1945, pp. 31-32, History Files, 5itka Mational Historical Park.

3. Fort Ray was named in hanor of Brig. Gen. Patrick H. Ray who was
stationed at 5itka as a lieutenant in 1897 registering food supplies of would-be
goid seekers,
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Constroction of the 3,100-foot, rock-fill causeway proved most difficult. The
water varied in depth from 12 to 60 feet. Strong currents, angry waves, and
fierce starms required the causeway to be armored with rocks weighting up to
40 tons. The causeway was continualty breached, resulting in seeminaly
endless repairs. The islands themselves were rocky knobs that had to be
levelled. Caosting Qyer 32 million, the causeway was completed, apparently, in
the summer of 1942. Mon-fortification facilities included:

Japonski to Mewski. HNo structures on Newski

Nevski to Reshimosti island., Ration storehouse on Reshimosti

Reshimosti to Virublennoi Istand. Ration storehouse on Virublennol

Virublennoi to Gaold I1sland. Fuse house on Gold

Gold te Sasedni Island.  Three motor sheds, two officers' guarters, two
storehouses, eight barracks, Iwo dayrooms, and two mess halls on
Sasedni .

Sasedni to Kirushkin island, Eight barracks, two mess balls, two day
rooms, three storehouses, and a dispensary on Kirushkin

Kirgshkin te Mogilnoi Island. No structures on Maogilngi

Mogilnoi to Makhnati fsland. No known non-fortification structures of

. Makhnati

None of these struciures remain standing, but concrete siabs and other
remnants testify to their former presance.

]
; In July 1943, Makhnati (including the causeway) was declared to be the
I headquarters post of the Harbor Oefenses of Sitka and was named Fort
Rousseau, in honor of Maj. Gen. Loweil H. Rousseau. Defense structures were
erected on four islands, with the principal works being on Makhnati. Still
standing on Virublennoi are three reinforced-concrete, igloo-type ammunitio
i magazines and an earth-covered, concrete 'bunker" of wunknown function,
| Moving out to the next island, Sasedni, one finds four reinforced-concrete
i empiacements. These were for four of fourteen 20mm antiaircraft weapons that
the navy gave the army in  July 1942, Near each emplacement Is a
| reinforced-concrete- struciure that appears to be a personnel sheler.

with 800 feet to go, but they fail to mention a completion date. Cal. John

Copeland, Fart Ray, to Gen. S5.B. Buckner, Mar. 19, 1942, in Correspondence

of Maj. Gen. 5.B. Buckner, Record Group 338, Alaska Oefense Command,
: washington Matignal Records Center, MD.

|
i 4. Records state that the causeway reached Mogilnei Istand in March 1842,
}
|

the Carps of Engineers Alaska District. But efforts to examine thase drawings

. 5. Detailed pfans of Alaska's World War {1 fortifications are said to be filed at
ended i Tailurse,.
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On  the next island, Kirushkin, an elaborate reinforced-concrete and
martared-store complex of rooms is concealed in a narrow cleft. Stamped into
the concrete over a doorway is "18942." This is a "temporary"™ Harbor Defense

Command Post (HDCP) that the army constructed esarly in 1942 to coordinate the
harbor defenses for Sitka. The complex is anything but "temporary; it will
last For centuries. What the army seems to have had in mind was that the
permanent location of a HDCP would be elsewhere when Lhe defenses wers
complete. That was the case; the HDCP for Sitka was eventually established on
Makhnati |sland.

Makhnati (sland was not only the headguarters for 5Sitka's Harbor Defenses, it
had & fixed battery of t(wo Er-iréch guns, flanked on either side by a2 T35mm gun
emplacement {(Fanama maounts). These defense works are impressive. To the
rear of a rocky hill are two large splinterprocf, reinforced-concrete magazines.
Camouflage in the form of chicken wire and slrips of burlap still festoon their
fronts. Farward of the hill is the &-inch battery. The weapons were meunted
in barbsite emplacements. Behind them is a complex, casematad structure that
housed ammuniticn magazines and administrative areas that housed the Harbor
Defense Command Post, Harbor Entrance Control Post, and headquarters for
Harbor Defenses. Deep underground are three rooms whase function is
unknown ({local tradition holds they served as a hospital or dispensary). Even
the Coast Artillery was impressed; lhe commanding officer wrote ?J.he Alaskan
Department, "You should see it, a typical Ceast Artillery Fortress.!

Makhnati and its Causeway, portions of which have been damaged by storms,
are now cut off from Japonski Island by a moedern jet runway. The airport
management, howewver, makes arrangements for visitors to crass the runway at
scheduled times, The Causeway and its isiands are owned by the 5State of
Ataska.

Other coastal defenses at Sitka included an unfinished, fixed B-inch gun
battery at Shoals Paint, Kruzof Island, eleven miles west of Sitka, and called
Fort Babcock. 5Shoals Point alse had a temparary battery of two B-inch nawal
guns. A similar, Tincomplete battery was constructed on Bierka tsland twenty
miles south of Sitka (Fort Pierce). Three 75mm guns at Clga Point cowvered the

6. The 155mm battery was completed by March 1942. |t guarded the harbor
while the permanent, 6-inch battery was being constructed.

7. Cel. J.E. Copeland, Fart Ray, to Maj. Gen. 5.B. Buckner, March 19,
18942, in Correspondence of Maj. Gen. 5.B. Buckner, Alaska Department,
Record Group 338, Washington Mational Records Center, Suitland MD.
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nerthern inside passage to Sitka. And twg, two-gun S0mm batieries were
placed on Watson Paint oputside the town and on nearby Whale Island. Scattered
on several isfands near Sitka were reinforced-concrete fire control stations,
radars, snd coastal searchlight shelters. Many of these structures still exist.

Sitka Naval Operating Base: The historically significant features within the
proposed boundaries are: two aircraft hangars, metal clad, 186 feet by 254
feet each, and a conlrol tower mounted on the north hangar; the concrete
, parking area-runway in front of the hangars; two concrete seaplane ramps;

ready ammunition magazirnes behind the hangars; coal storage building;

bombpreaf power plant; shops buildings; adminfstration building; flagstaff;

recreation center; twao adjoining barracks, ong three-story and one two-story;
: concrete-walled mess ball; bachelor officers' guarters, three-stories; six duplex
i officers' guarters; four officers' guarters for senigr afficers; and the officers!
club (Totem Club}.

Excluded from the potential naticnal histerical landmark on Japonski !sland and
outside the proposed boundaries are: a residential complex; the U.5. Coast
. . Guard Station; Sitka airport; and the bridge from Japonski Island to the City
af Sitka.

. Fart Rousseau and Causeway: The historically significant features within the
. proposed boundaries are:

Causeway, 8,100 feet in length, rock-fill
Mevski Island
Reshimosti 1sland

Virublenngi island; three reinforced-concrete, ifgloo-type ammunition
magazinies; and an earth-covered concrete bunker

| Gold Island

; sasedni [sland:  four reinforced-toncrete antiaircraft gun emplacements,

| and four reinforced-concrefe personnel shelters

Kirushkin Islandg: reinforced-cancrete  harbor defense command post
{temporary )

Magilnoi [sland

Makhnati !siand {(Fort Rousseau): two 6-inch coastal gun emplacements;
two 155mm gun  emplacements; two reinforced-concrete ammunition
magazines; reinforced-concrete complex containing magazines, harbar
detense headquarters, harbor defense command past, and harbor
entrance control post.
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Period Araax of Signilicance —Chack and justify below
. prehistong archegiogy-prehrstorns community planning . landscape architecture religion
4001459 . archealogy-historic . consarvation law —.. sCience
. 1500-1599 . agricultture BCONOMILS . nterature sculpture
e Ye00-16893 . L architecture educabon x mikilary social
17001799 .- art - enginearing . MUsic humanitarian
1800-1899 COMMEerce explorabon seftlement . . philosophy ... theater
X 1900- communications indusiry . politics gowvernment . lransportation
inventian . other {spacify)
Specilic datea 1939-1943 Builder Architect

Statament of Significance [in one paragraph}

Sitka Naval Operating Base had the Navy's first air station in Alaska for the
defense of that sirategicaily located land as the worid plunged into war in 1939,
its patral planes covered the enlire Southeast Alaska and far out into the Gulf
of Alaska. Soon joined by naval air stations farther west, at Kodiak and Dutch
Harbar, it became an intermediate point between them and Puget Sound. After
the attack on Pearl Harbor, when it was not knowrn where the enemy might
strike next, Sitka's preparedness was crucial., Again, when the Imperfal Fleet
sailed east in June 1942, Sitka was alert for a potential assault on the Alaskan
mainiand. The Army's coastal defemses at Sitka, with their headguarters and
key installations on Makhnati, stood ready through those tense months to
defend Lhe naval base against attack.

The Build-up

'n the 1930s, the War Depariment, considering the possibility of war in the
Pacific, developed Pian Orange that recognized the strategic triangle of Alaska,
Hawaii, and Parrama &s America's main |ine of defense. Ironically, at that time

Alaska had no land, sea, ar air defenses, only a small peacetime garriscn at
Chitkoot Barracks near Haines. Then, in 1937, lhe Navy secured a small
appropriation 1o establish some facilities at Sitka for servicing its PBY
Catalinas. ©One year later, & naval board urged the construction of naval air
stations at Sitks, Kodiak, and Dutch Harbor, all in Alaska. Congress
appropriated funds in 1939 and the Navy employed & civilian contractor, Siems
Lrake Puget 5Sound, toc begin construction.

The Navy had long had an interest in Sitka where it had acquired a reservation
on Japonski Island when the United States purchased Alaska. From 1879 to
1884, the U.5. Navy had the responsibility for maintaining taw and order in the
Territory, where lawlessness ruled. [n 1302, it established a coaling station on
Japonski and, tater, a wireless station. When the contractor arrived in the fall
of 1939, he found that the island had two coaiing sheds, already converted 1o
other uses, a handfuli of smail buildings, and a great deal of muskeg and
forest. Even as the attractive, permanent buildings began tc take shape, thea
Navy formally commissioned the Sitka MNawval Air Station on October 1, 19232, the
first such installation in Alaska to become operational. Operations on Japonski
soon expanded to include a radio station, nawval section base, Marine barracks,
and subordinate naval shore activities. Although the scope of its aperations
did not grow as large as those at Kodiak and Dutch Harbor, Sitka was
. redesignated as a naval operating base on July 20, 1942,
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when Japan attacked Qahu and destroyed its naval and army air forces as wett
a5 the battleships, Sitka, like other places on the Pacific Coast, became the
front tine for a time. The threat of invasion remained quite real until the
defeat of the Japanese fleet at the Battle of Midway in June 1942. The
simultanecus landing of Japanese forces in the western Aleutians increased the
state of atertness of GSitka. Its flying beats patrolled the Guif of Alaska,
tracked down rapeoried submarine activity, and scoured the harbors and fiords
of Sputheast Alaska for enemy activity.

As preparations grew for an Americarn counterattack in the Aleutians, military
activity moved westward in Alaska and on the Chain. Gradually, Sitka‘s rois
lessened, but the naval base continuwed to serve as the intermediate base
between the United States and Kodiak. The western Aleutians were recaptured
it the summer of 1943 anmd the Pacific War mowved farther away. Finally, an
August 15, 1944, Sitka Mawval Operating Base was decommissioned and placed on
& housekeeping hasis. It experienced neither a brief, bloocdy battle, such as
Midway, nor served as & bass for actively asssulting the enemy, such as Adak.
But in the first months of wWorld War ! it was one of the few installarions
prepared to protect the North Pacific.

The U.5. Army had long had the mission to defend American's harbors and
naval bases against an enemy invasion. Sitka was no exception. Coast
Artitlery troops arrived in March 1941 to man coastal guns, antiaircraft guns,
sgarchlights, and radar. Siems Drake Puget Sound and, later, Ssabees rushed
to complete temporary and permanent batteries. 8y Pear! Harbor, T5%mm and
3-inch guns, and 3¥mm and .50 caliber antiaircraft weapons were in position;
the causaway to Makhnati Island was under construction, and planning was
vnderway for construction of three permanent E-inch gun batteries.

Seabees were still at work on these three batteries when the Japanese were
driven from the western Aleutians jn 1943,  With this change in the tacticai
situation in the Alaskan Theatear, the Alaskarn Depariment concluded to suspend
construction of the fixed batteries on Kruzof and Biorka islands and rush
completion of the battery at Harbor Defense headgquarters on Makhnati. The
last known report on this battery, dated someiime in 1944, stated that the work
was practically completed. B8y spring 1944, the Army had decided 1o cioze its
Sitka establishments and in August a company of Coast Artilery troops arrived
to assume caretaker duties. The war was now far away, but Makhnati had
already proven its worth as the most [important element in Sitka's defenses
through its weapons, radar, Harbor Defense Cammand Post, Harbor Entrance
Centrol Post, and Harbor Defense headquarters.

1. At that time, the G-inch battery on Biorka {Fort Pierce} was 98 percent
completed; the hattery on Kruzof {Fort Babcock), 88 percent; and the batiery
on Makhnati (Fort Rousseau), 98 percent. When work was stopped on Kruzof,
construction material was stored inside the completed magazines where some of it
remains to this day, i excettent condition. The Biorka site was not wvisited.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Yerbal boundary description: Nawval Afr Station: Starting at a point at the
water's edge 2,000 feet east southeast of the northwest end of Jfaponski, then
following the shoreline along 5Sitka Harbor but to include the seaplane ramps
and piers, to the scutheast end of Japonski, then southwest 700 feet to enclose
the southeast end of the island, then west northwest 1,300 feet along the shore
of a lagoon that separates Japonski from Charcoal Island, then nartih northwest
2,000 feet on a line that separates the air station from a housing complex and
the Pubiic Health hospital to the road that runs along the nertheast side of
Japonski, then west northwest 2,000 feet on & line 100 feet southwest of the
road and generally parailleling it so as to include a row of officers' quarters,
then north northeast 700 feet to the painl of origin. These boundaries include
the seaplane facilities, Iindustrial ares, administrative arsa, and officers’
country of the Sitka Nawval Air Station.

Makhnati and Causeway: Starting at a paint at the east junction of the
Causeway and Japonski island, then following an irregular line aleng the
southern shores of the Causeway and the severn isfands to the southwest end of
Makhrmati [stand, then follewing an irregular line along the northern shores of
the Causeway and the islands to the west junction of the Causeway and
Japonski, then across the Caouseway 1o the point of origin. These boundaries
include the entire Causeway and the coastal defense works on the several
islands.
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1. Sitka Waval Alr Station. he of two hangavs and control
tower . Th= paved aroca In fromT was both gircraft parkingy
8] 8 short runway fitted out 1ike an airera’r carcier's
flight deck.

Photo by F.E. Thompson Julw I423

7. %itka Maval Adir Station. ©On left 4% The adeinistration
W:ilding. The W:ildfog vith the dormer windows and the
grructure bakind ic srrved as comfortahle barracks.  Om
the right a partion of the mess hall wmay he seen.

Pt by E.¥. Thompzon Tuly 1983
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7. Second-floar opening of a large, igloo~type cagacine
on Makhnati Tsland. XNote £hoe chnicker wivre and fragmoenls of
hielup thar camouflaged the face of the magoi ine,

Phiwte by E.%. Thempson Juls 31003

.
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B. Pnfinished f-inch battery at Shaals Pelnt, Eruzel Island,
west of Sitka. In foregeoend ks the heavy roel of the _
pagazines. On top are the hatiery comracder s pust and a fite
contro! sryxtion. Had the hetfery been complefed, = mxsaive
covering of carth would have buried the strocture almasl up

ten the ohservation s1§0R.

Fhata by E.N. Thompuan Julvy T9EI
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1. Name

histong Kudmk MNaval Dperatmg Base and Forts Greely and ﬁ.bercrnmme

and or commen W9 Goast Guard Sepport Center and Fort Abercrombie State Historic Park

2. Location

street & number oL e W _._ ._. ._ __ _-- notlaer publication
Eity. town _‘)'_(_ui.cinily of Kodiak
state Alaska coge 02 county  Kodiak District code 150
L | - -
3. Classification
Categary Ownership Status Present LUse
_ distrigt X pubhc — octupied _...agriculture . museum
. ._ buildingis] _. _ grivate . umaccupied .. . commercial _X_ park
structure _. both _  work in progress - . educatianal private residenca
X site Fublic Acguisition Accessible enterlainmen! religicus
_. obiect in process _ X yes: restrictad ¥ government - scientific
- being considered — _. yes; unrestricted ... industrial — . transporation
no _}{ military —.. olhear:

4. Owner of Property

name U.S. Coast Guard, 17th USCG District, Pouch 3.5000, Juneau, AK 98307
' i “""and Alaska Division of Parks, Dept. of Natura! Resources,

street & number 619 Warehouse ﬂwe Anchorage AK 995{]1

city, lown — — wicinlty of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse. registry of deeds. etc. 17th LS. Coast Guard District, U. 5. Dept. of Transportation,_
el Pouch 3-5000, Juneau, AK 99801 an

swreet & number Division of Land and Water Managernent, Depi. of Natural Resources,
Alaska
city. town 3601 C Street, Anchorage sfate Alaska

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tite Natlﬂﬂﬂl Register of Hlsmrlc Places has this properly bean determined eligizie? X yes . no
date October 27,1870 __X federal . state . counly local
depository tor survey records Natlunal Register of Hlsmr:c Flaces

city. town Washington siate LG
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7. Description

Condition Check ane Check one
__ excellent _X deteriorated . _ unattered Xoriginal sile
‘ goad . PUINS . Xatered _. moved date . . R
fair - — unexposed

Describhe the present and original (it known} physical appearance

Kodiak Mawval Operating Base and Fart Greely were the principal adwvance bases
in Alaska on the outbreak of World War 1l. They are five miles southwest af
the city of HKediak, the oldest permanent Russian settlement in Alaska.
Construction began in 1932 and both were formally established in 1941. These
installations, adjacent to each other, are now ong reservation administered by
the U.5. Coast Guard. The naval facilities were localed between the head of
Womens Bay and Buskin River and on Nyman Peninsula.  Fort Greely's main
developments were north of Buskin River, from Buskin Lake in the west to
5t. Faul Harbor in the east. Construclion was first carried put by a civilian
contractor; at the beginning of 1943, Naval Construction Battalions {Seabees)
gradually took owver a&ll construction for both services. Today, most of the
Worid War Il naval structures remain standing and are used by the U.5. Cpast
Guard Support Center. Few army structures remain in the Fort Greely area.

Mawval Operating Base

There are two areas possessing historical significance at the former nawval base:
1. the seaplane station and submarine base at Womens Bay, and 2. the
land-plane airfield south of Buskin River. The conlractor's administrative area
and the extensive nawval hausing do not contrbute significantly to  the
operational histary of the base,

Land-plang Airfield

At the north end of the naval reservation and south of Buskin River, the
airfield was used by bhoth the army and navy. There are three runways,
roughly in a figure 4 cenfiguration. The two shorter runways (Mos. 1 and 2},
5,400 by 150 feet and 5,000 by 150 feet, were constructed by the nawvy. Later,
to station bombers at the field, the army funded construction of the third (No.
3}, 6,000 by 150 feet. Al three were paved. Along the naorth side of the field
several plane reveimerts cut into the side aof a low hill remain from World war
1. Mothing remains of some 25 wartime hangars that stood around the
runways. Today, light planes park in the reveiments. Commercial and private
air operations and faciflities are leased or permitied st the field today. The
field belongs to the U.S. Coast Guard and is used by it in carrying out ccean
air patrois in the Alaska region, A mile-long laxiway joins the airfield to the
seaptane facilities to the south.

Mawval Afr Statien {Seaplanes}

The seaplane (primarity FPBY, or Catalina, flying boats) facilities were at the
head of Womens Bay. There are two farge, permanent seaplane hangars, 320
by 250 feet each, and a large, paved parking area around and between them.
The hangars now serve Coast Guard patrol (land) planes and helicopters and
have been extensively modernized, some $10 million having been spent on them.
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The western hangar has a control tower thal served the seaplanes in wWorld War
I, At the head of Womens Bay are three concrete seaplane ramps. During the
1964 earthquake this ares sanmk sewveral feet, rupturing the ramps where they
entered the water. A l|arge dike now separates them from the aircraft parking
ares. 'nland from the hangars is the large engine-overhaul and aircraft
maintenance building (essentially, a third hangar), still used as such. East of
this building are six smaller structures in the industrial area: cold storage and
commissary, two general ajrcraft storage buildings, two workshops, and a
storehouse.

Beyond but ciose to the southeast corner of the aircraft parking area, near the
shore of Womens Bay, the navy's Alaska Sector Command, or administration,
building steood wntil 1983, MNothing remains of the two-story struciure torn
down that vear.

Six hundred feet farther out on Myman Peninsula, on Womens Bay shore road,
stands the bombproof nawval  air station  power plant. This sturdy,
reinforced-concrete  building is  similar In  construction to  existing rmawval
bombproof plants at Dutch Harbor and 5itka.

Submarine Base Area

Most of Nyman Peninsule was occupied by a submarine base that consisted of
frame barracks, mess halls, small shops, and fuel slorage tanks, these fast stith
remaining. Two historic structures in this area are the tender and tanker
pier, 450 by 50 feet, which is used for importing petroleum products and is in
excellent condifion, and the marginal pier, 1,400 by 30 feet, which is intact but
not maintained. A 30-ton, stiff-leg derrick once on this pier is no more.

Fart GreeJE

Between 1940 and 1944, the U.S5. Army maintained a garrison and coastal
defense warks at Fort Greely, carved out of that portiom of the nawal
reservation north of Buskin River. Mare than 11,000 goFfficers and men were
housed in a !imited area that resulted in a cramped and crowded physical
layout. Virtually nothing remains today of Garrisens 1 and 2 and other post
facilities. Today, modern Coast Guard family housing occupies part of Forl
Greely; commercial fishermen lease other areas to store crab pots and other
fishing equipment, On the east shore of the army base, historically impartant
coastal defense installations are found on Artillery Hill and Buskin Hill. Both
areas belong to the U.S. Caoast Guard, but Buskin Hill is leased by the Alaska
Bivision of Parks which has established there the Buskin State Recreation Park.
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Of prime importance on  Artillery Hill is the underground Harbor Defense
Cammand Post (HDCPR), the cantrol center for all coastal defenses at Kediak.
This reinforced-concrete structure is in a cut-and-fill posilion near the iep of
Artillery Hill. Access is difficult, the ane entrance having been filled with
earth to prevent wandals from entering. Although the interior has not beean
examined, it is known to conlain six concrete-walled rooms that were offices and
the necessary utitities. The structure measures &¢ by 40 feet. Along the
military road leading up the hill to the HDCP are several personngl airraid
sheiters, sach constructed with corrugated meta! {similar to guonset huts) and
covered with rock and earth., Alsp found an the hill are several collapsed
quonset huts, quite beyond salvage.

Buskin ,Hill has at deast two (of four} 155mm gun emplacements, FPanama
mounts. This balttery was one of three al Kodiak thal provided the primary
coastal defemse for the nmawval baze for the first two years of the war, until the
permanent coastal gun batteries were completed.

| Fort Abercrombie

. &L Miller Point, four miles northeast of the city of Kodiak, the army erected &
permanent &-inch gun batiery {Battery MNo. 403} and ESIEIbHShEda it as a
sub-past of Fort Greely, naming it Fort Abercrombie in April 1943, Today,
the two concrele-and-steel, barbette gun emplacements are on the cliff's edge
overlooking the Pacific Ocearn. To the rear is a casemated ammunition magazine.
Two rear entrances join in the interior to create a U-shaped corridor, off which
are the ammunition roems. On top of the magazire is the reinforced-concrete
battery commander's station, missing its {wooden?) roof. Im front of the
magazine is a reinforced-concrete, partly-damaged, cancpy of, possibly, a Tfire
control station.  Farther Lo the rear, aleng the appreoach road to the battery,
are a large, reinforced-concrete, war reserve, ammunition magazine, and a
smaller reinforced-concrete structure that possibly was a  communications-
switchbaoard facility.

1. The search fer ali four emplacements was thwarted by a combination of
heavy wvegetation, foul weather, and illegal squatters.

2. Two other sub-posts, Forts Tidball (6-inch gun battery on Long lsland in

front of Kodiak) and J.H. Smith (8-inch gun battery at Cape Chiniak south of

kKodiak) were established at the same time. The practice of designating
. batteries as forts may be upique to Alaska.
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wWhen the army abandoned Fort Abercrombie, it did not remove the two 2-Tnch
guns, but destrgyed them in place with explosives. As a result, the gun pits
today contain twisted steel from the gun carriages. The gun tubes, partially
destroyed at their breech ends, are alsoc present and have bheen placed on
concrete pedestals Tor display.

Fort Abercrombie is a state historical park and is on the eve af interpretive
development. A museum cancerning World War || coastal defense is planned for
the casemated magazine.

Summar‘x

The foltowing structures and areas are considered significant 1o Kodiak's Wortd
War 1l history:

Kodiak MNawal Operating Base--Two seapiane hamrgars; aircrafl parking area;
three seaplane ramps; engine overhaut and aircraft maintenance building; the
industrial area; power pltant; and the iender and tanker pier and the marginal
pier at the submarine base.

Land airfield, MNawai Air Station--Three runways and aircraft revetments on
north side of field. Modern air termina! facilities at west end of the area are
excluded.

Fort Greely--Harbor defense installations an Artillery Hill and 8uskin Hill.

Fort Abercrombie--An 3-inch c¢oastal gun battery and supporting Facilities.

CMEB Mo, 100 OTH
Exp. W)-J1-84



B. Significance

Farigd Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
. prehistoric archeology-prehistons . community planning . tandscape architecture _ religion
1400--1499 _. argheology -historic _ canservation C. law . sCience
. 15001554 . agricuiture . eConomics hterature . . Sculpture
= 1600-1599  _ . architecture . educahtion X military . saocial
o 1T00-17a9 ._ art ENQingering - . MuSsIig humanilarian
180018599 . Loammerce exploration settiement philasaphy _  theater
X 1900 . commumnications industry . palifcs government — lransporiation
inyeniian . . Other |specity)
Specific dates 1941-1944 Buil_der .i_l_.rchitect

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)

MNaval Operating Base: The nawval gperating base, with itz air station,
submarine base, headquarters for Rear Adm. Robert A. Theobald {later, Rsar
Adm. Theomas €. Kinkaid), Merth Pacific Force, and joint operations center for
lhe MNavy, Army (Maj. Gen. Simon B. Buckner), and Army Air Force (Brig.
Gen. William O. Butler), was operational at the time of the Japanese attack on
Fearl Harbor. It was then the principal advance naval base in Alaska and the
Morth Pacific. Coordinating with the maval establishments at Sitka to the east
and Dutch Harbor to the west, its flying boats made their vital patrols of the
Gulf of Alaska, Berimg Sea, and Morth Pacific Ocean, The ships and
submarines of North Pacific force played critical roles in the Alesutian Campaign.
Establishment of the jcint operations center allowed for coordinated planning to
drive the Japanese from the Marth Pacific.

Fort Greely: In the uncertainties following the Japanese attack om Pearl
Harbor, the Alaskan ouilpost aof Fort Greely, with its coast artillery, and

. infantry troops, stood ready to repel an invader, For ower a year, the
Japanese threat remained real but, in the eand, the enemy did not coma. Army
bombers sicod ready in Kodiak's hostile weather wntil, 0 June 1942, the
opportunity came to meet the enemy force attacking Unalaska in the Aleutians.
The coastal defenses remain as evidence of the time wher World War 11 came to
Alaska,

A HiStDFE

During the 1930s, the war Department considered the possibility of a war in the
Pacific and prepared War Plan Orange to meet that ewventuality. The plan
cohcluded that the "strategic triangle" of Alaska, Hawaii, and Panama should
form the main |ine of defense. Cespite this concept, Alaska possessed no
defenses, Even as Europe prepared for war, the only army installation in
Alaska was a tiny garrison at Chilkoot Barracks near Haines. The navy was no
better prepared. Mot unti! 1937 did it succeed in obtaining a few thousand
doltars to begin a seaplane base at Sitka. Late in 1938, a naval board urged
the strengthening of Sitka and the establishment of sesaplane and submarine
bases at Kodiak anmd Dutch Harbor. Congress approved and a civilian
contractor, 5Siems Drake Puget Sound, began construction at Kodiak in
September 1939. Congress also appropriated funds te strengthen the army in
Alaska, including defenses for the Kodiak naval installation. Because the
navy's contractor was already at work at Kodiak, the army employed him to
construct its facilities, which were eventually named Fort Greely, in honar of
. the Arctic explorer, Maj. Gen. Adolphus W. Greely.

The Kodiak Naval Operating Base eventually included a nawal air station, with
facitities for both land- and seaplanes, submarine base, net depot, ammunition
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and fuel storage, docks and piers, and provistoning facilities. When Admiral
Chester MNimitz, Commander in Chief, Pacific, at Pearl Harbor, learned of the
coming Japarnese attack on the Aleutians, he allotted Task Force & (later
redesignated as MNorth Pacific Force), under Rear Adm. Robert A. Theabald, to
Alaska. Thecobald, '"one of the best brains and worst dispositions in the
Mawy," and distrustful of army brass, established his flag aboard cruiser
Mashville and took persanal command of his main body of five cruisers and four
destroyers. The admiral conciuded that the lapanese would not invade the
western Aleutians but would attack Farther east. He therefore deployed his
main beody 400 miles due south of Kediak to defend the eastern Alsutians and
Alaska. Because of this decision, Theobald's force was out of any possible
action when the ailacks came. Further, the imperative need far radio silence
resulted in his inability to issue orders to his air and other surface groups.
Afterwards, realizing he could not gontrel events from a ship, Theobald
established his headguarters at Kodiak.

Ouring the Japanese landings in June 7942, Maj. Gen. Simon 5. Buckner,
commanding the army's Alaskan Department, aperated from his joint cperations
center at Fort Hichardson oulside Anchorage. Far remowved from the field and
agut of touch with the nawvy, Buckner discovered that his center was wholly
inadequate to the task. Despite Theobald's condescending airs, Bucknesr and
his chief of air, Brig. Gen. William O. Buller, mowved thair adwance command
post to Kodiak, occupying the nawvy's Alaska Sector building, alongside the
admiral. {(While this move improved operational contral in the Aleutian
Campaign, discord between the admiral and the generals continued to fester.
Finaily, Thechald was reassigned and replaced by the South Pacific warrior,
FEear Adm. Thomas C. Kinkaid, who succeeded admirably in working with the
army .}

The Kodiak joint command post continued to direct Afaskan operaticns until
March 1943, when Buckner and Kinkaid moved to Adak istand to be closer to
the forthcoming invasions of Attu and Kiska. The post commander at Faort
Graely was Brig. Gen. Charles H. Corlett, who later distinguished himself by
leading the ground forces that landed at Kiska, by commanding the Sewventh
infamiry Division in capiuring HKwajalein island ir the Marshalls, and, still
fater, by coammanding an army corps in Europe.

The first army troops arrived at Keodiak in April 1841 and the post of Fort
Greely was formally established that September, Construction of both
permanent and temporary coastal gun batteries and antiaircraft positions was

1. Samuel Eliot Merison, Coral Sea, Midway and Submarine Actions, May

1942-August 1942,  History of United States Naval Operations in World War if
{Baston 19753, p. 171.
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undertaken by the ciwvilian contractor, but completed by Seabees, all under the
watchful eye of Col. B.B. Talley, Corps of Engineers. The permanent works
consisted of threg batteries, each with two guns in barbette emplacements and =2
casemated magazing to the rear:

Fort Abercrombie at Miller Point, two 8-inch guns
Fort J.H. Smith at Cape Chiniak, identical ta Abercrombie
Fort Tidball on Long Island, two 6-inch guns, steel turrets

Other coastal defenses consisted of three 155mm batteries on Pamama mounts
{four guns each) and two 90mm batisries {two fixed guns each). A4 total of 32
.30 caliber machine guns were emplaced at  strategic points. Alsa, an
undetermined number of field artillery pieces was brought to Kodiak., At Fort
Greely, the all-impgrtant harbor defense command post was constructed on
Buskin Hiit, overlooking the naval base.

The 15Lmm battaries played an important role in the early months of the war
because their emplacements could be constructed quickly. Construclion of the
heavier batteries, with their reinforced-concrete, casemated magazines, ook

. longer. These three batleries were completed in 1943, about the time the
Aleutians were freed from Japanese forces. As the war moved farther from
Alaska, the coast artillery companies began leaving Kodiak until, in December
1944, fFort Greely was placed in a caretaker status.

In addition to defense instailations, the army added to Kodizsk's offensive
capabtlities through the Eleventh Air Farce's medium and heavy bombers. The
navy's two land runways being too short for these planes, the army funded
construction of a third runway, 6,000 feet in length. In addition to American
aircraft, the Royal Canadian Air Force stationed its Baolingbroke bombers at
Kodigk from time to time in arder to patrol the Gu!f of Alaska and Bering Sea.
In the fall of 1942, Canada also stationed a fighter sguadron there, making
Hodiak its rear base in Alaska.

The navy continued fts oparations at Kodiak, not decommissioning its submarine
pase until May 1945, The naval air station remained active throughout the war
and on inte years of peace. Back in 1941, when Japan attacked Pearl Harbor,
and again in 1942, when the Japanese invaded the Aleutians, Kodiak was a
strong link in Americats thin chain of defense in the northwest corner of Morth
America. 1t fulfilled ifs mission well.
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Beginning at a point where the northeast corner of Artillery Hill meets the ses
at 5t. Pau! Harhor, then following the coast of Keodiak in a southerly and
southwester|y direction past Artillery Hill, Buskin Hill, the mouth of Buskin
River, Finny Besch, and along the east side of KWyman PFPeninsula to its
southeast corner at Nyman Spit; then in a northwest direction along the tip of
Myman Peninsula ta its sadthwest corner; then in a northeast direction along
the northwest coast of Nyman Peninsula so as to include a marginal piger and a
petroleum pier to the southeast corner of 3 paved aircraft parking area; then in
a straight line in a northwest direction along the southwest side of the parking
aras so as to include three concrete ramps to the wastern corner of the parking
area; then in a straight [ine in a northeastarly direction aleng the northwest
boundary of the parking area to the southwest side of a paved rosd; then in a
straight line in a sautheasterly direction along the southwest side of this road
to its junction with 2 paved reoad ceming from the northeast; than in a straight
ftre in a2 northeast direction aleng the southeast side of this road to its junction
with a paved road running northwest-southeast; then in a straight line in a
southeast. direction along the southwest side of this road to its end; then
projecting that line to where it meets the edge of a taxiway; then in a generally
northeasterly direction along the northwes! side of the taxiway and an adjoining
runway to the intersection of that runway and a northwest-southeast runway;
then in a northwesterly direction along the adge of this runway to its
intersection with an east-west runway: then westarly ziong the southern edge
of this runway to its western end; then around this runway's western end to
an unimproved road orr its northern side; then following the south edge of this
road easterly to its junction with a dirt road coming from the northeast; then in
a northeasterly direction along the eastern side of this road to a bridge that
crasses Buskin River; then inm a line in a northeastern direction that parallels
the coast szlong 5t. Paul Harbor and which is about 1,200 feet distant from the
coast fo an east-west dirt road aleng the north side of Artillery Hill; then along
the southern side of that road in an easterly direction to the point of
beginning.

These boundaries enclose the following historically significant features: the
naval seaplane base, bombprool power plant, subhmarine base piers, aircraft
hangars and maintenance buildings, army-navy airfield, 155mm gun battery on
Buskin Hiil, and the harbor defense command post an Artillery Hill.

Fort Abercrombie: The boundary is the water boundary on three sides of
Milier Point. The fourth side is a straight line cutting across Miller Point from
Monashka Bay to Mill Bay, 2,500 feet inland from Miller Point. The boundary
encloses the B-inch gun battery and its supporting fortification structures.
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1. Name

historic Dutch Harbor Naval Operating Base and Fort Mears, U5, Army

and or COMMmon Amaknak Island

2. Location

street & numbper o — .. met for publicalion
city. town lUnalaska .. vicwnity ol
stale Alaska code 02 county Aleutian islands code Q10
- - -
3. Classification
Categary Ownarship Status Presenl Use
__ _ district - . pubhc A occuped - — agriculture .. Museum
_ building(s} ._ private _  unpccupied X commercial —.. park
.. &tructure . % both . WwWOrk In progress ceducational _.. private resigence
X ose Public Acquisitian Accessihle _ enlefainment _ . _ religious
.. _ abect in process - wyes: restricied X government _ _ scientilic
. being considered X yes: unresiricied - - indusirial X transporiation
_ no _ tralitary _X_ oiher: unusad
4. Owner of Property
name Ounalashka Corporation, P.O, Box 148, Unalaska, AK; City of Unalaska, Unalaska, AK; and

Ataska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, Juneau, AK

street & numper

City. town .. wicmity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

and State Magistrate Alaska, Unalaska, AK

siree! & number

cify. town slale

Alaska State Dffice, Bureau of Land Management, LSDI, Anchorage, Ak,

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Nane

htle

date _ R federal state county
‘E’E"s““ Ty far survey records

cily, kawn state

has this property been determined eligible? yES

local



7. Description

Condition Check ans Check one

good _X_ ruins X altered . moved  dale . - )

. exceltenl .__ detenorated _. unaltered . Xoriginal site

fair

_ unexposed

Dexcriba the presant and original (if known} physical appearance

Dutch Harbor Nawval Operating Base and Fort Mears are on Amaknak Island in
{Inalaska Bay, which is on the north side of Unalaska Island, ane of the Fox
Islands im the Aleutians. Unalaska is approximately 1,080 air-miles southwest of

Anchorage. Amaknak Island lies within the city limits of Unalaska. it is about
5% miles long and wvaries in width from a few hundred yards to about one mile.
It may be divided inta four areas: In the north Mount Ballyhoo and Ulakta

Head rise dramaticalty from the sea. Ulakta Head still contains World War Il
coasial defenses and some coast artillery guarters: a reinforced-concrete,
casemated S-inch gun battery; two 135mm gun emplacements (Panama mountsy; a
dug-in, concrete battery command post; two fire contro! stations; a joint army
and navy c¢ombination harbor entrance control post and harbor defense command
post; eight igloo- and elephant-type magazines; several [rame barracks and
starehouses: and numerous quonset huts mostly in ruins.  The army named
{llakta Head "Fort Schwatka" and it is known locally today as "Eagie's Nest.”

Ta the south of Mount Ballyhoo lies the site of former Dutch Harbor Naval
QOperating Base on relativety low but rolling terrain. This area was intensely
built up during World War |l and most structures remain, although many are
fast deteriorating and some are already ruins. FPrincipal features include: the
short (4,385-foct) navy runway which serves the commercial airpert teday,
plane  revetments aleng the north  side of the runway, magazines,
aerology-operations  building  (now an  airline terminal}, double hangar,
bombproof power plant, two wharves, brick apartment house, a large number of
occupied cottages (former naval guarters), tarpeda starehouse and two hillside
tunnels for torpedo explosives, and a large number of deteriorated naval
structures, including storehouses, shops, barracks, and hospital. A new air
terminal is wunder construction,

Sguth of the naval base is the original site of Fort Mears which was taken over
by the Navy in 1944. This was primarily the army's housing arga and il
contained many frame, twa-story, mobilization-iype barracks, stererooms, mess
halls, theater, and a hospital. Sewveral of the barracks remain slanding but all
of them are in poor candition. In the Fort Wears aresa are several concrele
pillboxes and, on the hillsides, personnel trenches. South of and close to Fort
Mears is what might be called "downtown" Amaknak. Located here are a motel,
shopping center, moadern housing, and, at the former submarine base dock, &
large container shipping facility. Also in this area, at Lhe parrowest part of
the island, stands a wartime marine railway.

The south end of Amaknak is called Little South America because its ocutline
resembles that continent in shape. Like the north end of the isiand, it is
dominated by a hill. The army named it Hill 400, while it is now known locally
as Bunker Hitl--from its coastal defense structures. Along its west and south
base are fifteen reinforced concrete or stesl ammunitiornn magazines and a
warhead lunnel. A winding road leads to the top of the hill and several more
igloc- ar elephant-type magazines are scattered alang it. £n the wvery top is a
dug-in, two-level, reinforced-concrete battery commander station. Nearby is a
frame fire contral station which, considering it is wood, is in remarkahly good
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condition. Also an top are four 155mm gun emplacements {Panama mounts).
Wooden ready magazines at these emplacements are also in good condition.
Elsewhere on the hill are ruins of a few quonset buts and frame buildings.

The histaric areas and features hbeing considered are the army coastal defense
systems at Ulakta Head and Hill 400 and the following naval structures at Dutch
Harbor, all on Amaknak Istand:

Brick apartment house at the nawval radio station. Pre-war consiruction.
Navy no. 618, Said to be the only brick building in the Aleutians.
During World War it, it was the Marine command post. Its interior has
bean wrecked by wandals.

Bombproof power plant. Navy no. 409. Reinforced concrete. Designed to
withstand a direct hit by a 500-pound bomb. Said to be the strongest
structure in the Aleutians. Presently being renovated as a power plant.

Aerglogy-operations building. MNawy no. 417, Also used by the Naval Air
Transport Service, whose Insignia is inlaid in today's waiting room floor.
The building presently serves as a terminal for a commercial airline.

Air administration building. MNawy no. 416, Today it sServes as an air
terminal for a rcommercial airfiine. There is also a restaurant in the
bullding.

Torpedo assembly complex. Navy nos. 443, 444, 445, and 447. Torpedo
assembly building {(443). Lower half of walls is reinforced concrete; upper
porticn is waoocden. Later used as awviatian supplies storehouse. Torpedo
shop annex {447), reinforced concrete. Twa tunnels cut into hillside (444
and 445} for storage of explosives and torpedoes.

The asbowve areas and features are gwned as follows:

Brick apartment house, no. 618, and the torpedo complex, nos. 443, 444,
445, and 447, are owned by the Gunalashka Corporation.

Bombproof power plant, no. 409, is owned by the City of Unalaska.

Aerciogy-ocperations building, no. 417, and air administration building, no.
416, are owned by the State of Alasks.

Former military installations on Unaaska Island proper are not included in this
nomination inasmuch as the significant events occurred on Amaknak Island.



8. Significance
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Statemant of Significance |in one paragraphi}

When Japan attacked Pegar! Harbar, the naval air station at Dutch harbor and
the adjacent army post, Fort Mears, both on Amaknak island, Unataska, were
the only defenses the United States possessed in the entire Aleutian Chainn.  On
June 3 and 4, 1942, Japanese carrier aircralt made a two-day altack on
Amaknak Isiand, the most serious air attack an North American territory during
the war. These strikes were coordinated with the enemy's attack on Midway
and his occupation of the western Aleutians. Dutch Harbor continued to have
important missions throughout the war. The naval air station expanded into a
paval operating base, Unalaska Bay being one of the best anchorages in the
Aleutians. Among its many tasks was that of controlling the steady stream of
Soviet shipping that passed through Dutch Harbor and adjacent Akutan Fass en
raute to and from Siberia and the United States.

History

Im 1912, the U.5. MNavy installed a radio station at Dutch Harbor. in the
washington Naval Trealy of 1822, the uUnited States agreed not to fortify the
Aleutians, Ewven when Japan withdrew from this treaty in 1934, the United
States took no steps to fortily either the Alautians or the Alaska maintand. Not
unti! 1938 did a navy board urge the construction of naval air and submarine
bases at Dutch Harbor and Kodiak and an air base at Sitka. At Dutch Harbor
construction began in July 7940 on both army and naval installations, the army
mission being defense of the nawval air station. Duteh Harbaor has an excellent
anchorage, but there is little |level land on Amaknak; the naval air station,
therefore, was designed for seaplanes and Catalina ftying hoals (PBYs). A
seaplane ramp yet remains at Dutch Harbor. As for jand pianes, the navy first
contrived a small landing strip equipped with catapult and arresting gear,
similar Lo ant aircraft carrier's. Ewventually, a regular, iF short, runway was
carved out af rock at the foot of Mount Balivhao for fighter atrcraft. It
continues ta serve Umnalaska's commercial flights.

when the first army troops arrived at Dutch Harbor in May 1941, they found a
mew Warine Barracks and Dutch Harbor’s "andmark," a farge brick residence at
the pawval radio station. Over in the town of Unalaska (population 300, mosily
Atleuts), they noted a L1.5. Coast Guard station with its 60-man bunkhouse.

Construction proceeded on both bases and scon the Liny island was crowded
with new buildings. The naval air station was commissioned on September 1,
1841. The army base was formally named Fort Mears on September 10, in honar
of Col. Frederick Mears, a member of the original Atlaskan Enginesring
Commission, which built the Alaska Railroad, and chief engineer of the Panamsa
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Railroad. When war came, the civilian coniractor gave way 10 navy seabees
who continued construction for both the army and pavy. Nawval facilities
expanded, new missions were added, and the Dutch Harbor Navai Operating
Base was commissioned January 1, 1943, to include the air station, submarine
base, ship repair facility, and facilities for provisioning the fleet. Strength
figures eventually reached 5,880 naval and 10,000 army personnel.

As the number of men increased, the army began moving its facilities to
Unalaska, principally to Unalaska and Pyramid walleys. As the army maved
out, the navy moved in until, in 1944, the navy took aver all of Amaknak,
except the harbor defenses. At Ulakta Head, the army installed & battery of
twa 8-inch guns and a battery of twe 90mm guns, naming the complex Fart
Schwatka. ©n Hill 400, the principal defense was a battery of four T35mm
quns. On the east side of Unalaska Bay, near Summer Bay, stoed Fort
Brumback with four 155mm guns. And at Fart Learnard, on the west side of
the bay, the army installed two &-inch guns and a two-gun 90mm battery.

After the Jume 1942 Japanese air raids, the military anticipated an enemy
landing before winter. Defenses were increased. The army installed a series
of strang points on the ridges around Unalaska Valley, dubbing it the lron
Ring. Concrete pillboxes appeared at every road intersection. Additional
3-inch  antiaircraft batteries were instalied around Unalaska Bay. And the
urnfortunate native Aleuts were forced to leave their hames and move o a
strange and hostile snvironment in Southeast Alaska. By fall 13942, haowever,
invasion scares diminished and, as new bases were eslablished farther west,
Unalaska's strengtlh began ta decline.

Japan Attacks

linalaska's first alert came even before the United States entered Worfd War [{.
On July 4, 1941, a radic message arrived warning that a possible callapse of
the Russian front might open Lhe way for enemy operations against Alaska.
Within a few weeks, however, activity returned to normal. The Japanese attack
on Pear| Harbor resulted, of course, in stepping up work to cbtain a state of
readiness.

in May 18942, Imperial General Hesdguarters in Tokyo ordered an attack cn the
Micdway |slands, with the dual mission to occupy those islands and to destroy
the remnants of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, and an attack on the Aleutians for the
purposes of diverting American attention from Midway, protecting the Imperial
Navy from am attack from the north, and obstructing communications beiween
the United States and Russia--a communications line of which Dutch Harbor was
a key link. Having broken Japanese codes, the United States was alert Lo the
forthcoming attacks., On May 17, Fort Mears was notified that Japan was
preparing toc attack sometime betwesen June 1 and 10, Later, word came that
the enemy would preobably hit the Aleutians on June 1,

CE Ma. Ho2d -0018



WFS Form 1900y ' C3MB bg. #0324 0018

CHh

United States Department of the Interior
Natlonal Park Service

.National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

B W0-11-Rd

Conlinuation sheat ftem number 8. Significance Page 3

Steaming toward Unalaska at that time was Rear Adm. Kakuji Kakuta's Second
Carrier Striking Force, consisting of aricraft carriers Ryujo and Junyo (40
fighters and 42 bombers), heavy cruisers Takaec and Maya, and three
destrayers. The task force reached its launching position early on June 3 and,
despite fog, launched its planes. Junyo's planes were forced to return because
of the fog and an encounter with an American flying boat. The eleven bombers
and six fighters from Ryujo arrived over Amaknak in clear skies. Having been
alerted by a patrol plane, the few American ships in the harbor had already
put to sea. At 5:45 a.m., the first flight of Japanese fighters roared aver the
island, followed five minutes later by bombers. Fourteen bombs feli on Fort
Mears, destroying five buildings, killing 25 soldiers, and wounding 2h more, A
second strike caused no damage; but a third damaged the radic station and
killed orme sailor and one soldier. Al planes returned to Ryujo safely except
one Zera fighter which made a3 forced landing on Akutan {thus providing the
Americans their first example of this exceltent planej.

Just west of Unalaska, on Umnak 1sland, the United States had recently
completed an airfield (Fort Glenn) and its aircraft were alse anlicipating the
Japanese attack. On June 3, however, communications difficulties between the
two islands resulted in Umnak being unaware of the attack until after the enemy
planes had returned to the carrier. Later in the day, Umnak's P-40 fighters
intercepted two Japanese reconnaissance planes, ito the latter's great surprise,
and shot one of them down inte Umnak Pass. The enemy now hknew lhal the
Americans had an air base on or near Unalaska, but fog protected its location.

That night the Japanese force sailed toward Adak to carry out a pre-invasion
bombardmenl in the mistaken belief that Adak was garrisoned. The weather
became so foul that Admiral Kakuta decided to turn back and deliver a second
strike on Unalaska. I late afternoon, June 4, a farce of nine fighters, eleven
dive bombers, and six level bombers struck, this time concentrating on Dutch
Harbar. They hit the 3,000-ton 5.5. Northwestern, 3 beached wvessel near
Dutch Harbor dock that served as housing for civilian workers.* The vessel
caught fire and was destroved, as was an adjacent warehouse. A bomb hit a
naval gun emptacement, killing four men; and another destroyed an army gun,
leaving two dead and two wounded. Bombs destroyed four new steel fuel tanks
and 22,000 barrels of cil--a month's supply for Outch Harbor. A naval hangar,
still under construction, had a big hole punched through its roof and a Catalina
flying boat inside was damaged. The total death list for the two-day attack
mounted to 43: 8 navy, 1 marine, 1 contract employee, and 33 army. Anocther
30 were wounded.

*Many Unalaskans, today, believe that a sunken hulli at the head of Captains
Bay is the Northwestern. Seabee records, however, state that they raised the
Northwestern, repaired it, and had it towed to Seattle where she yielded 2,700
tons of scrap steel. WU.53. Mavy, Bureau of Yards amd Docks, Building the
Nawvy's Bases in World war |1 {washingten, 1947} 2:177.
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While this second raid was in progress, navy PBYs and army bombers located
the carrier force and attacked; no hits ware scored, however. For the next
two days bombers continued to make search and attack sarties, to no avail. (A
bomber did attack the Pribilef Islands through error, while P-3% fighters
attacked a Soviet freighter.)

Also on the raid of the 4th, Junyo's planes selected as their ratlying point the
west end of Unalaska. Eight P-40s from Umnak met them, shooting down four
with a loss of two of their own. During this action, Japarmese pilols, at last,
spotted the airfield below Lhem. American air losses during the two-day battle
amounted to Five army aircraft and six naval Catalinas. The Japaness reported
a loss of eleven planes also. The gnemy carriers now withdrew o the west, 1o
a puint off Kiska to screen their forces who were landing there.

The Sowviets

when American lend-lease to the Soviet Union got in fult swing, Russian ship
traffic  increased greatly between the Siberian ports of Provideniya and
Petropaviovsk and the West Coast. One of the beller passages through the
Aleutians from Bering Sea to the Pacific is Akutan Pass just east of Dutch
Harbor. Thus, the responsibility of controlling this shipping fell to the navy
at Dutch Harbor. Westbound wvessels were not boarded, but many entered
Unalaska Bay for refueling or repairs. Eastbound Russian ships were required
to stop at Dutch Harbeor to pick uWp recognition signals. American naval
personnel boarded each wvessel and interviewed the ships' officers. A small
flurry of excitement occurred at the base on January 3, 1943, when the lirst
Russian submarine entered the port.

By mid-October 1942, Russian ships entering Dutch Harbor had increased to the
point where the navy decided ta establish a separate refueling, repair, and
provisioning station on Akutan Island, 35 miles to the east, Lo divert them from
Unalaska's busy waters. The new station opened in November 1342, with the
completion of six 5,800-barrel oil tanks, a coal yard, a 250-foot dock, and
mooring buoys. With the war drawing to a close, the navy decammissioned the
fueling station on April 30, 1345, From then on, Russian ships again put into
Dutch Harbor. No fewer than seventeen Soviet vessels were in part at Dutch
Harbor on V-J Day 13945,
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Ulakta Head-Mount Ballyhow: Beginning at a point where the northwest cerner
af the aircraft runway meets the waters of Unalaska Bay, then follawing the
coastline of Amaknak Island generally northeasterly, around the northern end of
the island, then scuthwesterly so as to exclude a spit of land, o the northeasl
carner of the runway, then in a straight line northwesterly along the northern
boundary of the runway to the point of beginning. This Roundary enclases the
complex of fortifications and structures that belonged to Fort Schwatka.

Hill 400: Beginning al a point where the head of a narrow inlet meets the east
end of the isthmus that joins Hill 400 (Little South America) to the rest of
Amaknak Island, then following the coastline of Hill 400, east, souih, wesl,
north, and northeast, to where Hill 400 meets the west end of the isthmus,
then in a straight line along the southern edge of the isthmus in an gasterly
direction to the point of beginning. This boundary encloses Lhe coastal
fortifications, antiaircraft gun emplacements, magazines, and tunnels
constructed on and around Hill 400.

Air Operations, No. 417, and Air Administration, No. 415, Buildings:

Beginning at a point at the east corner of a gate thal opens onto the ronway
west of the operations building, then in a straight line in an easterly direction
200 feet along a fence that separates these two buildings fram the runway, then
90 degrees in a straight line in a southerty direction paratteling the east side of
the administration building to the north edge of an ill-defined dirt road, then
90 degrees westerly following the northern edge of that road 200 feel to its
junction with a north-scuth dirt road, then 90 degrees north in a straight Hne
aleng the east boundary of this nerth-scuth road te the point of beginning.
This boundary encloses the twa structures which stand on unsurveyed land.

Torpede Assembly Complex: Beginning at a road junctian 30 feet northwest of
the northwest corner of the lorpedo assembly shop, then in a straight tine in
an east northeasterly directien along the scuthern edge of an unimproved dirt
road 200 feet, then 75 degrees in a straight iine in a southeriy direction 325
feet, then S0 degrees in a straight line in a west northwest direction 250 fest
to the edge of an unimproved north-south road, then along the eastern edge of
this road inh a straight line in a northerly direction %00 feet to the point of
beginning. This boundary encloses the torpedo assembly shop, the annex, and
lhe two torpedo tunnels.

Power Plant, No. 809: Beginning at a point on the west side of the shore road
aiong bDutch Harbor and 25 feet northsast of the northeast corner of the power
plant, then in a generally southern direction along the landward side of this
road 250 feet, then in & straight line in & westerly direction paralleling the
southern side of the power plant and 20 feet from it for a distance of 200 feet
to the east side of a dirt reoad, then in a straight line paralleling the west side
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of the power plant and 30 feet from it in a rnortherly direction for 250 feet,
then in a straight line paralleling the north end of the power plant in an
. easterly direction 125 feet to the point of beginning. This boundary encloses
' the large, irregularly shaped power plant structure.

Brick Apartment Building, No. 618: Beginning at a point on the west side of a
: dirt road on the east side of Amaknak Island that formerly ran fram the naval
base to the ferry dock to Unalaska and 100 feet east of the northeast corner of
; the apartment building, then alang the infand edge of this read In a sauth
| southeasterly direction 200 feet, then 30 degress in a straight line in a weast
i southweskerly direction 200 feet, then 30 degrees in a straight line in a north
| northwesterly direction 225 feet to the point of beginning. This boundary
I
I

encloses the brick apartment building and the {natural} grassy area that
surraunds it.
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1. A 1945 view of Unalaska. Llower left {5 & portion of
Puleh Barthor Waval Operating Base. Lower right is crigimal
Fort Mears. Across the stralt is the City of Unalaska.
pper left 1s Lnalaska Valley inco which the Aty moneed.

Photo by 1.5, ATmy Signal torps. Ceurtesy; Delesse Awxdia-
visual Aganey.
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4. s5lte of Fort Mears todsy. The few structurvs remaining
are fast deteriorating.

Photo by E.W. Thompson. Augost 197
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10. Torpedo assembly building on left; annex shop oo right.
Nearby are two torpedo explosives tunnels cut into hill=lde,

Dutceh Harbor.

Photo by E.N. Thompson. August 1983

6. Casemated, reinforced-concrete magazines for 8-inch
coastal gun battery high on Ulakta Head.

Thoto by E.N. Thompson. August 1983
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1. Name

Ladd Field

histaric
and ot commaon  Fort Wainwright

2. Location

street & number .- not for publication

gity, town A vicinity of .Falrbanks
state  Alaska code 02 county Fairbanks North Star code Q80
- - L]
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X gistrict _X pubihg b occupled . ... agricultura —_MuUSEuUm
buildingls) privale - — unocouplied commercial park
structure boih . work In progress educatignal private residence
. Sile Public Acguisition Acceszible . entertamment - .. - religious
—_ object s B PIOCESS X yes:restricied . gowernment .. sciemtitic
being consigdered o Wes: pnrestricted industrial transparlalion
no x military cther:
4. Owner of Property
name United States Army o
street & number
city. town Fort Wainwright _ . _ viginity of state Alaska 89707

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse. reqistry of deeds. etc.  Dircctor of Facilities, HO T?gd Infantry Brigade {AK],

street & number Engineering (AFZT-FE-P5)

gity. town Fort Richardson state  Alaska 99505
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titla o Nf_i_nE_ i o __hgs_ihif_prgﬁqy_ been determined _e_-_l'lqi_t?{i‘? N yES x ng
date L ) o ) _ _ tederal . state . counly _._ facal
deposiary tor survey records . . .

city, town ) . . B o _ o state
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- 7. Deséription

Condition Check ong Check one
X_axcellent .. deteriarated unaltered X ariginal site
good . _ruins X altered . maved  date _

fair

__ unexposed

Describe the presant and original {if known} physical appearance

Construction at Ladd Field, the first U.5. Army airfield in Alaska. began in
the fall of 1938. Named in honor of Ma). Arthur K. Ladd, killed in at aircraft
accident in Sputh Carclipa in 1935, it was built just east of Fairbanis, Alaska.
The first Army Air Corps troaps arrived at the field in April 1940, Itz World
War [ facitities were designed to Ffulfill three missions: cald  weather
gxperimental station, air depot for repair and testing of aircraft, and the
principal base in Alaska for the Air Transport Command.

Today, it is an army installation, Fort Wainwright, and facilities have greatly
expanded with the erectiorn of modern barracks, Tamily housing, medical center,
administrative centers, and other structures. The core of the original field,
including the permanert garrisen, hangars, and runways, remains relatively
intact and is maintained in good condition. Both the 0.5, Army and the
Bursau of Land Management make use of these structures, but & few buildings
are presentiy unaccupied. Sewveral features of wartime activities that were
located around the periphery of the field are no longer extant: a temporary
S00-man  transient camp for Russian and American aircrews; Coast Artillery
{antiaircraft} garrison area; air depot and  troop  housing area;  and
Quartermaster Corps housing. A satellfite runway, 28 miles to the southeast
tand called "Mile 256 Field"} is now fully developed Eielscn Air Force Base.

Fermanent Garrison. The first thing to be built at the new site was a
three-mile spur of The Alaska Railroad from Fairbanks 1o deliver construction
materiat. This spur eéxists and is maintained m good condition. Because of the

extremeiy cald winters in Interior Alaska, all structures for the original
garrison were permanent i mature. Officers' guarters are arranged in oa
horseshoe, centered an an apen lawn. Three of these {1047, 1049, and 1051)
are frame, two-story, apartment-type quarters and date from  159471. i
similar-type structure {1045) was the aarly adminicirative center and is now 3
guest house. Next to i, but dating from 1943, is an attractive-appearing
automobile garage. In the center of the horseshoe is Quarters No. 1, the
commanding afficer's house. This handsome, two-stary, frame structure,
surrounded by a white picket fence and a ring of trees, was the enwy of all
army officers in Alaska, bath higher and lower rank than the occupant.

The horseshoe is today surrounded by many more sets of guarters of later
construction, but among them are three from the early 1940s: nurses' guarters
{1021), east of the guest house, a one-story, frame building consiructed before
1943 (but carried in the recards today as dating from 1946) and presently
vacant; radio station (1024}, one-story, frame, cottage-type building pre-dating
1843, although current records date it from 1345 (local tradition halds this
building to have been the residence of the head of the Russian mission at Ladd,
bul no supporting evidence has yel been found); and a standard-plan millzary
chapel, ctonstructed in 1944,

The legs aof the harseshoe and Lhe open space batween them extend soulhward,
acress a street into the [ndustrial area. This open space no longer has a fiag
staff but a morument to LL. Gen. Jonathan M. wainwright has been emplaced
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there. East of this former parade ground is a large, U-shaped, Iwo-story post
hospital {13551, constructed during a major expansion in 1943, In later years,
this structure served as post headquarters; today, it houses the Bureau of
Land Managemenl's Alaska Fire 3Sarvice. East of the hozpital is a former

aircraft maintenance shep (1547}, now an addition to a large Bureau of Land
Managemert administration/wvisiter center building. While presant-day bujiding
records state the shop was built in 1942, a 1943 army map does ot show it

wWest of the parade are thres wartime structures: A iwo-story building with a
one-story wing at each end (a long ell at the rear no longer exists); the
wartime function of this building {1582) was possibly administrative while today
it is called Kluge Hall and contains administrative offices and a thrift shop.
Sauth of it stands the all-important wartime power and heating plant {1561}, not
presently in  operation. Mext to the plant s, & wartime community center

{15601), constructed in 1941 and enlarged in 1943.1

Many of the first buildings at Ladd retain their original, and distinctive,
copper rocfs.  Another unusal feature was a network of underground utilities
carridors., Those corridors in the wvicinity of the officers' guarters, parade
ground, and Hangar Mo. 1 are of sufficient size (7 by 9 feet) to allow persons
te walk underground during cold winter weather.

Airfield

South of the industrial area, the airfield proper begins. Adjacent to Llhe
parade is the huge, metal-clad Hangar Mo. 1, the first to be completed at
Ladd, in 17947, oOn  its nerth and south sides are two-story “iean-tos
cantaining offices and shops.  This imposing hangar is mow vacant. East,
west, and south of the hangar are extensive concrete or earthen aircraft
parking areas where, later, plares destined for the Soviel Unign received final
preparation.  Beyond them is the first of two parallel runmways at Ladd Field.
Im 1941, this reinforced-concrete runway was 5,000 feet im length. By 1343,
gravel extensions had been laid at each end, giving a tetal length af gwver 9,000
feet. These extensions were later paved. Also in 1943, the second, paved
runway, 9,000 by 150 feet, as well as additional parking areas, taxiways, and
hardstands were under censtruction. Two Kodiak, T-type hangars (1542 and
1343) were erected at the end of the parking area east of Hangar No. 1. Said
to have been used only by the cold weather test station, these hangars have

1. Today's army building records state it was originally 8 community center.
The writer feels uneasy about the term which was not in common use al the

time and because of the building's location--between the power plant and a
hangar.
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heer permitted to the Bureau of Land Management lor [ire suppression
aciivities.

trt the 1943 expansion program for Ladd, three Birchwood-type hangars were
authorized for the south side of the enlarged field. These nearly-identical
structures are extant, but their locations are somewhat different than originally
planned: Hangar MNo. 2 (3008}, BHangar MNao. 3 {3005}, and Hangar HNo. ©
{2083}, They were completed ca. 1944,  All three have been modernized and
are in excellent condition. Today, they house army helicopters. Also on the
soulh side of the field are twa sets of double hangars, Nos. 4 and 3 (2106} and
7 and 8 (2077} that were erected at the same time. Considering the many
changes in missions owver the past 45 vears, the owverall integrity of the original
Ladd field structures is remarkable.

The significant historical features at former Ladg Field are:

Officers' quarters an the horseshoe, nos. 1047, 1049, and 1031: alse, the
cemmanding officer's quarters, no. 1.

. Early administrative center {present guest house}, no. 1045,

Automobile garage, no. 10,

| Former nurses' gQuarters, no. TO2T,
FEadic station, no. 1024,
Former posl hospital, no. 1555
Former aircraft maintenance shop, no. 1547,
Streuture no. 1562 (Kluge Hallj).
Former power and heating plant, no. 15861,
Former '"community center, " no. 1560,
Hangar no. 1.

Two parallel runways, including parking areas, laxiways, and hardstands.

‘ . 2. Both hangars were surveyed in 1980 for possible demolition.
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Two Kediak hangars, nos. 1542 and 1543,
Thrae Birchwood hangars, nos. 3008, 3003, and 2085.
Two doubile hangars, nos. 2106 and 2077.

Chapel, no. 1043,



8. Significance

Period Arpas of Signilicance—Check and justily below
prenistonc archesiogy-prehistons commumty planning ... landscape architecture religion
1400-14349 . archeology-histonc conservation . law sCisnce
150015549 .. .agricultura _ SCOnMTHCS . Iterature SCUlpture
e 1600-1699 . . architacture aducation ¥ military - social
PPO0-1799 . ar engingering - ... music humanilarian
1800-1899 .. COMMerce axploration seltiement _ .. philosophy _ theatar
A o18900— communications industry .. politics govarnment . _ fransportation
invention .. other |specity)
Specific dates 1938-1945 Builder Architect

SLatement ol Significance {in one paragraph|
Ladd Field was established in 1940 originally as a @old Weather Test Station at
the insistance of Maj. Gern. H.H. aArnold, Chief aof the Army Air Corps. Here,
at Aflaska's first army airfield, wvital l|essons were learned in wing-icing,
nawvigalion, aircraft majintenance and operation, instruments and controls, radio
communication, cold-weather clothing, armament, and a wide wvariety of ather
investigations for operating aircraft in arctic-like conditicns. As the Japanese
prepared 10 invade the Aleutians in 1942, Lhe Eleventh Air Farce established an
Air Depet at Ladd Field for 1he repair, lesting, and supply of aircraft in the
Alaska Theater. and, beginning in 1942, Ladd Field becams the center of the
"Alsib [Alaska/Siberial Movement," wherein nearly &,000 military aircraft from
the United States were transferred to Russian aircrews for use on the Russian
Frant. Despite Alaska's cruel winters this air ferry route came to be preferred
owver the longer Miami-lrag-Moscow route. Sowviet diplomats and missions also
traveled through Ladd Fiela during the war en route to and from lhe Soviet
Union and the United States.

. Cold Weather Test Station

well before he became chief of the Army Alr Corps, Maj. Gen. H.H. (“Hap")
Arnold recognized the importance of establishing a cold weather test stalion in
falaska to experiment in adapling planes, persannel, eguipment, and base
facilities Lo operate successfully in deep cold temperatures such as are
gxperienced in Interior Alaska. As chief, he persuaded the War Deparilment to
complete a site surwvey in the summer of 1938, A site was chosen 3% miles sast
of Fairbanks (postwar growth has brought city development up to the base's
boundary) and by autumn the Quartermaster Corps had begun construction with
a civilian crew that eventually grew to 1,200 men.

An egrly experiment concerned how bhest to comstruct a 3,300-foot runway that
walld not heave in freezing and thawing conditions. A promising soiution was
o remove two feet of teopsoil then put in cne fool of unwashed gravel.
Concrete, reinforced with steel, was poured over this base. (Local citizens
persuaded the Army to use thawing lechnigues rather than attempting to blast
the frozen tundra.) This method proved quite successful, although the
runways have been upgraded and reconsiructed in the subseguent 43 years.

The first Air Corps troops arrived at Ladd Field in September 1940, and saon
Lthe first B-17 Flying Fortress arrived for experimental work. The power and
heating plant was completed during the winter of 1940-44, bringing heat and

cheerful light to the still unfinished barracks and guarters. In January 1947,
. lhe Corps of Engineers took over construction and the forceful Col. B.B.

Talley, CE, drove the work to completion. At the same time, Coast Artillery
antiaircraflt units arrived to winter test their weapons. Cold weather testing
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continued at Ladd Field until the spring of 1342 when concern owver a lapanese
invasian caused the Alaska Departmenl 1o request the testing be halted. The
Eleventh Air Force took over the field and gstablished an air depot for aircraft
repair, service, and supply for the Alaskan Theater.

Within a few manths, however, the commanding genearal of the Army Air Forces
directed the reestablishment of cold weather testing, this time keeping the
activity directly under himself, {Even earlier, bLadd Field had been [lairly
independent of the Alaska Department. One result of this was the envy aof
other units in Alaska cowver the high degree of refinement that went into Ladd's
facilities. Most other installations were making do with tents and guonset
huts. ) Testing operations resumed, to be continuged until well after the
conclusion of Warld War 11, A typical report summarized activity far the winter
of 1942-43: "In addition to aircraft accessory equipment, tests and experiments
were carried oubl in connection with clothing, fgod, motor transpartation,
medical research, photagraphy and the many and wvaried factors in connection
with Arctic operaticns.”

. Air_ Depaot

The establishment of the Air Depot al Ladd i 1942 resulted in Lhe addition of
nearly 1,000 officers and men to the garrison. Depol activities, combined with
those of the Air Transport Command, resulted in the extension of the existing
runway, construction of a second, and the building of additional hangars and
housing. Then, with the freeing ol the western Aleutians from the enemy a
vear later, the size of the Elevenih Air Force decreased considerably, resuiting
in less work for the depot. At the same time, the Alr Transport Command was
increasing its work load and, having taken command of Ladd Field, had the
5ixth Air Depot Group disbanded and absorbed the personnel into its awn
activities,

The Russians Are Coming

The United S5States and the Sowviet Union had discussed the concepl of ferrying
American-manufactured afrcraft to Russia under =z lend-lease program even
before Pearl Harbor. in August 1941, the two mations reached an agreement in
principle an the plan. Two routes were feasible: from Florida to North Africa,
to lraq and iran, and en to Moscow, For a distance of 13,000 miles; armd from
>reat Falls, Montana, to Fairbanks, to Siberia, and on to Moscow, for a

. 1. Alaska Defense Command, Histary of Ladd Field, 1938-44, "AAF Cold
Weather Testing Detachment," p. 34. Recaord Group 338, Alaska Defense
Command, Washingtoen MNational Records Center, Suitland, MD.
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distance of 7,900 milies. The RussiansE were not enthusiastic about the Siberian
reutes but, in July 1942, Premier Jaseph Stalin accepted this plan.

Canadians were already building airfields in the wilderness between Edmonton,
Alberta, and Whitehorse, Yukon Territory. These together with six fields in
Central  Alaska--MNarthway, Tanacross, Big Delta, Ladd, Galena, and
Mome--became the HMorthwest Staging Route for the delivery of the aircraft. At
first, the United States wanted to turn over the planes to Russian aircrews in
Siberia. Stalin, however, wishing to avoid an appearance of collaboration in
the Far East, suggested that Soviet flyers accept the planes in Alaska, perhaps
at Mome. Agreement was soon reached that Ladd Figsld would be the delivery
peint and that the Rusaians wauld tand at Nome for refueling and repairs before
crossing Bering Strait.

The UW.5. Army Air Corps Ferrying Command had its origins in delivery of
American aircraft to Great Beitain.,  Earty in 1942 it expanded operations by
flyving bombers to the 5Scuth Pacific.  HRernamed the Air Transport Command
(ATC) in June 1942, H directed itz Seventh Ferrying Group to deliver the tirst
planes to Alaska. Five &-20 Hawvoc attack bombers |landed at Ladd Field on
September 3, 194Z. Mext day, officers of the permanent Ruyssian mission flew
in from Sikeria, On September 1171, 22 P-40 fighters arrived from Montana.
Finafly, a coentingent of Russtan pilots landed at Ladd on September 24 to begin
five days of transitional training before flying thée rew planes home.

Americans found the Russians difficult students at first., The language barrier
was only part of the problem. Some planes were toc small for two men and the
Americans gave instructions on the ground then watched nervously as the
Russians took to the air. Also, the Russians appeared to have orders not to
fraternize too much with American officers and not at all with American women
{photographs of Russians at American dances suggest that any such orders
were [ater relaxed}. For the mast part, the Russians were palite,
weil-behawved, and under strict discipline. |In the beginning, they complained
same about the quality of American pianes, perhaps suspicious of products from
a capitalist country. (Some Russians may have hagd a capitalistic heart; it is
reported that few planes reached Siberia without a cargo of silk stockings,
cosmetics, fishing tackle, cigarettes, or toys.) With the passage of time,

2. During World War 1), Americans preferred the terms "Russia" and
"Russians" over "Soviet Union" and Soviets."

3. Galenz Field, between Fairbanks and Wome, was an alternate jumping-off
paint for Siberia or for emergency landings.
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towever, differences smoothed out and, by 1944, Russia was favorably
impressed with the quality and quantity of American aircraft. Soviet flyers and
mechanics had free run of Ladd Field and, after the severely cold winter of
1942-43 that was made worse by inadequate facilities, took over many of the
new hangars and shops erected in 1943.

The Alsib route witnessed the comings and goings of more than air crews. As
early as September 19471, Corps of Engineers Col. B.B. Talley, flying to Mome
on an inspection trip, spotied two large (American-made) Russian seaplanes in a
lagoon twenty miles east of Nome. Thal night he met the Rupssians--a general
and 42 staff members--who were en route to the United 5Slates on a military
missian. Throughowt the war, Ladd Field played host to many dignitaries from
both nations, Including Ambassador Andrei Gromyke and Foreign Minister V.M.
Molotow from Lhe Sowviet Union, anmd Wendell L. Wilkie and Vice Presfdent Henry
AL wWallace of the United States.

The Air Transport Command toock over Ladd Field in Cctober 1943, having
aiready assumed command of Galena, Big Delta, Tanacross, and Northway. In
March 1944 alore the amount ef air freight handied al tadd amounted to 386

. tons, and 288 planes were delivered Lo Russia. By September 1945, when the
Russian mission left Alaska, 7,330 aircraft had been delivered to the Soviels by
way of the Alsib Movement,

On Nowember 1, 1945, the Air Transporl Command transfered Ladd Field back
te the Eleventh Air force. Fifteen vyears laler, on January 1, 1981, the
Deparimant of the Air Force transferred Ladd Ajr Farce Base to the Department
of the Army. The Department renamed the now historic field Fort Jonathan M.
Wainwright, for the hero of Corregidor.

. 4. B.B. Talley, Daily Log, 1941-1943, entry for September 1, 1941,
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal boundary description

Starting al the wesl junction of Gaffney Road and Marks Road, then following
the horseshee curve along the inside curb of Marks Road to its east junction
with Gaffney Reoad, then continuing due scuth along the inside curb of & road
ta the northwest corner of Building 15471, then due east 730 feet, then due
south atong the east ends of Buildings 1543 and 1542 to the north edge of a
plarme parking ared, then due east toc Kelchum Road, then sgulh on Kelchum
Road along its inside curb to its junction with Montgomery Road, then generally
wesl along Montgomery Reoad to its junclion with Meridian Road, then generally
narth  and north nerthwest  along the inside curb of Meridian Road to its
junction with Gaffney Road, then following the northeast and east nertheast
curve ol Gaffrey Road 1,300 feet o a point due west of the north side of the
north taxiway, then due east along the north side of the rorth taxiway to its
junction with a paved aircraft parking area, then Fallowing the boundary of the
parking area rorth, then esast, then north, then east to the southeast corner of
Building 1365, then due narth along the inside curb of a road to Gaffney Road
artd the point of beginning.

These boundarigs contain nearly all the historic area of Ladd Field, 1938-1945,
including the permanent garrisen, industrial area, hospital, hangars, and
PURWaYS .

Structures wilhin the boundaries that do not contribute significantly to the
histaric setting include Buildings 1556, 1558, 1559, 13683, 1346, 2085, 2097,
2079, 2080, 2104, 2107, 210, 3004, 3002, 3001, 3007, 3009, 3037, 3032, and
3033,

Three structures that contribute to the historic setting are in the permanent
garrison area but are outside the above boundaries: Building 10271, MNurses'
Quarters; Building 1024, Radio Station; and Buiiding 1943, Chapel. Their
boundaries are their outlines.



1. Sovict airmen prepare an A-27 attack bomher for flight
at Ledd Field, World War TII.

Courtesy, Saithsenian Institulicn and U.5. Alr Foroe

2. P=30 hiracchra fighters in foregromnd ac Ladd Field
readying for flight ce Sibkeria, Iuly 9, 1944, This
girerafc was z favorite of Ruasian flyers. The Fed
S5tars were painted on 1ln Hontana.

Courtesy, Stithsonian Institution and 1.5, Alr Ferce



%, in the left is the 1941=-43 "communizy buillding”™.
Hext to it siands che all-impuetant power and hesting

plant. & potiion of an early adeindotration building
sppears on the righe.

Flhicta by E.M. Thompaon Apgusr 1953

B. Hangar do. 1 at Ladd Field. 1t was the [leld's

gnly hangay freo 1940 to 1943, In the foregraund I 4
memorizl marker to Tt. Len. Jonachan Wainwright for <haom
the preseni-day arcy post 1s pamed.

Fhyoto by E.¥. Thoompson August 1982
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10. One of three Birchwood-type hangats huilt on the
gouth side of Ledd Fleld in 1943, The Army uses It
tedsy for heliceptorda.

Fhota by E.NW. Thompson huguszt 1983

5. Ome of three apartment houges at Ladd Field for
afficers. Sogn after Fearl Harber, all militsry facilies
in the Aleskan Theater were evacuated to the United States.

Photo by E.¥. Thompzon Aogust 1963
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1. Name
historic Adak Army Base and Adak N_aulal f\'.}'l|::_||_.eratir'lg__E_asva_l o
ard Or COmMmon Adalk Maval Stztion

2. Location

street & number .. ... not for publication
cily. Llown . - wicktney of
state Alaska code g2 county Aleutian Islands code 010
» » u
3. Classification
Category Qwnership Status Present Use
.. district _X publig - octupied agricukture . . MUsSEum
- - buildingls} _ _ privale — . unagcuped - commercia . _ park
. StrUcCtUra . bath . WOTK |n progress .. egucationa . — private residence
_X. sile Public Acquisition Accessible . - enlertainmen) - _religious
- — chject _ _ in process X yes: restricted . Jovernment . — scientific
-.— beaing consiered —  yes: unrestricted .. industrial transportation
_. nm X milirary —_ olher:

4. Owner of Property

name United States Navy

sireet & aumber Adak Maval Station, U5, Department of the Navy

crity. lown FPQ Seattle —  wviginity ol slate  Washington BE731

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds. etc. United States Navy

street & number  Adak Naval Station, U.S. Department af the Navy

cily. town FPO Seantle state Washinaton 98791

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

has this property been delermined eligible? . yes X no

litle None

date _ . federal state . county . . hecal

aepao s_tt_qrv__!gr Survey records

cily, tnwgn___ N ) state



7. Description

ndltion Check one Check ona
. excellent . _ deterigrated unaltered X onginal site
- gogd X ruins . X atterad . mowved date ..
_X_ tair _ unexposed

Describke the pragant and original {if known| physical appearance

Adak is one of the Andreanof Islands in the Aleutian Chain and is about 1,400
air-miles southwest of Anchorage. Whife there is considerable archeclogical
evidence of earlier habitation, the island was unoccupied on the outbreak of
World War 1. Like the rest of the Aleulians, Adak is noted for its storms,
fog, tundra, and muskeg, all of which challenged the military when il arrived
in 1942,

Today, Adak Nawval Station, located on the World War (I site, occupies the
northern half of the istand and borders on Kuluk Bay to the east, onea of the
few good anchorages in the Aledtians. The southern half is a part of the
Aleutian fslands National Wildlife Refuge and is cutside the boundaries of the
historic arga. To the west and north of the main base are Mount Reed, Maount
Moffett, and Mount Adagdak. Alsao north of the main base are Andrew Lake
{freshwater) and Clam Lagoon {saltwater). The nack of land that separates the
two waz the location af the World War 1l nawval air station with two runways for
land planes, while seaplanes used the lake and fagoon.

Today, MNawal Security Group Activity {(NSGA) has classified facilities in this
ared. Little is left of the air station. The two land runways are barely
discernible. A dilapidated wooden hangar still stands {out of eight ariginally},
85 do caoncrete portions of two other slructures. A wooden boathouse at
Andrew Lake is believed to be from Wworld War !I. Barbed wire is found
extensively in the general area. Neither the hangar nor boathouse are deemed
worthy of preserwvation,

The main area of today's naval station, called "Downtown," is centered around
the two runways (7,880 and 7,600 feet) that were constructed for the Army Air
Force in 1842, On the south side of Runway B are four hardstands thal
probably mark the sites of lour Kodiak T-type hargars during the war. Almost
agll structures in this main area are of recent construction and permanent in
nature: extensive family housing, barracks, bacheior officers' quarters,
headquarters, hospital, theater, navy exchange, hangars, roads, and all the
support facilities that a town of 3,000 people would have. The U.S. Fish and
wildlife Service maintains a headquarters and wvisitor center for the Aleutian
islands National Wildlife Refuge. Adak also has a museum in temporary
guarters thal houses wartime artifacts gathered on the isiand.

On the north side of Sweeper Cove are structures surviving from the wartime
Army Reserve Depot, ircluding three immense warehouses, smaller storage
buildings, two wharves {one of which has been modernized}, and a stone
breakwater.* This depot, with matériel for 50,000 troops, was established in
1943-44 to serve in the ewvent an invasion of Japan from the Aleutians were to

*The breakwater has recently been rebuilt. The contractor placed a branze
plague on it that stales the original breakwater was constructed by U.5. Nawvy
Seabees, In fact, the ariginal was also built by a contractor under the
direction of U.5. Army Engineers.
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matertalize, The three large warehouses, esch measuring 1871 by 800 feel, were
patrited respectively red, white, and blue in 1976 for the American Rewvolution
Hicentenntal,

On the rolling hills west of the main base, the army in World war 1i constructed
a large hospital of quonset huis.  Very little remains in Lhis area excepl scars
in the tundra. Thers 5 ong gucnset of unusual appearance--bay windows and
ells-~still standing. MNow abandoned, its origiral function is unknown. Near
the hospital site, to the north, an Advance Command Fpost was esiablished anmd,
during the Aleulian campaign, army, navy, acd army air force commanders
established their headquarters here. Little remains at the suspecled site of
this command post: a roof; & two-story, concrele vault; and wooden
(communications?) poles. Because of security reasgns, one wmust have a maring
gscort to this site. U.5. Marines today maintain an unusual memarial in this
general area--two trees.

During the war, bath army and navy shipping made use of Sweeper Cowve. The
navy bad two temporary drydocks and three piers there. Two of Lthe army’s

. wharves, at the Reserve Depot, are maintaired and used by the navy today, as
s the petroleum unloading pier that the army constructad. Other naval
facilities were tocated in Finger Bay, including ship repair drydacks, a motor
torpedoe boat base, and Rear Adm. T.C. Kinkaid's quarters. Still other nawval
installiations {ocated here or elsewhere on the island included a radio station,
marine barracks, and main fleet post office. On the shore of Finger Bay today
1s an abandoned anti-submarine net. Nearby, are the foundation ruins of 2
fish cannery that operated until 1379. The wartime wharves at Finger Bay are
now  greatly deteriorated. Ruins of personnel goarters are found agwver all the
hilfs, from Finger Bay Lo Andrew Lake. Some of these are maintained and used
by personnel For off-duty retreats.

During the war, the military considered Adak to be an affensive base and not a
defensive ane. Consequently, few coastal deferses were constructed: 153mm
gun batteries at Morth Spit, Shagak Bay, and at Zeto Point; and two batteries
of 90mm guns on the west side of Kuluk Bay nmear the runways. At different
bays and inlets around Adak, infantry outposts with machine gun emplacements
were established. Three of these are within the histaric area: WMorlh Spit,
Shagak Bay; Andrew Bay:; and Zeto Point. Also at Zeto Point was a joint army
and rnavy harbor entrance control post. A leng-range radar aircraft warning
station was at Cape Adagdak, near where a U.S5. Coast Guard Loran Station is
today. Some evidence--concrele, timbers, gquonset ruins, etc.--is found at
these sites.

' In 1976, the U.5. Army Corps of Engineers conducted a surwvey at Adak to
determine what remained from the World War ! era. Included in the findings
were the following:
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300 wood frame buildings
1,291 gquonset or Pacific buts, standing or collapsed
190 revetments
2,000 petroleum barrefs
& reinforced concrete buildings
10 dochks, wood, pile
8,300 feet barbed wire, with pickets
15 acres metal runway matting

Adak continued to serve as an active base throughout the war and beyond. |In
1950, the Army Air Force turned the base over to the U.S5. Navy, which
continues operations there. Today, the navy bas an impertant mission to carry
aut at Adak and must, necassarily, continue to develop the station in sugh
manner as i§ necessary to fulfill that mission. MNeveriheless, the evidence of
Adak's Warld War |! role as adwvance army airfietd, nawval air station,
expeditiohary advance command post, army reserve depot, naval operations
base, and task force anchorage is wvery much present.



8. Significance

riod Araan of Signilficance—Check and justily belaw
preristoric archeclogy-prehisionc communily pkEnning landscape architecture _ religion
L 14001385 archeglogy-histonc conservabhon . law science
1500-15499 aghicuilure . 8Ccongmics tirgrature sCulplure
T600-1699 architecture education X military social
17001793 art ErgIngenng - .. MusIg hurnanitarian
1800-1833 commerce exploration setllemenl . philosophy theater
X 1900 communications industry politics government _ tranzspiration
invenuaon . — ather (specity)
Specific dates 1942-1945 Buitder Architect

Etatemant of Significance |in one paragraph]

The world War || installations on Adak Island are significant in the history of
the Aleutian Campaign because they aliowed American forces to mount 2
successful offersive against the Japanese-held islands of Kiska and Attu. As
the most westerly American airfield from September 1942 to February 1943, Adak
allowed for intensified bombing (with fighter plane protection) of the Japarese
garrisons.  As the most westerly naval operaticns base from the fall of 1942 to
the ernd of the campaign, il provided support to the ships and submarines of
the MNorth Pacific Force in their fight against the ememy in morthern waters.
its excellent harbor provided shelter for the assembly of a large task force for
the assault on Kiska. And its rugged tundra-covered terrain and fierce
weather provided ideal conditions for training the Allied inwvasion force in
amphibious warfare in the ateutians. Had a northern invasion of Japan's Home
'stands accurred, a5 was ongce proposed, Adak's Reserve Depot would have
provided the essential malériel lor such an undertaking.

The Build-Up

When the Japanese bombed Unalaska {sland and invaded Attu and Kiska islands
in June 1342, American defenses in the Aleutians consisted of an army and
naval base at Unalaska and an army airfield on nearby Umnak Island, both 700
miles east of Kiska. Although bombers, flying through some of the wartd's
worst weather, could reach Kiska, they could not be escorted by shorter-range
fighters. The need for an Aleutian advance base further west became urgent.
The army favored Tanaga lsland, west of Adak, but the navy argued strongly
foer the latter, particularly because of its all-weathe- harbor. Higher authority
supported the navy's pasition, and Col. {(later Gensral] B.EB. Talley, U.5.
Army Corps aof Engineers, was directed to establish a base an Adak. Talley,
then the senior army engineer in Alaska, had demcnstraled his abilities in the
rapid construction of a dozen or more new bases in Alaska and had already
scouted Adak from the air. Now, he prepared 1o turn the island inlo Alaska's
largest and most expensive wartime base of operations,

UnJunme 28, 1942, advance American reconnaissance parties landed Trom
submarines on Adak. They found no trace of Japanese occupation, although
the enemy had planned a hit-and-run raid on the island earlier. Two months
tater, August 30, U.5. troops waded ashore at Kuluk Bay amidst a terrific
storm. The 4th Infantry Regiment pushed through the mud struggling to set
up defenses (the Japanese did not discover the landings until October 1, at
which time they made two ineffectual air raids on Adak}, while the B807th
Aviation Engineer Baltalion began constructing an airstrip on a flooded tidal
basin. By draining and filling in this flat basin, they succeeded in building a
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temparary strip In twelve days. On September 14, the first Liberators flew
from Adak to bomb Kiska. Maj. John 5. Chennault, son of the famous Gen.
Claire L. <Chennault, led his Flying Tigers of the 11th Fighter Squadren in
company with the bombers. This has been described as a histaric mission that
established the importance of Adak imasmuch as it was the first combined
fighter and bomber zero-altitude strike (50 feet abowve the wawes) of wWorld
War LI.

Caonstruction of a mere permanent runway, Runway A, immediately adjacent to
and parallel with the temporary strip soon got underway and, later, Runway B
was compleled. Both were laid with stesl matting in the beginning but
eventoally were paved. Many times repaired and improved, these runways
continue to serve patrol planes today.

Navy seabees soon followed army engineers, constructing a naval air station lar
the Fleel Air Wing Four's tweo-squadron search and patrol missions. By summer
1943, the navy's facilities on Adak had grown so extensively that a naval
operalions base was established: naval air station, ship repair facilities, motor
torpedoa boat division, naval radio station, marine barracks, main fleet post
office, and headguarters for both the commander, North Pacific Force, and
commander, Alaska Sector {nmavy). Also under Adak were the nmawval adwvance
fueling station and net depot at nearby Great Sitkin tsland.

The Eleventh Air Force's bombers and fighters on Adak continued their strikes
against Kiska and Attue throughout the fall of 1942:

Because of bad weather, aircraft were forced down all aiong the
Chain. Lucky pilots managed to crash land on narrow beaches of
isalated islands. . . . The unmlucky ones simply disappeared. Many
missions went gut only to be forced back to the base. Just as many
managed to get over Altu and Kiska put failed to drop their bomb
foads because of low fog which obscured the targets. *

Because of these conditions, the decision was made to construct a new airfield
on Amchitka [sfand, only 65 miles from the enemy on Kiska. The landing force
assembled on Adak and on January 12, 1243, occupied Amchitka. aAdak's pianes
provided cover until the new airfield was completed. From then on, Adak
became & secondary air base, repairing aircraft and forwarding shipments of
bombs and air supplies to Amchitka.

*Alaska Department, "History of Adak," Record Group 338, Washington Natignal
Records Center, Suitland, MD.

{OME o, 10524 - XHE
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Activity intensified on Adak throughout the first half of 1943, as the Allies
prepared to invade the Japanese-held Aleutians, Brig. Gen. W.0. Butler,
Commander, Eleventh Air Force, had already established his advance command
post on Adak, in October 18942, He was joined in March 1943 by Rear adm.
T.C. Kinkaid, Commander, North Pacific Farce, and Maj. Cen. Simon B.
Buckner, Commanding General, Alaska Defense Command, both of whom moved
their command posts from Kodiak for the forthcoming operations. From Adak,
they owersaw the successful inwvasion of Attu in May 1943, and immediately laid
plarms to capture Kiska.

Far the tinvasion of Attu, the Seventh Infantry Division had received some
hurried training in amphibicus landing on ihe sunny beaches of Southern
California, a climatg and terrain that hardly prepared it for the tundra and mud
of the Aleutians. The invasicon of Kiska would be different; this landing force
of 34,000 men would train on Adak's rugged hills and stormy beaches.

Throughout early summer, troops poured into Adak, a mighty fleet assembied in
kuluk Bay, and the island teemed with activity.®™ On the ewve of the HKiska

. invasion, August 1843, the population of Adak was estimated at 80,000 men and
more than 100 ships were anchored in the harbor.

Unce the Aleutians were cleared of the enemy, a debate took place as to the
future role of Adak and other Aleutian bases. Field commanders pointed out
the strategic imporlance of the Aleutians and proposed an offensive against
Japan through the Kuriles. In October 1543, the Joint Chiefs of Staff seltled
the issue by deciding to reduce the Aleutian garrisons but to prepare base
facilities and airfields for an offensive if further gperations in the North Pacific
were planned at a later time., Thus, a huge Army Reserve Depat took shape on
the north shore of Sweeper Cove. Contractars filled in land, constructed piers
and a hreakwater, and buill row upon row of storehouses and all the necessary
facilities for equipping a potential farce of 50,000 men. Just before he
transferred from Alaska to another theater of war in June 1944, General
Buckner wvisited Adak and repcrted that the new depot was coming along in fine
shape and it was charnging Lhe shape of the fand.

On August 3, 1944, the cruiser Baltimore slipped into Kuluk 8Bay. @n board
was the Commander in Chief, Fresident Franklin D. Roosevelt, paying his last
visit to combat troops in the field before his death eight months later. Adak
did not serve as a springboard for an invasion of Japan. But it is the only
Aleutian military base to remain continuously in active service from Worfd War ||
1o 1the present,

*all American and Canadian units trained on Adak except the First Special
Service Force (2,500 men) which preferred Amchitka.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA, BOUNDARIES

Starting at a point in the ocean two miles due east of Cape Adagdak, then
sguth i a straight fime passing through Scabbard Bay and on inland 0.8 mile to
& point, then west in a straight line passing just south of Finger Bay 10 miles
te an wnimproved road, then in a straight line west northwest to the southwest
base of South Spit, then northerly along the ocean side of South Spit, across
the mouth of Shagak Bay, them northerly along the ocean side of North Spit
and beyond .75 mile to the mouth of anmn wunnamed stream northwest of the
northwest base of Marth Spit, then in a straight line northeast o a point of
land on the west side of Mount Adagdak marked “Lora[fn]", then projecling Lhat
line in the same direction 1o a pgint in the ocean due west of Cape Adagdak,

then due east in a slraight line past the tip of Cape Adagdak to the point of
beginning.

These boundaries enclose ali the principal features of the Nawval Air Station;
Army Field; Mawval Operating Base; the harbors of Sweeper Cove, Finger Bay,
and inner Kuluk Bay; Army Reserve Depot; outposts at North Spit and Andrew
Bay; coastal defenses; and the areas employed in mounting greund troops for
the recaplure of Attu and Kiska.
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Z. A periion of the vast envampment establdshed on Adsk

for the bombing and invasion of che Japancscebeld islands
of Kigka and Atty in the Aleutlans. Tne aroy alrfield lies
boyoml €he hagpar. 1%43.

Courcesy, Elmendord Adir Force Baww, Aleska

1. American coovay at anchor dn Kulek Bay, Adak, assembling
for the fnvasion of Japanese—held Kiska Island. ca. dugust,
1943,

Courrasy, Notivaal Archives
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7. The avmy airfield consfructed o0 Adak In September, 194I,
for the Aleutian campalgn nas been much improved and is
srill used by naval patrel planes ar Adak Hawval Station. In
the Foreground are three of Four lLardstands that probably
mark the sites of Eour Kodilak T-eype hangars of World

War 1I.

Photo by E L. Thompsem. August, 1983,
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3. Two of three imuense army reserve depof warehouses &t
tuceper Cove, Adak, boflt in 1043-44 for a poesible in=-
vasian of Jspan's Rome Islands from the morth.

Phato by E.F. Thompaom. Aogust, 1983



B. Neteriorated alterafc hapgar at the World war 11 naval
alr station on Adak-—-one of only twe structkures still
standibg ar the former statlign. This peneral area today
is the slie of seweral classified installacions.

Phota by E.K. Thompson. Auagust, L1983

%. Andrew Lake was & part of the World War IY paval air
station oo Adak. Tt was used by naval Flying hoats and
seaplanes. The boat house dates from the war and 1s sgpdll
used by the Mawvy for recreacional boating purposes.

PFhote by E.H. Thoopson.  August, 1983
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date antered

1. Name

Kwajalein 1sland Battlefield

RistornG

and or commaon Kwajalein Missile Range, .5, Army

2. Location

sireet & numbgr

nat tor publication

crty. lown X vicwmity of Kwajalein Atoll
~ Republic of the e
state Marshall |slards code 75 county Kwajalein Atofl code 020
- L] -
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Prasent Use
_ _ diskrict _ _:"{_ pubhc A actupied —-. . agricuiture MLSE LM
- buildingi{s] __. private unocccupied commercial _ _ park
.. Structure - - - both work in progress educalional - — private residence
_X sie Public Atguisition Accessible - BAtertainment religicus
ohject _ _ _inprogess yes; restricted Qo Ernment x sciendific
. - being considered yes! unrestirigted tndusirial —— transportalion
no X miditary __ other:

4. Owner of Property

Gaovernment of the Republic of the Marshall Istands

name

siree! & number

Majuro

city_ Lawn - vicinity of

state Marshalk Islands 96960

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, reqistry of geeds. elc.  Office of the High Commissionar
streel & number Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands

city. town Saipan

state Mariana |slands 96950

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title

August 1980

Kwajalein Historic Bite Survey

date A tederal

qepqr_._i_gary tor su rYey records

city, town Honolulu

_,———— e e em — me . =

has ithis properly been determined eligible?
s1are

Pacific Ocean Division, U.5. Army Corps of Engineers

State

. YES X

county Iecal

_ Hawaii

gl



'7. Description

Condition Check ane Check one
excellent _._ deteriorated .. unaltered X original site
good X_ ruing _A_ altered _..moved  date e e
. —— unexposed

Dascribe the present and original {if knewn} physical appearance

Kwajatein island is at the southern and of Kwajalein Atell, which is in the Ralik
fSunset) Chain of the Marshall Islands. Kwajalein is the largest coral ateil in
the world, its {agoon having an area of 1,100 square miles. HKwajalein Island
itzelf has an area of only 1.2 square miles. its average elevalicn above sea
fevel is B.5 feet and its highest peint is a man-made hill, Mount Qlympus, that
contains missile sflos. Since the 1944 battle fought there, lhe banana-shaped
island's size has been considerably enlarged by dredging and fiilling at its west
and neorth ends and along its lagoon side.

Kwajalein Island is the headguarters of the U.5. Army Kwajalein Missile Range.
The sppearance of the island has entirely changed since the war. IU now
houses a scientific-military commuoity of about 3,000, Residences, stores,
clubs, and schoals crowd the narth end of the island. The remaining land is
covered with an airfield, missile facilities, and a small golf course. Since the
war, much of the island has been landscaped; green [awns, coconut palms, and
tropical ptants grace the land. Altogether, this far-away island, 2,400 miles
fram Hawaii, provides a pleasant and attractive environment for its pepulace.

Only a little evidence remains of the Japanese period, 1914-1944, and of the
fierce Ffighting in 1544, The Seventh Infantry Division, U.5.A., fandsd at the
original west end of the island where a small plague marks the sjte. tnland
from the plaque is a Japanese reinforced-concrete ammunition magazine, partly
underground. A |ow picket fence surraunds the site.

A short distance to the north, alse surrourded by a white picket fence, is &
Japanese cemetery and memoriazl. A wooden toril stands over the entranceway.
From time to time, human remains are uncowvered cn the island and are interred
at this site. Japanese citizens erected the memorial, as they have dons all aver
the Pacific,

Today's modern, jet runway lies on the site of the unfinished Japanese runway
and the post-battle American bomber field. Mo trace of either foermer runway,
the hardstands, or taxiways are wisible. Today's runway, which was
resurfaced imm 1975, measures 6,715 by 100 feet. The fieid has been named
Bucholz Army Airfield in horor of Pfe. Fred H. Bucheolz, killed inn battie on
kwajalein and posthumously awarded the Distinguished Service CTross. AL the
air terminal there is a plague in memory of Buchelz, which is surmounted by
the "Hourglass" insignia of the Seventh Infantry Division.

South of the runway, the Missile Range maintains a small golf course. Near the
center of the Tairways stands ancther Japanese reinforced-concrete ammunition
magazine that serwved an antiaircraft gun battary. The interior is marked by an
explosion Lhat exposed the steel reinforcing bars. On top of the T-shaped
magazinhe is a circular concrete pad on which an antenna was mounted in recent
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times and then removed. The magazi.lne has twop rarely-found features: a3
vaulted ceiling and & casemaled window.

Morthh of the air terminal-headquarters building, within the fenced-off fuel
farm, stamds a large, reinforced-concrete, Japanese air raid shelter. of
different design than maost surviving Japanese shelters, this structure has led
some students to thecrize that 1t is post-battle American-built. But an Army
Air force photograph of the shelter, taken on June 12, 1944, bears a caption
stating it is a Japanese bomb shelter that American troops repaired and used
for the same purpose. The shelter stosd in the Japanese buiiding complax
known as the Admiralty Center, where Rear Adm. Monze Akiyama had his
headquarters on Kwajalein. This location gQives new meaning to a comment in
the 324 Infantry Regiment's operations reports for February 4, 1944, where the
regimental intelligence officer wrote that a prisoner of war said he was assigned
te Admiral Akiyvama's headquarters and E_hat the admiral had been Killed on
February 2 in front of an air raid shelter.

On the rdbble-protected shoreline in front of the missile range headguarters-air

terminal are ruins aof reinforced-concrete Jsparese structures, either in their
. criginal lecations or thrown there for ergsion control.  The most substantial of
these is a pillbox, wave-worn but still largely intact. It is said to have been

an artillery fire contrel station, the only aone extant an Kwajalein.

Mearby, facing the ccean, are two American 75mm {3-inch) field artiliery guns
on rubber tires. These M-9 weapons were manufactured at Rock Island Arsenal
in 1943, but it is not known if they were on Kwajalein during Llhe battle.
Today, they guard the two missile range flagstaffs, one for the Stars and
Stripes and one for the Marshallese flag. A third weapon, a small Japanese
naval gun, is rmounted on a concrete pedestal in front of the island's central
palice station.

The main Japanese pier, built of reinforced concrete, was shaped muth like an
ice-hockey stick. Situated aon the lagoon side of the island, the pier and jts

1. Ouare Denfeld, "An Historic Site Survey of Xwajalein Missile Range,
Kwajalain atoll, Marshall Islands,”" (Guam 13803, p. 24, concludes "these unigue
construction features suggest that this is of late Japanese constructian.”

2. Thirty-second Infantry Regiment, Cperation Report, 1400 hours, February
4, 1844, n Operations Reports, 1-6& February, 1944, Operations Flintlock,
Adjutant General's Office, Operations Reports, 1940-48, 7ih Infantry Division,
Record Group 407, Washinglon MNational Records Center, Suitland, MO,
hereinafter cited as WHRC; G-2 Situation Map, Kwajatein Istand, January 31,
1344, Record Group 332, National Archives, washington, D.C.



MWFS Fonm 10-000-2

o Exp. 10-31-84
United States Department of the Interior i
National Park Service ‘h%m v

- - - ™ 'f'?w - ;’,;: -
National Register of Historic Places 2ok S
inventory—Nomination Form -y b
Continuation shes Item number 7. Description Page 3

lone  blockhouse, which had a 13mm dual-purpose gun on  its roaf, were
corsiderably damaged during the fighting. The blockhouse is entirely removed
and the pter has been rebuiit in its original configuration, named Echo Fier,
and continues o serve Kwajalein's port.  In 1972, Army engineers renovated
the pier at a cost of $3.2 million. Since then, portions of the Japanese
concrete work were discovered in the course of construction work in the area.
Present-day maps show that the pier is not nearly as lpong as it was n 1344,
this is caused by the fact that dredged fill has extended the land out inte the
lagoon in this wvicinity.

At the priginal north end of Kwajalein the Japanese installed a battery af two
twin-barrelled, dual-purpose 127mm (3-inch) guns. Because of the rséand s low
elevation, they buitt small mounds on which to empilace the weapons. One of
these mounds, "Bunker Hill," exists and the concrete base of the gun position
is exposed. Metal conduiis for electirical cables in the comcrete have been filled
in.  This site is now within the residential area and near the [unicr-senior high
schoo!.

A similar battery stood at the original west end of Kwajalein at what came to be
Red Beach One. Here, Kwajalein has been increased in length by the addition
of 55 acres of fill for radar installations. Close io its original site but now on
the shore of the new land lies a steel and concrete mass that is thought lo be
the base for gne of the 127mm gurs. Heavily rusted, this curious abject helps
to control beach erosion.

Theze features are all that are vizible of the momentous events that gccurreg on
kwajatein in early 1344, At that time, the island was utlerly destroyed by the
most intense land, sea, and air bombardment of World War |l in the Pacific:

The results of all this expenditure of explosives were devastating.
The damage was s0 intensive that it is impossible to determine the
relative effectiveness of the three types of bombardment--naval,
artitlery, and air. The area inland of Red Beaches was reduced
almost completely to rubble. Concrete emplacements were shattered,
coconut trees smashed and flattened, the ground pack-marked with
large craters, coral ripped 1o splinters. As one obserwver reported,
"The entire |sfar1d Emked as tf it had been picked up toc 20,000 feet
and then dropped.”

3. Americans Ffaced this same situation at French Frigate Sheals, Hawaii.
Failure to elevate the emplacements reswted in the inability to fire owver the
waves when the surf was up,

4, Fhilip 4. Crowl and Edmund G. Love, Seizure of the Gilberts and
Marshalls. The War in the Pacific. United States Army in World War |
(Washington: Government Printing Office, 1955}, p. 232,

AR M, 1029 - 0018
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The destruction was horrible. Nearly all the Japanese forces had been kilied
and the amell of deatk hung over the island like a fog. Almost immediately,
howewver, army engineers began bulldozing the rubble and the near-miracie of
an island being reborm began. Kwajalein today bears no rezsmblance 1o its
appearance in February 1944, Qne i3 sturred when an old-timer points cut an
extra-tail palm tree as the sole survivar from before the battle. Yet, beneaih
the bustling community, beneath the lawns and asphalt, is the sacred soil of
battle where Japanese, Korean, Marshallese, and American men died.

Kwajalein Jsland is today owned by the government of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands. The U.5. Army Ballistic Missile Defense Cammand leases
Kwajalein and other islands in the atoll for Kwajaizin Missile Range operations.
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Period Araas ol Significance—Check and justify below
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Specific datex 1044 Buildcr_lrchitnct

Statement of Swgnificance {in one paragraph)

Kwajalein island, captured by LJ.5. Army troops, along with Roi-Namur islands,
captdred by U.5. Marines, was the first Japanese territory in the Facific to be
taken in battle in World War I, Benefitting from costly lessons learned earlier
at Tarawa and Makin atoils in the B8ritish Gilbert Islands, the U.5. Navy
surface fieet and carrier aircraft, the army Air Forces' bombers, and Army and
Marine field artillery unleashed the most intensive bombardmeni of World wWar 1|
in the Pacific against Kwajalein Atoll, stunning the enemy and resulting in
relatively few American battle deaths. The amphibious landing on Kwajalein
carried oul by the Sewventh infantry Division was perfectly executed, reflecting
great credit on training and planning, as well as the Division's earliar
experiences in the Aleutians. Althaugh the Army took twice as [ong to capture
Kwajalein as the Marines did to take Raoi-Mamur, the Sevenih Division could
claim that its line of advance was five times as long as that of its
Brothers'-in-arms. Once again, the Seventh Infantry Division proved itself an
effective offensive force. Once again, the Japanese soldier prowed his |oyalty
by fighting almost to the last mam to make his enemy's advance as costly as
possible. The Marshallese people who survived the war have forged a new
nation, now an the eve of its independence.

Japanese in the Narshalls

The Marshall Islands consisl of 32 coral atglls and a number of coral islands in
the western MNorth Pacific Ocean, a few degrees above the egualor. They are
strung on a double chain, the easiern group called Ratak {(Sunrise), the

wasteriy, Ralik {Sunset}. The Marshalls were discovered by Spanish
navigators, explored by English captains Marshail and Gilbert, purchased by
Germany from Spain in 1899, and seized by Japan tn World wWar |, in 1920, the

League of Nations gave Japanm a mandate over the islands with the condition
they not be fortified. Japan withdrew from the League in 1935 and closed the
islands ta foreign wisitors. Thus, the Marshalls became the easternmost ocutpost
of the Japanese empire. The administrative headguarters operated out of the
cne town, Jabor, at Jaluit Atoll. As war neared, Japan began to fortify the
Marshalls, placing emphasis on Mille, Maloelap, and Wolje atolls in the Ratak
chain, and Jaliut and Kwajalein in the Ralik. Airfields, seaplane bDases, fleet
anchorages, and submarine bases were developed at different atolls. Each base
was protected by tand defenses.

When war came, it was from the Marshalls Lhat the Japanese force came to
capture Wake in December 7194T. Again, in March 1942, two Japanese flying
Poats staged through the Marshalls to make a nuisance raid on Cahu, Hawaii.
Im Audgust 1242, .5, Marines raided Makin Atell in the Gitberts and
unknowingly left nine men behind when they withdrew. The Japaness took Lhe
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Marines prisoner and moved them to Kwajalein lsland to await transportation to
dapan. Six weeks went by but no transportation became awvailable. Vice Adm.
Hoso Abe, then commanding all Marshall bases, r‘eacr]ed the end ¢f his patience
and, on Qctober 16, had the nine Marines beheaded.

On February 1, 1942, the United States Navy's aircraft carriers Enterprise and
Yorkiown attacked Kwajalein. This was the first offensive gperation by a
Urnited States task force In World War |1, an operation that did much for
American morale.

Throughout 1942 and muech of 1943, howewver, the Japanese were able to
strengthen their Marshall bases with ittle or no interference from the
Americans. Bul when the United Siates caplured lhe Gilbert Islands south of
the Marshalfs in November 1943, Japan realized that the Marshalls would be
next. Judging that the Americans would succeed In an attack, Japan ordered
its forces to impede the enemy's adwvance as much as possible by lighting to the
death_ When the attack cn Kwajalein Atoll came, it surprised the Japanese who
had thought the enemy would first strike one of the more heavily defended
atoils.

kKwajalein Atoll had three principal bases in January 1944:  an airfield on Roi
tsland at the northern apex of the atoll, with air headguarters under Vice Adm.
Michiyuki Yamada and support facilities on  adjacent Namur; the military
headquarters for all the Marshalls under Rear Adm. Momze AKiyama on Kwajalain
Island at the south end of the lagoon; and 3 seaplane base gn Ebeye Isiand,
about two miles northeast of Kwajalein. In addition, several islets in the atoll
had detachments for operating communications centers, radars, supply
warehouses, and the like. Kwajalein |sland was defended by elements of the
6th Base Force {naval troops) and the newly-arrived 1st Amphibious Brigade
(army), a battalion of Special Maval Landing Forces, and a Wawval Guard Farce.
The combined strength of these combat troops amournted te about 2,700 men.
The island alse had about 1,800 labor tropps composed mastly of Kareans, but
also some Japanese and Okinawans.

AL beth the north and west ends of the banana-shaped island, weare two
twin-mount, dual-purpose 127mm  (5-inch) guns. Pillboxes, machine guns,
3-inch dual-purpose guns, tank ditches, and fire trenches protected the
perimeter of the island, most strong points having been placed on the pcean

T. Samue! Effot Morison, Aleulians, Gilberts, and Marshalls, June 1342-April

1944. {Boston: Little, Brown, 1975), pp. 239-40. After the war, Abe was
tried for atroecity and was hanged on Guam.
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side. {When Americans landed on the lagoon side of the islands in the
Gilberts, Japanese quickly augmented lagoon defenses  at Kwajalein. )}
Antiaircrafl weapons were scaltered owver the island. In the western half an
airfield was still under construction, but hgd begen adwanced sufficiently to
enatile planes o land. After the battle, American intelligence officers

concluded that the island's defemses were surprisingly weak, there being no
heavily-constructed blockhouses, a paucity of artillery, and many artillery
pteces without cover or concealment. O Kwajalein, however, the Japanese had
made ymore of an attempt to arrange defenses in depth than eisewhere in the
atoll.

The American Scheme

Under the directicn of Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, FPacific Fleet, Pearl Harbor,
the Fifth Fleet, led by Vice Adm. Raymond A. Spruance, departed Hawaii en
route to the Marshall Islands for QOperation Flintlock. Rear Adm. Richmond K.
Turnper commanded lhe Joinl Expeditionary Force, while Maj. Gen. H.M. Smith,
UsSMZ, was the commander of the Expeditionary Troops. Admiral Turner also
directed the Southern Attack Farce (Task Farce 52) which assaulted Kwajalein
Island. Undeir him amnd Smith, Maj. Gen. Charles H. Corlett, USA, iled the
Seventh Infantey Division, whaose three infantry regiments had partlicipated in
amphibicus landings in the Aleutians in 1943,

The Northernt Attack Force (Task Force 537, which invaded Roi-Namur islands,
was led by Rear Adm. Richard L. Conolly. Under him, Maj. Gen. Harry
Schmidt, USMC, commanded the Fourth Marine Division in its first battle
experience, hawving come from Camp Pendleton, Calilornia. A& third unit, the
Majure Attack Group, under Rear Adm. Harry W. Hifl, sailed separately toward
that atclt, _where a battalion of the Army's 106th lafaniry Regiment landed
unopposed .

Z. G=-3 Report, Operation Flintlock, Fifth Amphibious Coarps, February T8,
1944, and Engineer, V Amphiblous Corps, to Commanding Generat, V
Amphibious Corps, February 15, 1944, both in U.5. Marine Corps Records,
Warld War If, WNRC. Army  accounts record at  least one "tremendous®
blockhouse on the lagoon side of Kwajalein. 5ee Philip A, Crowl and Edmund
G. lLove, 5Segjzure of the Gilberis and Marshalls {(Washington 1335}, p. 266.

3. The 106th Infantry landed on Majurs on January 30, thus giving it the
honer of being the first American unit to seize Japanese territory. Because
Majuro was undefended, the significance of this "first" was somewhat
diminished. Further, many accounts identified these sgldiers as Marines.
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Prior to the landings, the Fast Carrier Force, under Rear Adm. Marc A.
Mitscher, blasted Japanese airfields rthroughout the Marshalls. These nine new
fast carriers were accompanied by eight {ast baltleships. Im addition, the
Northern and 50uther‘§ lLanding Forces were suppoarted by seven battieships and
six aircraft carriers. In one day, February 1, the supporting nawval vessels
fired almost 7,000 t4-inch, &-inch, and 5-inch shells on Kwajalein Island alone.
Bombers of the Sewventh Air Force, commanded by Maj. Gen. Willis H. Hale, and
carrier-based planes unleased their fury against the enemy.

Assault

On January 31, 15344, D-Day, Seventh DQivision infantry and artillery troops
landed against slight opposition an five islets northwest of Kwajalein., This
initial operation gawve the Americans control of Ninni Pass, the entrance to
scuthern Kwajzalein Lagoon, and enabled the artillery to set up 12 batteries of
105mm guns and one battalion of 155mm guns on Enubuj, 'he islet nearest to

Kwajalein. These guns were registered on  Kwajalein by nighttall, The
follawing day, in support of the main landings, theses weapons expended 29,000
rounds against enemy positions.

Flans for February 1 called Far the 134th Regimental Combat Team (RCT) to
fand on the northern (left} haif of the west end of Kwajalein, code-named Heg
Beach QOne, and the 32d RCT to assault the southerm half, Red Beach Two.
At 9:30 a.m., precisely on schedule, the lead elements waded to shore in what

hasz been fled by some &s the "most nearly perfect of all amphibious
operations. Uftter destruction met their eyes. They advanced rapidiy, tha
4, Carriers: Enterpirise, Yorktown, Belieau Wood, Essex, Intrepid, Cabot,

Bunker Hill, Monterey, and Cowpens. Battleships: Washington, Massachusetts,
Indiana, Seuth Dakeota, Alabama, North Carclina, lowa, and Mew Jersey.

3. Three of these older battleships had been severely damaged at Pearl
Harbor on December 7, 1941: Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Maryland.

5. The 184th Infantry Regiment was organized in the Califernia National
Guard in 1924 and inducted into active federal service im 1941, It was
inactivated in 1946, The 32d was a Regular Army regiment, organized at
Schofield Barracks inm 1916

7. Edmund G. Lave, The Hourglass, A History of the 7th Infantry Division in
Worid War [l (Washington, 1950}, p. 105.
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32d against light cpposition, the 184h siowed somewhat by a network aof
pillboxes. By mid-afterncon, both regiments had reached the western end of
the Japanese airfield. As Japanese resistance stiffened, the Seventh Division's
advance slowed, then stopped just before sunset.,  The 32d Regiment had
reached a point about half-way aloeng the runway, while troops of the 184th
were about 250 yards behind on the lagoon shore. The cleared area of the
runway c<reated a wide gap between the two. Machine guns were set up to
sweep this open space. With one-gquarter of Kwajalein captured, the soldiers
established perimeters of defense for the night. <Casualties for this day were
light, 17 dead and 36 wounded in both regiments. Japanese r_asf,ualties were
estimated at 500 dead {most by lhe bombardment) and 11 captured.

February 2 brought continuing adwvances against the enemy, although Marine
Genergl H.M. Smith fumed abcard his command ship about the division's lack of
dash, This seemed more apparent when the Marines announced their capture
at Roi-Mamur on this date. General Corlett, too, urged his lroops o attack
vigorously and finish the job on the morrow. ©On this second day, capture of
the Japanese airfield was completed. By nightfall, the 184th was short of its
objective, the cross-island "Nora" road, causing the 32d RCT to withdraw
somewhat from its hard-won  Japanese sirongpoint, code-namsed  “Corn."
Americans were unaware that the Japaness commander, Rear Admiral Akiyama,
was killed this day at aAdmiralty Center within his lines. Although Corlett
warned his troops to expect a banzai attack at dawn, the night of February 2-3
passed quietly.

The third day of battle brought disappointing results for the Americans. On
the left, the 184th RCT ran into stiff resistance from a maze of pillboxes,
trenches, and shelters. These, combined with burning buildings, smoke,
wreckage, and craters, caused considerable confusion during the fighting.
Units got separated, broken up, and even fost., [nfantry-tank coordination was
ineffective. By nightfall, the regiment was 230 vyards short of its objective,
the main Japanese pter. This situation called for a change of plans and it was
decided that the 134th's final objective would be reduced to taking the pier,
and the 32d RCT would pinch out the 184tk at that point and be responsible for

8. The 32d RCT reported that it had captured tem of an estimated 110
Marshallese on the island. &t |east cne of those collected that day was a
woman. 32d RCT Unit Journal, Operation Flintlock, February 1-6, 1944,
Adjutant General's Cffice, World war N Operations Reparts, 1940-1948, Recard
Group 407, WNRC.

a, Holland M. Smith and Percy Finch, Coral and Brass {Washinglon 1948,
reprint 197%), p. 146.
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taking all the north end of Kwajalein. During the day, the 32d had had easier
going than the 184th, but it too had not reached its objective, "Mathan" road.
{ Division headquarters mistakenly thought that both regiments had reached the
davy's objectives.) One accomplishment on February 3 was the capture and
destruction of Admiralty Center, in which both regiments participated.

As February 4 dawned, the Seventh Division anticipated the end of enemy
resistance. Yel to be taken was the neorthern stretch of Hwajzlein, measuring
1,000 vards long and 400 yards wide. ©On this day, the 184th RCT reached the
Japanmese pier by 1:00 p.m. and began mopping up its assigrned area. Tha
32d's final assault got off to 3 confused start, partly caused by Japanese
emerging from shelters behind the American lines, firing every which way but
wesh. By noon, the drive north began in earnest and an American platoan
reached the north end of Kwajalein at 3:15 p.m. Shortly after four o'clock,
General Corlett announced the island secured, "All organized resistance . . g
has ceased. The troops have bLeen reorganized for mopping up operations.”
The division's 17th RCT, meanwhile, completed the capture of the Japanese
seaplane base on nearby Ebeye [siand. At the end of Lhe day, an American
. socldier picked up a canteen on the battlefield. Inscribed on it;,”he read,
"Contractors Pacific Naval Bases, Wake [Island], Canteen No. 13269."

The Southern Landing Force's casualties in capturing the southern end of the
atoll amounted to 142 killed, 845 wounded, and two missing in action. Estimates
aof enemy losses amounted ito 4,938 dead and 206 priscners, 79 of whom were
Japanesa and 127 Korean. in the Southern Sector, 140 Marshallesse were
collected du{éng the course of the fighting and in the whole atall 55 Marshallese
were Killed.

An aspect of the battle for Kwajslein that has been gensrally overlooked is the
employment of Japanesg-Americans (Misei) as interpreters. An  American
tntelligence observer praised the work of these mern most highly, slating they
staved on duty tweniy-four hours a day dealing with prisoners of war and
lranslating enemy documents. He recommended that in future operations their
number be increased and they E.ilgh have two armed bodyguards because of the
danger of being mistakenly shot.

10. Crowl and Love, Marshalls, p. 229.
11. 32d RCT Unit Journal, February 1-6, 1944, Record Group 407, WNRC.

12, Different sources give different figures in their estimates., The figures
. given here are the official Army counts.

13.  Anonymous, "Intelligence Observer with Task Force," with a letter of
transmittal dated February 19, 1944, in U.3. Marine Corps Records, Worid War
I, WNRC.



HFS Form 10-000- OB Mo, 102408
e Eap. WHII-B

United States Department of the Interior
MNational Park Service

.Natlnnal Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation shee ltem number 3. Significance Page 7

After the Battle

Evern as mopping-up operations were underway, army engingers began the
repair and reccnstruction of the airfield, constructing a 6,300-foot,
coral-surfaced runway and 102 hardstands for heavy bombers. ©On March 17,
1344, the Seventh Air Force's B8-24 bombers took off from Kwajalein on a
mission to Japanese-held Wake Island. Later, Kwajalein's planes struck cother
atalls in the Marshalls, Ponape, Truk Atoll, and, staging through Enewetak, as
far away as Guam. On March 25, the Sewenth Air Force established iis
operational headquariers on Kwajalein, under the VIl Bomber Command. This
headgquarters remained operational until Jurne 1244, when it moved to Saipan.
Also in 1944, the U.S. Navy established a naval operating base at Kwajalein as
well as a headquarters for the military government of the Marshalls. The naval
base continued operations dnrtil 1958, when the U.3. Army ook over the island
as a part of the Kwajalein Missile Range.
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GECOGRAPHICAL DATA

The boundary is the original outline of Kwajalein Isiand as shown aon an
enclosed map. On its south and east sides it is bounded by the Pacific Ocean.
New dredged land borders its west and nerth ends. ©On its lagoon side, new
dredged land borders the island from its north end, then south and west
gnding as shown on the map. Although the original island is cowvered with
modern structures and facilities, all of which are excluded from this momination,
the entire land area wunderneath these features (s considered historically
significant. Ewvery square inch of the island was fought aver in a fierce battie.
The above-ground historically significant structures are indicated on the
enclosed map.
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1. Ewzjaleln Teland., Seventh Infantry Divizion Ftoops
landting on Beaches Ked, 1 and 2, Scehruary 1, 19446, This
west end of Ewejalein wes thoroughly destroyed by pre-
invesisn kombardments.

Phote by U.5. Army Sigral Corps
Coutrterny, Defense audiovigual Agency Fabruary 1944

3. Savepth Alr Force bomber field constructed on top af
Japanese Field om Ewajaleiw Jsland. Hote the absence
of vepetation.

Phote by U.5. Army Adr Forees
Courtrsy, Emichgonian Institetion Mevember 19, 1944
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I, Japanese air rald shelter captured iotaci oo kwajalein
Tsland. Severnth Air Force alsg uvsed iE as a shelter,
It {5 in goad condition today.

Phaoto by U.5. Army AfIT Forcos
Courtegsy, Smithsonisn Imstitubian Jungs 12, 1944

7. Pler on tho lagoon shore of ¥wajalein Island. Rebuilt
after the battle In the game confipuraticn as the Japanese
pier, 1t new gureves the #iesile Range, The vessel on

the lefe, Tarlanyg, brings Marshellesc workers from

Fheye dnfily,

Photo by E.N, Thumpsoa dceober 1983



8. Japancse naval gun io frent of the police station,
Fwzjalein Island, Jts wartime history da unhnown.

Fhote by E.¥, Thompaun Octaber 1983

10. Japanese twin-mount, dual-purpose 1I7mm gun empla-
cement at the twrth end of Kwejaledin Islapd, one of the last
poeitions to he captured. Because of rthe island's lew
clevaticn, the Japanese congtructed wmounds for these
wenpons. Thiz 16 called "Bugker Bill.Y

Phato by E.%. Thompson rrober 1323
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1. Name

historic Roi- Namqr Ei_attleﬁeld

and ar cammen Kiernan Re-entry Measurements Site, Kwajalein Missile Range

2. Location

sireel & number o not tor publication
city, town E(_ vicinity of Kwajatein Atall
Repuh!m of the
slate Marshall 13lands code 75 county  Kwajalein Atoll code 020
» L J -

3. Classification
Calegory Ownership Status Praaent Use

. _ district . putic _xoccupied . agrigulture .. Museum
_ _ buildingisy . _ private —. . unoccpied commercial park

structure _ _ both — — work in prograss .. . educatignai _ _ private residence
A site Public Acquisition Accessible . . . entertainment _ .. raligious
_ . object — ...in process M yes: resiricted - .. government A _ scientitic
teing considered —- ¥es: unresiricted . - industrial — - lransponaticn
._ ne@ X military other:

4. Owner of Property

name Gwernment af the Hepubl:c of the Marshall 1slands

srree! 5 number

Marshall 1slancs 96960

city, 1own . - vicinity al state

5. Location of Legal Description

courhouse. registry of deeds, etc, Office of the High Cummmsmner

street & number Trust "I"errltlr:w,.r of the F’amflc fslands

city. town Saipan state Mariana |slands 96950

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title Historic Site Survey of Kwajalem MISSHE Range has lhis property been determined eligible? . yes X no

daie _August 1980 X tederal _state . county _ local

depositary 1or sutvey records LS. .ﬂ..rrrvg,r Corps of Engmeers Facific Dcean Dlws:un

city. town _ Fort Shafter, Honolulu . state __Hgiwaii



T 7. Description

Caondition Check one Chech one
—— excellent .. . deterigrated . unalered X original site
good X_runs . X aitered . moved  date C e
: .l‘air . uUneiposed
|

Duwsgcribe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

Roi-Namur (slands are at the northern apex of Kwajalein Atoll, which is in the
Ralik {Sunset) chain of the Marshali Isiands. Kwajatein is the largest atoll in
the world, its lagoon having an area of 1,100 square miles. Roi-Namur has an
area of 350 acres. Originaily considered two separate tslands they were joined
by a sand bar on their lagoon sides. Fram the center of this bar a spit of firm
land extended narthward dividing the shallow reef water between the twa.
Americans named this spit Agua Pura becauss of a Japanese water distiilation
plant there. Before world War I, Japanese naval personnel buyilt a 1, 200-foot
Causeway connecting the twe islands and the spit. The causeway was
well-constructed, being filed with coral, masonry revelted, and paved with
asphalt. Repaired after the battle, much of the causeway remains, row serving
43 a seawall. Contrary to comman belief, the Japanese did not canstruct a road
' aleng Lhe sandbar; Americam Seabess built a road in this area immediately afier
the 15944 battle. Since the war, most of the area between the road and the
. causeway has been filled in and landscaped, making the two islands one.
Americans slso added & small area of new land by filling in the reef at Roi's
scuUtheast cormer, where they constructed a smali pier. Both islands are
roughty rectangular in shape and have an elevation of 5.5 fest above sea level,

Roi-Namur 5 par! of the U.S. Army Kwajalein Missile Range and is the home af
Kiernan Re-entry Measurements Site. Facilities include the TRADEX and
tomputer buildings, housing and administrative buildings, airgraft runway,
docks, a 48-inch telescape, and several highly technital radars, including the
buge ALTAIR and a Super RADOT. The residential area is |ccated in the

northwest corner of Rai. The ane runway extends the length of Roi, from its
southwest corner to the northeast point.  Most of the technical facilities are an
Mamur,

Prior to 1944, the Japanese airfield covered most of Roi, which resulted in
sparce wvegeiation on that island. Ajr headquarters, barracks, and support
| facilities were concentrated on Namur. The northeast portion of Namur was
. heavily wooded. Alter the baitie, American naval persennel occupied both
; islands, empleying almost every square foot of land, inciuding the former
, wooded area. At the same time, work began to restore the tropical vegetation
; and 3,000 young coconut trees were planted within a year of the battle.
, Today, Roi-Namur is outstandingly beautiful. Palm, breadfruit, pandanus, and
Papaya trees cover the land; green grass and morning glory hide the scars of
i war: and once again northeastern Namur is a lush jungle of growth.

. Like Kwajalein !sland, Rai-Namur was subjected to the most severe air, land,

and sea bombardment of World War (I in the Pacific. Despite the terrible
i destruction, a2 number of Japarese fortifications and other structures have
. sUrvived,
|
!
| Roi
|
|
I

. The Japanese airfield on Rei had three short runways in a figure 4
configuratian, anly the rmortheasti-southwest runway is  extant. Although
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improved several times, the strip retains the same dimensions, including a part
of a turning circle at each end, as it had before 1944, An army air shuttle
service between Roi-Namur and Kwajalein uses the runway on a regular
schedule. The field has been named in honor of Lt. Col. J. Aquilla Dyess,
USMC, cammanding officer of the 1st Battalion, 24th Marines, posthumously
awarded the Medal of Haonor. in the fight for MNamur, Dyess was killed
directing his troops i assaulting the last Japanese position.

The Japanese built an ingenious water collection system at the airfield. On
either side of the three runways they constructed concrele conduits, two feet
square. Ewvery three feel there was a six-inch slot in the concrete cover for
the entry of water. Rain fram the runways drained into Lhese conduils and
flowed to large underground reserveoirs for storage.  When U.5. Marines
stormed ashore on Roi, a large number of Japanese took refuge in these
conduits, where most of them lost their lives. Afterward, the dJditches were
covered awver, [t is Kpown that at least one, runfting 2long the former
east-west runway, (s extant.

Rol and WHamur each had a battery of two twin-mount, dual-purpose 127mm guns
on raised mounds, beth sited primarily for off-shore fire. MNothing remains of
the battery on Mamur, but Reoi is the possessor of one of these emplacements
including the weapon. The circular concrete revetmant that surrcunds the
wezpon s partially destroyed. The remaining portions retain their 15rr1:-.111 ready
magazines, The two gun barrels point menacingly toward the ocean.

Mearby, a substantial portion of the carriage and the concrete platform of the
second gun remains. A bhombproof ammunition magazine, measuring 43.3 by
22.5 feel, for each weapon was cohstrocted 450 feet from the guns,  One
magazine remains, but there is no trace of the narrow-gauge tracks on which
ammunition was transported.

On the west side of Roi a2 small cemetery has been established. From time to
time, Japanese remains are accidentally uncoversd and interred here. Japanese
citizens hawve erected a memorial at the site. A translation of its legend reads,
"Here Lie Members ofzthe Japanese Armed Forces Who Gawve Their Lives in
Cefense of Roi-Mamur,"

1. tt is said that both barrels were fpaded with ammunition for many years
after the war. Then, ane barrel was purposefully fired. Instead of 2 round
rearing oui to sea, the breech blew off and flew several hundred vards to the
rear, causing only a little property damage. The cther barrel supposedly is
still armed.

2. Duane Denfeld, "An Historic 5ite Survey of HKwajalein Missile Range,
Kwajalein Atoll, Marshall islands" {Agana, Guam, 18%80), p. 34.
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The Japane$ constructed circular blockhruses on Roi-Mamur and elsewhere in
the FPacific. Three of these blockhouses remain on Roi-Namur: o the
northwest corner of Rof, near the nartheast corner of Roi, and ot the east
share (Madine Point) of Namur, The two latter were hil by shells and are
impressive evidence of the power of the American bombardment. The
blockhause at the northwest corner of Roi emerged from the battle relatively
unscathed and is a prime exhibit of Japanese fortifications. These structures
had a diameter of 40 feet. The seaward waill was four feet thick with four
tayers of one-inch reinforcing steel running wertically and horizontally. Each
blockhouse had four steel-plated, stepped embrasures, each with a 60-degree
field of fire and spaced &0 degrees apart around the circumference so as to
cover ithe shore in either direction as well as the ocean. The intericr walls
were covered with one-inch rock woopl insulation backed with hardware clath,
wood framing suggests that the walls atso were panelled with wood, as were the
blockhouses on Saipan. Interior concrete walls partially separated the four gun
emplacements and a circular concrete magazine, gight feet in diameter, stands in
the center. A person standing on top of the magazine could observe through
skits in a small steel turrel that extended two feet abowve the roof. This
blockhouse has a steel door at its rear (landward) entrance.

The Japanese air operations building, also of reinforced concrete, stands on the
easl side of Roi. Somewhat battered from the inwvasion, it no lfonger has its
contral tower on the roof. ft was buitt in a standard design and is similar to
structures on Saipan and Tinlan. Following the battle, the H.5. Nawvy used the
building for its own air operations. MNearby, is a Japan%ﬁ air raid shelter,
also of standard design and similar to two shelters on Namur.

3. ldernticsl blockhouses are found on Saipan and a modified form exists on
Walka. American  intelligence personnsel  described them as German-style
blockhouses. Cenfeld, who  has studied bath German  and Japanese

fortifications, concludes they are inherently Japanese and the only close
similarity to German construction is the comcept ol casemating the weapons.
tbid, p. 33.

4. One of these shelters an Namur is camouflaged by marning glory and most
difficult to spot. Mr. €dward 5. Burris, who has been exploring Raoi-Namur
for twenty vyears, has learned that Namur's other shelier, on the southeast
carner of the island, was also & contrel point for a pair of remote-control
torpedo tubes out on the reef. These tubes are not mentioned in Marine Corps
records, but an American intelligence map shows narrow-gauge tracks running
out to an istet in this area.
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ALl either end of the former east-west runway on Rei, the Japanese constructed
protective seawalls. Both well-built, masonry walls continue to protect the
istand from the relentless surf.

Aqua Pura Spit

Two Japanese structures remain in Lhis area, now a wide stretch of land joining
the two islands. One is a non-bombproof corcrete building thal has been

described as a general storage building. An American  intelligence map,
compiled before the 1544 inwvasion, shows only two buildings on the spit and
identifies them a3z a water distillation plant. The other structure is a

reinforced-cancrete pillbox with a circular concrete ring attached. The same
map shows two medium antiaircraft guns and a blockhouse in this general area.

Mamur

Along the former west side of Namur, from south to narth, are five Japanese
structures.  On the |agoon shore is a typical reinforced-concrete pillbox. A
little to the east is a windowless concrete building, which has been repaired
and is now attached to a missile range corrugated-metal building. Persons who
have examined th% fnterior of this structure have concluded that the Japanese

vused it as a jail. About halfway up the coast are twa features that ©. Colt
Denfeld has identified as a communications certer {a concrete buildi with
three rooms) and a nearby tunnel that possibly housed transformers. Just

north of the former causeway rpad is a two-stary, cancrete power plant, its
adjacent fuel storage building, and the ruins aof an oxygen generating plant.
On the northwest corner of Wamur, only two concrete piliboxes remain at this
once heavily defended point. Both are in good condilion.

The Japanese dispersed reserve ammunition magazines and bombproof petroleum
starage buildings in the wooded area of eastern WNamur. This location provided
a safety feature in the event of an air raid on the field on Roi. Two
bombproof magazines have survived. A combat photographer made one of them
famous during the war: On the last day of the battle, February 2, the 24th

a. Access to the building is restricted.

E. A post-battle intetligence report stated that the communications receiving
slation was "believed’ 1o have been in the air administration headguarters,
The gothic ruins of the communications transmittal center are on Ennubirr
island, southeast of MNamur.
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Marines appreoached this structure and forced open its huge steel doors. [nsids
they found 500 tons of explosives, mostly 500- and 250-pound bombs. |t took
the Marines three full days to remave the ammunition. Meanwhile, 2 iragic
scene unfolded outside the building. Sixty Japanese had taken refuge in a
dugout under the bombproof where they had attempted for two days to blow up
the magazine. Failing that, they began killing themselves rather Lhan be Llaken
prisoner. When discovered, only seven remained alive. Six of these were
badly wounded and two soon died. (The site where a similar magazine blew up
a day eariier on Namur may still be identified. In the excitement of the battle
a Marine threw a salchel-charge into the building which was full of aeriai
torpedoes. The resulting explosion will never be forgotten by the surwvivors.)
Also on eastern MNamur are two large but somewhat battered bombproofs for
storing aviatien gascline. They are of the same design as gasoline storage
bombproofs on Saipan.

On  the lagoon side of HNamur are three wartime features: the L-shaped
Japanese pier; the ruins of a small, post-battle pon’&oan pier nearby; and, in
the water off Namur's south point, a cancrete pillbox.

¥ A captured Japaness map of Roi-Mamur shows many of the installations
described herein, including the causeway, water conduits along the runways,
bomb and fuel storage on eastern Namur, hospital complex in southwest Namur,
and other features. Also appearing on the map, but not accounted for in other
sources, are Lthree structures or sites on the west side of Roi: command
puilding, power plant, and "“Waiting Place." Estimate of Japanese Troops and
Defensive Organizations, Roi-Mamur, no date, U.S. Marine Corps Records,
world War 1|, WHRC.
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Statement of Significance [in ene paragraph|

Eoi-Mamur Islands, captured by U.5. Marines, along with Kwajalein fsland,
captured by U.5. Army troops, were the first Japanese territory in the Pacific
to be taken in battie in World War It. Bernefitting from costly Jessons learmed
earlier at Tarawa and Makin atells in the British Gilbert Islands, the U.5. Navy
surface fleet and carrier aircraft, the Army Air Forces' bombers, and Army and
Marine field artillery unleashed the most intensive boembardment of World War ||
in the Pacific against Kwajalein Atolf, stunning the enemy and resuiting in
relatively few American battle deaths. The Fourth Marine Divisign, in its First
cambat, captured Roi |sland in the amazingly short time of six hours and seized
Mamur Island i twenty-six hoars, inflicting heavy casualties on the enamy who
resisted bravely almost to the last man. The Fourth Marine Division, stationed
al Camp Pendleten, California, was the only Marine division in World War [ ta
be mounted and staged into combat directly from the continental United States.

. Japanese in the Marshalls

The Marshall Islands consist of 32 coral atolls and a number of coral islands in
the western MNorth Pacific Qcean, a few degrees above the equator. Spanish
navigators discovered them, English captains Marshall and Gilbert explorsd
them, Germany purchased them from Spain in 1899, and Japan seized them in
world War . In 1920, the League of Mations gave Japan a mandate over the
islands with the condition they not be fortified. Japan withdrew from the
League inm 1935 and closed the Marshalls to foreign wvisitors. Thus, these
islands became the easternmost gutposl of the Japanese empire. As war neared,
Japan began to fortify five of the atalls: Mille, Maloelap, Wotje, Jaliut, and
Kwajalein.  Airfields, seaplane bases, fleet anchorages, and submarine bases
were developed, all protecled by land defenses.

Kwajalein Atoll had three principal bases in January 1944  an airfield on Roi
lsland at the nrorthern apex of the atell, with air headgquarters for all the
Marshalls under Vice Adm. Michiyuki Yamada and support facilities on adjacent
Namur; the military headquarters for the Marshalls under Rear Adm. Meonzo
Akiyvama on Kwajalein island at the south end of the lageon: and a seaplane
base on Ebeye Island, near Kwajalein. Hoi-Mamur's garrison consisted of
approximately 3,500 naval personnel, of whom some 500 were Korean laborers.
About half the garrison belonged to the 24th Air Flotiila which had 35 jandbased
planes on Rpi. These aircraft were either destroyed by American strikes or
remoewed by the Japanese ewven before the invasion. The remainder of the
combat trocps was a B00-man provisional battalion named the Soneyama Unit of
the 81st Mawval Guard Force, stationed primarily on MNamur.
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Throughout 1242 and much of 1943, the Japaneses were able to strengthen their
Marshall bases with little or no interferance from United States forces. When
the Americans captured the Gilbert lslands south of the Marshalls in Movember
1943, Japan realized that the Marshalls would be next. The Japanese were

surprised, howewver, when the attack came at Kwajalein Atoll, "'There was
divided opinion as to whether you would land at Jaluil or Mjlle’. . . . 'Some
thought you wauld land on Wotje, but there were few who thought you would go
right to the heart of the Marshalls and take Kwsjalein.'"" Roi-Namur's defenses

were more formidable than those on Kwajalein Island to the south, even though
its combat persornel were fewer in nomber. Massive, circular blockhouses:
piliboxes; Tfour twin-mounted, dual-purpose 127mm  guns; numerous 20mm
dual-purpose guns; and machine guns protectzd the shores. Both islands were
ringed with trenches, anti-tank ditches, and foxholes. MNorth-central Namur,
particularly, had a maze of trenches hidden in heavy undergrowth, as well as a
number of strong, concrete storage buildings. When the ememy invaded the
Gilbert Islands on their lagoon shores, the Japaness hastily strenglhened the
lagoon sheres of Roi-Mamur which had hitherto received the |east attention.

. The American Scheme

Under the direction of Admiral Chester W. Nimilz, Pacific Fleet, Pear! Harbor,
the Fifth Fleet, led by Vice Adm. Raymond A. Spruance, departed Hawaii en
rodte to the Marshali Isiands for Operation Flintlock. FRear Adm. Richmond K.
Turner commanded the Joint Expeditionary Force and Maj. Gen. Holland M.
smith, LUISMC, was commander of the Expeditionary Troops. Admiral Turner
also directed the Southern Attack Force which assaulted Kwajalein !siand. The
Northern Attack Force (Task Force 53}, which invaded Roi-Namur, was led by
Rear Adm. Richard L. Conclly. Under him, Maj. Gen. Harry Schmidt, LWSMC,
commanded the Fourth Marine Division's three infantry regiments, the 23d,
24th, and Z5th Marines.

Prior to the landings, the Fast Carrier Force, under Rear Adm. Marc A.
Mitscher, blasted Japanese airfields throughout the Marshalls. By D-Day,
Janudary 31, 1944, not a single Japanese ajrcraft was able to take to the air.
Im  addition, the landing forces were supported by an additional six aircraft
carriers and seven battleships which brought their destructive power to bear on
the islands. Besides the carrier-based planes, bombers of the Sewventh Air

1. Henry |. Shaw, Jr., Bernard C. MNalty, and Edwin T. Turnbladh, Central
Pacific Drive, History of U.5. Marine Corps QOperations in wWortd War 11, wvol, 3,
. p. 1359, p. 139, guating a Japanese nawva! officer,
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Force, commanded by Maj. Gen. Willis H. Hale, unleashed their fury against the
eneamy.

Assault

On D-Day, January 31, etements of the 25th Marines caplured five islets off
Rai-Namur. The first action was the assault on Ennuebing and Mellu islands to
the southwest of Roi. Mot only did these islands guard the passes into
kwajatein Laggon, they provided a platform for Maring artillery io fire on
Roi~-Namur. Although dJdelayved by rough seas and the incompiete training of the
amphibicus tractor crews, Lthe Maringes quickiy owvarcame light resistance and
secured both islands by mid-morning, the first capture of Japanese territory by
U.5. Marings in the war. Further delays occurred and nat until mid-atternaoon
were the 25th Marines able to land on Ennumennel and Ennubirr islands across
the lagoon, southesst of Namur. Again, they faced light opposition and quickly
swept the two with few casualties. On Ennubirr they toock possession of the
ruined Japanese communications tramsmission station. The 7omm pack howitzers
of the 14th Marines arrived on both rslands just before dark and regisiration on

. Roi-Namur was postponed until nexl morning. Darkness had set in before the
25th Marines seized the fifth island, Ennugarret, only 400 yards from Namue.
Ouring the night, weapons were rushed to this island to provide a base of fire
for the main attack.

Analyzing the D-Day operations, Marineg historians have concluded, "Mare
retiable radios, closer cooperation between LSTs and LVTs [far the transfer of
traops], and a tighter rein by cantrol officers would have resblted in a less
hectic gperation, but thise facts were of no comsolation to the Japarese killed
on the cutlying islands.”

At early light en D plus 1, February 1, the big L5Ts moved into the lagoon as
a land, sea, and air bombardment of Roi-Namur began. Fresh delays, caudsed
by a shartage of LV Ts, forced a postponement of the landings frem 10 a.m. to
a8 few minutes Lefore noon. Four battalions stormed ashore on Roi-Mamur:  tweo
battalioms of the Z3d Marines on lagoon Beaches Red 2 and 3 on Roi, and two
battaliens of the 24th Marines on lagoon Beaches Green 1 and 2 on Namur,

Capture of Rai

Supported by tanks and the 37mm czhnen of armored amphibians, the 23d
Marines pushed ahead against a dazed but couragecus snemy and within a few

2. ibid., p. 152. LS5T, tanding ship, tank; LVT, landing wvehicle, tracked.
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mirutes reached its first objective, the GC-1 line, on the airfield. fts
commander, Cal. Louis R. Jones, radiced General Sahmidt, "This is a pip,"
adding, “Give us the word and we'll take the island."” Without waiting for the
word, infantry and tamks plunged recklessly ahead. Colonel Jones reguired an
hour to rein in his Marines in order o reorganize a coordinated attack. Im
mid-sfternoon, the 23d renewed itz advance, moving up both the east and west
coasts of Roi. At 6:03 p.m., Roi Island was declared secured. Mopping-up in

the center of the island coniinued through the evening; many Japanese had
hidden in the water-collectipn conduits al:cmlp the runways from where they
harassed the Marines until captured or killed.

Capture aof Namur

As the hombardment of Hamur continued, two battalions of the 24th Marines
stormed ashore on Beaches Green 1 and 2 about the same time as those who hit

Roi. At first, the adwvance met little opposition, but as the companies
approached the -1 ling, progress slowed becauss of dense underbrush, heaps
of rubble, and increasing Japanese fira. The ruins of the Japanese air

headquarters were overrun. The Marines did not know it yet, but Admiral
Yamada had been killed three days earlier in the hombardment and most of his
seniar officers had committed suicide. By early afternoon, most of the 24th's
companies had come up to the O-1 line, which was the east-west road from the
causeway. Toward the eastern part of the island, an aszault team from the 2d
Battaiion began attacking a bombproof structure that appeared to be a gun
position.  Breaching a wall, Marines threw satchel-charges through the hole.
Suddenly, a tremendous explosion shook the island, followed swiftly by two
others. A Marine air abserver flying over Namur at the time reported his plane

3. Jones tg Schmidt, 1207 hours, B-Day plus 1, Record of Events, 23d Marine
Regiment, January 13-February 8, 1944, USMIC Records, Washington WNational
Records Center, Suitland, MD, herinafter cited as WNRC. This must be the
shortest Record of Ewvents that included a battle ever written, The entire
diary, from the time the 23d teft San Diego to their departure from Kwajalein
Atoll amaunts to four pages!

4, Robert D. Heinl, Jr. and John A. Crown, The Marshalls: |Increasing the
Tempe (Washinglon, 1954}, pp. 64-67; "Observations and Recommandations,
Flintlock Operations,”' January 19, 1944, USMC Records, WNRC. Most U.S.
Marine accounts agree that Roi was declared secure on the evening of February
T. The G-3 at ¥ Amphibious Corps headquarters stated that the island was
declared secured at 8 a.m., February 2. G-3, Headquarters, V Amphihious
Corps, Report for Operation Flintlock, February 18, 1844, USMC Records,
World War 11, WHRC.
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was lifted 1,000 feet by the hlast. It lpoked to him as if the whole isiand had
biown up. On the ground, the number of casualties increased as chunks of
concrete and steel rained dawn. The bombproof had been a magazine filled with
aerial torpedoes. The 2d Battalion, 24th Marines, suffered severs casualties
fram the explosions with 20 dead and about 100 wounded. Mot wuntil late
afternoon was its commander, Lt. Cal. Francis H. Brink, who was himself
wounded, able to recrganize his command and rejoin the attack. Some furlher
advances were made before darkness came; one force of tanks and infantry
actually gained the northernmost point of Namur but withdrew {0 the main {ine.
This first day of fighting on Namur resuited in the Marines occcupying about
two-thirds of the isfand.

Small groups of Japanese harrassed the Marine forces during the night with
littie effect. At dawn, the enemy launched a counterattack which infantry and
tanks quickly shattered. At 9 a.m., February 2, the 24th Marines renewed the
attack with two baltalions, reducing blockhouses and pillboxes one by one.
Shartly after rnoon, the battalions met at the northern point and Namur was
deciared secured two hours later. The Fourth Marine Division, fresh fram the
training figlds, was now battle-seasoned. It had met the anemy arnd had
captured its objectives, ewven If beset with problems not of 1its own making,
such as shorlages in amphibicus landing wvehicles and the delays and confusion
in delivering mern and machings to the beaches.

Although they had lost the islands, the Japanese had the last word at Kwajalein
Atoli.  On the night of February 11-12, twelve Japanese bombers got through
American radar and made a dewvastating surprise &atiack on Reoi istand.  Using
bath  high explosive and phosphorous  bombs, they hit the 20th Maripes’
(Engineers) comand post, a large bomb dump, and the LST unloading point.
The explosions, which lasted four hours, and fires destroyved two landing ships
and large stocks of food, ammunition, bombs, construction equipment, and
clothing. The 20th Marines lost all its regimental records and journals.
Casualties were severe with 30 killed and about 400 wounded.

Japanese casualties in the MNortherm Sectaor for Operation Flintlock amounted to
2,470 dead, many of wham were killed in the pre-invasion hombardment. Of the
264 men taken prisomer, 99 were Japanese, the remainder, Korean. I
contrast, the Fourth Marine Division had 313 killed and 500 wounded.
Japanese dead were buried in deep trenches within the triangle formed by Roi's
runways. On Mamur, three large bomb craters became the Japanese burial
ground., The Fourth Marine Division establiched a temporary cemelery for its
dead an Agqua Pura Spit.

5, Both Japanese and American casuaity figures differ considerably in the
several official accounts of the action in the MNarthernm Section. The figures
given above may or may rnot be correct.
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As Marine engineers and 5Seabees cleared Roi-Mamur of battle rubble, the
Fourth carried out its last remaining task, an uneveniful sweep of all istands in
the Nerthern Sector. The division departed the atalt on Februeary 8, enroute to
Pear| Harbor to prepare for ils next mission--5aipan.

Less than a week later the first of the runways on Rol was repaired and made
operational .  Zoan thersafter, the 4th Marine Air Wing arrived on Rei-Namur.
From then to the end of World War |1, Marine pilots bombed and strafed the
bypassed Japanese bases in the Marshall lslands, Ponape, and Wake.
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GEQGRAFHICAL DATA

The boundary is the water's edge arcund Roi-Namur islands so as to include
the landing beaches, and surviving Japanese structures, weapons, and
fortifications. Al HKwajalein Missile Range developments on Rai-Namur, while
within this boundary, do not contribute to the historical significance of the
battle and are exempted. Because the bombardments and the fighting involved
all the land, all of it is historically significant despite the continuing impact of
modern developments.
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1. Aerial of Roi-Namur, January 1944, FRoi airfield is at
top of photo. The horizontal runway is in use today.
¥wajalein lLapoon is in the lower left. The corner of
#amur shown, lower right, contained Admiral Yamada's air
headquarters for the Marshall Islands. Aqua Pure Spit and
the cavseway lie between the two islands.

Courtesy, Smithsonian Instituticon and U.5. Alr Foree




5: Iwin-mount deal-purpose (coastal delense and anri-
aireraft), 12lem (G-inch) gun. Jzpan had fws such
batt?riQE el twz emplaverenis each un Roi-Wanue. .Ihiq 5alu
gurvivor on Hel may have been the weapon 1hat opeted %i'p
an D-Duy, Jamuory 2L, 194G, )

Phote by E.%. Thompson October 138

6. Japanese circular bleckhouse on Red. There were luour

pr five {accounts differ} of thesc stromg dulenrive werbs

on Rol-¥agur. american dintelljpence persoenel thonght they
were of German design. 1hls one, at the narthwest cormer

of Roi, iz bthe besl preserved of thres sumvivoers. The peRESOD
with the whire shirt is standing dn framt of ono of foaur

aup émbrasurcs.

Photo by E.K. Thompszn October 1933
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4., Partly=dewmclished Japanese air raid shelrer on Ked.
This atarndard design may yot be found ok other Pacific
Islands, incleding twe survivors on adjacent hacur.

Photo by E.X. Thoopson Cctober 1983

11. Une of twoe existing Japanese bombpoool, aviation
gasolipe storage buildings on eastern Mamur. These
are similar in design to steechures on Saipan.

Fhote by E.K. Thompson Ocbpher, L4E3
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1. Name

nistone Truk Lagoon Underwater Fleet, Truk Atoll

ang or commaon Truk Lagoon, Truk State, Federated States of Micronesia

2. Location

stragl & number o R o — not for publication
city. town _ e Lz ity O
) "Federated States of T T
stale Micronesia code 75 county Truk State cade 050
3. Classification
Calsgyory Ownershig Siatus Present Use
_ X district _X public .. necupied __ agriculture — museum
—— buildingis! ___ private . unoccipred — commercial ____ park
— structurs 1110 —_ work in progress _ _ educationat — _ private residence
.. site Public Acquisition Acceasible — enterlainment - - religicus
- . ohjegct — — in process — yes: restnoied & government —  scientific
— _ being ¢ongidered _X yes: unrestricted . indusiral X transpariation
_.. no —.__ military ___ other;

4. Owner of Property

fame Government of the Federated States of Micronesia

street & number

Ponape, Eastern
Eity. town Kolonia - _. wiginity of state Caroline lslands

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry ol deeds. eic. Government of the Federated States of Micronesia

streel & number

, . ‘ " Ponape, Eastern
city. town Koionia, Ponape, Federated States of Micronesia slate Caroline Izlands

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titie Truk Lagoon Underwater Fleet has this property been detsrminad eiigible? _ X yes __ _no
date Seprtember 30, 1976 X_ tederal .- slate . county _ _ local
cepositary for aurvey records Mational Register of Historic Places

city. town Washington state 0.C




7. Description ,

Condition Chech one Chech one

- . excellent X deteriorsted _X_ unaltered Xoriginai site

X good —— ruins _ _ aliered . moved  date .
- 13r —_ unexposed

Dascriba the present and original {il known} physical appesrance

Truk Atoll is centered in the sprawling Caroline Islands (the Federated States
af Micronesia) in the western Pacific, eight degrees north of the equator. The
atoll is the remnant of a large wvolcano, now mostly submerged. The islands are
surrounded by a coral reef 40 miles in diameter and 140 mites in circumference,
and having five passes to the sea. Inside the reef are countless, fiat coral
isiands and several, larger volcanic islands. OF the |atter, those of strategic
value to the Japanese were: Dublon, Maen, Fefan, Eten, Uman, Param, and
Taol. Moen is the capital] of Truk, which is a state in the Federated States of
Micronesia. Truk Lagoon is one of the best natural anchorages in the woarld.

In 1932, the Japanese Imperial Navy organized the Fourth Fleet with its head-
quarters, afong with the Fourth Base Farce, at Truk. From 1942 to February
1944, the Japanese Combined Fleet operated out of Truk. Alerted on February
4 to the probability of an Amercian attack, the Japanese removed the greater
portion of their naval ships from Truk to havens farther west. On February 17
and 18, and again on April 30, 1344, American carrier aircraft carried out
massive ratds an Truk., On the eve of the first air raid, there remained in the
iagoon some thirty-nine ships, including three light cruisers, three destrovers,
a seaplane tender, and a submarine tender. The remaining thirty-one wessels
included freighters, tankers, tugs, and patrol bca?. NMumerous smalt craft,
such as landing craft and barges, were also present.

Mast of the larger warships escaped from the lagoon at the beginning of the
attack, but American ships and planes destroyed many of these in the deep
waters of the Pacific outside the reef. None of these has been found. Inside
the lagoan, principally at two anchorages, nearly all vessels were sunk. They

1. These major islands had the following installations:

Dublon--docks, seaplane baze, submarine base, nawval headguarters, a
2, 300-ton floating drydock, torpedo storage, torpedo boat base, hospital, and
coastal and antiaircraft guns,

Moen--bomber field, seaplane aznd fighter base, torpedo storage, torpedo
boat base, radic communications center, and coastal and antiaircraft batteries.

Fefan--supply center, piers, warehouses, ammunition dumps, and
dual-purpose qumns.

Eten--airstrip.

Uman=--airstrip and coastal and antiaircraft defenses,

Param--airstrip and coastal and antiaircraft defenses.

Tol--torpedo beat base and coastal and anticaircraft defenses.

2. The number of Japanese ships sunk inside and outside the lagoon wvaries
From account to account, ranging from a low of 30 to a high of &0. This
Fccount relies heavily on two sources which the writer considers highty reliable,
particularly with regard to statistics: United States Strategic Bombing Survey,
The Reduction of Truk, wol. 77 {(MNaval Analysis Division, U.S5. Navy, 1947),
and Klaus P. Lindermann, Hailstorm Owver Truk Lagoon {Singapore: Maruzen
Asig, 1982).
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comprise the "underwater fieet," the Mecca of divers worldwide. A summary of
the sunken wvessels and cther wrecks within the |agoon follows:

Ceombined Fleet Repair Anchorage

This anchorage was between Dublon and Fefan islands:

1. Yamagiri Maru. Six-hold freignter, 3,788 tons, 305 feet jong. Its hold
ne. S ccéntains 18.1-inch shells for Japan's two giant battleships, Yamato and
Musashi,

e. Tonan Maru 3. Tanhker, 12,209 tons, 535 feet long. This large whale
factory converted to a tanker was hit by an American submarire in 1943, She
was towed ta Truk for repairs. Tonan was sunk in shallow water on February
17. After World War |1, Japanese authorities received permission to salvage the
ship for whaling operations, Japan‘s merchant marine fleet having been
destroyed. Large sections of the wvessel that had been btown off by hombs
remain at the site.

3. Kiyozumi Maru.  Six-hold freighter, 6,983 tons, 450 feet long. This
vessel was taken owver by the Imperial Navy in 1941 and converted to an
auxiliary cruiser. In Cctober 1943, her armament was removed and the ship
was reclassified as a transport. She participated in the Midway campaign of
1842 as 2 troop carrier. in December 1943, an American submarine hit Kiyozumi
with a torpede. A iug towed the vesse! into Truk, where repairs were being
made, On February 17, she was bombed repeastedly and fimally sank. Recause
¢il still teaks from the wreck, she is known focally as "Oilslick Wreck ., ®

4. Hoyo Mary. Large tanker, 8,629 tons, 470 feet long. Built in 1938, Hovo
was taken over by the Japarese Navy in 1940, From 1941 on, she was
stationed at Truk, Hit in a bombing attack at sea in 1943, the ship was
repaired in Japan. buck was not with her. Early in February 1944, she
departed Truk en route to Singapore and was hit by a submarine torpedo just
outside the lagoon. She was towed in and was undergoing repairs at the time
of the American attack. The ship broke in twg as she capsized. The wreck is

close to Fefan's shore and, because of silty water, Hoyo is seldom wisited by
divers.

3. Kansho Maru. Five-hold freighter, 4,861 tons, 380 feet loeng. The
Japanese Navy employed this ship as a transport of special cargo from

. 3. All ship descriptions are from Lindermann, Hailstorm Over Truk.
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September 1940 on. It is considered to be one of the “finest" wrecks in Truk
by divers, even though it is covered with a layer af easily disturbed sediment.
The wreck contains navigation instruments, botties, plates, and other artifacts.

&, Daikicht Maru. The physical evidence suggests that this ship was the
victim of & major explesion, perhaps having had an explosive cargo. There is
ng positive evidence that the pigces of wreckage are from the Daikichi, but that
ship has not octherwise been found in the lagoon. The largest piece of
wreckage is a midship, including the engine room and a stack. Ancther piece
nearby resembles a bow. Dalkichi was a freighter, between 1,530 and 2,000
tons.

7. i-16% Submarine. 1-169 was a large submarine commissioned in 1334. She
could remain at sea for 45 days while traveling 14,000 miles. She participated
in the attack on Pear| Harbor. Soon cutdated by superior submarines, 1-169
was converted to an underwsater transport. She was in the lagoon when
American carrier planes zattacked on April 30, 1844. Orders were given to
submerge. The main induction walve had heen left open. The submarine
guickly sank asnd the c¢rew on board drowned. After the wreckage was
discoverad in 1973, the Japanese government arranged to have the crew's
remains recovered, cremated, and returned to the homeland.

8. Heian Maru. Large cargo and passenger liner used as 2 submarine tender,
11,6816 tons, 513 feet fong. Heian is the largest ship remaining the lagoon. 5he
had been assigned to the 6th Submarine Fleet in Kwajalein, which was captured
by the Untted States in early February 1944, A sisten ship, Hikawa Maru,
converted ta a hospital ship, also was at Truk. Clearly marked with red
crosses, she was not attacked by American planes.

9. Hartior Tuq. This wvessel /s in shallow water near Dublon lsland. Her
Fiull appears to be intact.

1. Fleet Tug. Large, ocean-going tug. Along with navigalion equipment,
there is a farge coil of hemp rope.

11. Patrol Baoat 34, The wvessel is possibly a former destroyer, Suzuki. huilt
in the 1920s.

12. Shinkgku Maru. Tanker, 10,020 tons, 500 feet long. Launched in 1939,
Shinkeku first carried crude oil from the United States to Japan. In 1947, ihe
fapanese Mavy fitted ouwt the ship as a fleat oiler. She was with the fleel that
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attacked Pearl Harbor. |n 1942, she entered Truk far repairs after being
torpedoed by an American submarine. A single torpedo sank her on, February
17, 1844, The wreck contains many artifacts as well as human boPnes,

13. Fumitsuki. Destroyer. Launched in 7926, she was undergoing repair at
the Repair Anchorage., Fumitsuki was destroyed by a bomb. WNo trace of the
wreckage has yet been found or identified.

In  addition to these wrecks, an area between Dublon and Fefan islands was
used by the Japanese as a dumping ground. This area is heavily silted and
therefore has fittle coral growth. Divers have found many objects including an
automobiie, four-bladed ship's propeller, tracked wvehicie, aircraft parts, tank
trucks, generators, and engines.

Combined Fleet Anchorage

This anchorage was east and south of Dublon, around Eten, and south to
Uman. The majority of the wrecks consist of wvessels other than warships:

. 14. Nippo Maru. Freighter, 3,763 tons, 352 feet long. Prior to World Wwar I,
Nippo was a banana beoat on the Taiwan-Japan run. in 1941, she became a
fresh water transport for the Japanese Wawvy and was a freguent visitor to
Truk. Discovered in 1980, the wreck has a wide variety of artifacts on board:

coastal defense guns, field artillery, trucks, shells, and a tank.

15. Momokawa Maru. Five-hold feighter, 3,828 tons, 352 feet lemg. Launched
in 1840 as a timber transport, Siberia-Japan, Momokawa was sufk in the
February 17-128 attack. The wreck was not discoverad until 1982, Many
artifacts are on board, including porcelain dishes, chinaware, ship's belt,
aircraft compomeants, trucks, and ammunition.

16. Aikoku Maru. Freighter-passenger liner, 10,438 tons, 492 feet long.
Aikoku was one of the finest cargo-passenger liners built in Japan just before
hostilities. She was taken over by the Navy and converted te an armed
merchant raider {(auxiliary cruiser). By 1944, the ship was transporting cargo
and troops to warious islands in the Central Pacific. ©On February 16, she
i entered Truk Lagoon having come from Ponape. Lying in great depths from 130
feet to 240 feet, the wreck can be visited by only the most experienced divers.
Human bones are found within the bolds.

4, Lindermann, Hailstorm Over Truk, pp. 5%-56, does not show the location

. of this popular wreck.




HF Foam 0al-a

[+ -]

United States Department of the Interior
Mational Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Contirpation sheet flom numbar 7. Description Pape 5

17. BReiyo Maru. Freighter, 5,445 tons, 400 feet long. Constructed in 1920,
the ship was taken over by the Japanese Army in 1841. Twc years later, the
Navy acquired Reiyo. This wreck, too, lies in deep water, the deck being at
175 feet.

18. HNagano Maru. Four-heold freighter, 3,810 tons, 320 faet long. First
employed in Japan's coastai waters, Nagane was taken over by the Japanese
Army in 1937 to serve as 3 transport in the war in China. At the time of the
February raid on Truk, she was serving as an army auxiliary transport.

19. San Francisce Maru. Five-hold freighter, 5,864 tons, 385 feet long. Built
in 1919, San Francisco came to a sudden end when bombs hit her on February
17. Most of her carge was military ordnance--tanks, mines, and torpedo badies.

20. Shotan Maru. Four-hold freighter, 17,999 tons. Shotan was wunderway
when the Amercian attack came, but dive bombers put am end to her. The
wreck contains artifacts ranging from trucks to dishas.

21. Seikg Maru. Five-hold freighter, 5,386 tons, 395 fest long. Like most of
the sunken ships, Seiko's equipment is heavily encrusted with living corals and
sponges. The ship's bell has been salvaged.

22. Hokuyo Maru. Four-hold freighter, 4,217 tons, 354 feet long. Hokuyo
was sunk on the first day of the February attack. She rests in deep
water--165 feet to her deck. The holds were empty of carge.

23. Qjima. Salvage and repair ship, 750 tens. She was destroyed in October
1943 when fighting an accidental fire on a ship comtaining ammunition in the
lagoon. The wessel is severely broken up. Landing craft and other wreckage
are found in the area.

24. HKikukawa Maru. Freighter, 3,833 tons, 355 feet long. Kikukawa is the
ship that caught fire in 1343 and explodad, destroying OQjima, above. Only the
foreship is intact. Miscellaneous cargo lies scattered about.

25. Hoki Maru. Freighter, 7,112 tons, 450 feet long. A New Zealand ship,
she was seized by Japanese auxiliary cruisers in 1942, Hoki arrived at Truk in
January 18944, A butidozer on board, possibly of American make, has given the
ship the lacal name of "Bulidozer wWreck. "

26. Fujikawa Maru. Six-hold freighter, 6,938 tons, 435 feet long. Completed
in 1938, Fujikawa was taken over by the Imperiai Navy in 1940 and converted to
an aircraft ferry. An American submarine damaged her with a torpedo in 1943;
but she reached Truk where she was repaired as a general transport. Her
cargo includes artillery shells, small arms ammunition, aircraft parts, and
fighter planes.
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2. Unkai Maru, Five-hold freighter, 3,188 tons, 305 feet long. An ancient,
coal-burning wessel, Unkai was built in England in 1905 and first named Venus.
Japan purchased the ship in 1911.

2B. Gosel Maru. Coastal freighter, 1,931 tons, 270 feet long. Gosel was sunk
an February 18. Its cargo of live torpedoes continued to explode over time
until, in 1976, an explosive charge was set off to make the wreck safe for
diving. Lying in shallow water, Gosei is a favorite photagraphic subject.

29. Rio de Janeiro Maru. Passenger liner, 9,627 tons, 450 feet long. Built in
the late 19200s, this ship served the Japan-South America-United States west
Coast route. The Japanese Mavy converted her to 2 submarine tender and depot
ship in 1%40. In April 1943 she was reclassified as a transport and based at
Truk. Cargo consists of a ceastal gun, coal, and saki bottles.

30. Amagisan Maru. 5Special transport, 7,621 tons, 450 feet long. This large
freighter rests on sloping ground. Water depth to the bow is 100 feet, while
the stern is under 180 feet of water. Little cargo was on board, but a sedan
automobtle remains in a hold, The mess contains china and tableware.

. 31. Sankisan Maru. Freighter, 4,776 tons, 368 feet long. The Japanese Mavy
acquired this wvessel in October 1943, Settled in shallow water {the foremast
breaks the water), Sankisan is wisited often. An explosion blew the aftership
apart, but the remainder of the wreck contains a varied cargo: trucks, small
arms ammuanition, aircraft parts, and coal.  Small reef fish and corals flourish
at the site.

32. Hino Maru 2. Freighter, 999 tons, 200 feet long. Called "One-Gun Boat,"
this small wvessel was desiroyed by bembs. s bow gun, only three feet under
watar, is heavily photographed.

33. Interisland Supply Vessei. It is about 120 feet in length and its grass
tonnage is about 800 tons. This small coastal oiler serviced the fleet at Truk.
Marine growth on the wreck is autstanding.

34, Subchaser Wo., 38. About 300 tons. This wessel may have been a small
marchant ship that was converted to anti-submarinme duty. 11 sank in shallow
watar,

35. Tailhe Maru. Four-hold freighter, 2,829 tons, 305 feet long., Only the aft
section survived an explosion. Two landing craft lie nearby. Cargo consists
of stee| drums.

Other wreckage that has been found in this ancharage inciudes:
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Pieces of Japanese aircraft east of Eten and west of Param, both islands having
had airstrips.

Emily Flying Boat. This huge plane sank south of Dublon Island. Local
tradition holds that the aircraft was returning to Truk from a military
conference at Palau with nigh-ranking officers on board. Attacked by American
fighters, it succeeded in making a crash landing in the lageoon. No date has
been ascribed to the incident.

Betty Bomber. This bomber crashed shart of the Eten runway. Although
damaged, the aircraft did not disintegrate.

Im addition to the wvessels that sank in the anchorages described above, other
wrecks have been found in Truk Lagoon:

Fujisan Mary. Tanker, 9,924 tons, 512 feet long. This ship attempted but
failed to flee Truk Lagoon on February 17. Mext day, she was again under
sfeam when sha was sunk in the chanmnel hetween Moen and Dublon.

Hartakawa Maru. Freighter, 4,793 tons, 368 feet long. This ship was sunk
near Tol Island. Because the wreck emits a skin-burning substance, it has
been declared off limits to wisiting divers.

Anpther ship believed to have been sunk in the lagoon has not yet baen
located, the destroyer Dite. Qite left Truk on January 15, 1944, en route to
Japan. On January 17, “she was ordered to return to Truk to escort any ships
that had left the lagoon. Finding none, Cite dashed through MNorith Pass and
sped toward Dublon. Attacked by torpedo planes, Qite broke in two and
quickly sank. Only a few survivors were rescued.

During the second carrier attack on Truk, April 30, 7944, two ships were sunk
whose |ocations have not yet been accounted foar: Sapporo Maru and Minsei
Maru.

The shipwrecks at Truk have been transformed into colorful undersea gardens,
Hard and soft corals, sponges, and algas of countless _varieties and coiars
adorn the wessels. Tropicai fish dazzie the beholder's eye.

The government of Truk has declared the underwater fleet in Truk Lagoon a
state historic monument. Visiting divers are reguired to be escorted by :
adthorized guides in an effort to reduce vandalism and theft af artifacis.

5. Philip Atan Rosenberg, Shipwrecks of Truk (n.p., 1981). This book
contains magnificent colar photographs of the ships, artifacts, and marine life.
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T_he_ar'ea recommended as a MNational Historic Landmark is all of Truk Lagoon
within the coral reef that surrounds it. 1t does not include the jslands within

the lagoon, some of which have been entered in the National Register of
Histaric Places.
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Statemeni ol Significance [in one paragraph)

Truk Lageon is one of the best anchorages in the worid. |t was an exceffent
and formidabie Japanese advanced naval base, if not as heavily defended as
Allied forces presumed. From July 1942 to February 1944, Japan's Combined
Fleet oparated aut aof Truk, extending its power into the Sgutheast and
Southern Pacific. The threat of an Amerfcan attack in earty February 1344
czused the Combined Fleet to withdraw from Truk, on February 10, never to
return. The WU.5. Mavy's carrier strike on February 17 and 18, 1944,
coordinated with an assault on Enewetak Atoll in the Marshall Islands, seriously
impaired Truk's air force, destroyed virtually all Japanese shipping in the
lagoer, and heavily damaged land installations. Truk was now virtually
defenseless and the United States decided an invasion was Jdnnecessary. The
successful attack allowed plans to be made to bypass Truk and to strike at
Japan's inner defenses in the Mariznas. The legend af Truk's invuinerability
hag been destroyed. American carrier strikes had matured into a fierce force;
and a pattern had been set for future Pacific carrier attacks. .

The Japanese at Truk, 1940(-1944

Japan's Fourth Fieet was organized i 1939, its mission being the protectian of
the mandated fsiands of Micronesia. Headguartered at Truk in 1940, the Fourth
Fleet established nawval base forces in the Caralines, Marianas, and Marshalls.
when Japan captured Wake Island in 1942, the Fourth Fiecet established a base
force there. At Truk, seaplane bases were developed on Dublon and Moen
isiands; land plane fields were constructed on Meen, Eten, and Param: and
naval facilities were established on Dublon and other isiands to replenish the
fleet at ancher. No major docking or drydocking facilities were constructed,
thus Truk was _not the Japanese Pear| Harbor that American intetligence
presumed it was. Supplies, petroleum prducts, and ammunition were lightered
from Cublon to ships anchaored in the lagoan.

In August 1942, adm. Isoroku Yamamoto, commander in chief of the Combined
Flaet (First, Second, and Third Fleets and the Sixth Submarine Fleet) arrive
at Truk, maintaining his headquarters on board the giamt battleship, Yamato.
When Admiral Yamamoto's plane was shot down near Rabaul om April 18, 1543,

T. The Japanes had a 2,500-ton floating drydock at Truk. It was capable of
taking waessels up to the size of a destroyer.

2. Yamato and her sister ship, Musashi, were armed with the world's largest
nawval guns, 18.1 inches in diameter. Yamato was so large, it was catled the
Yamato Hotel. See Hiroyuki Agawa, The Reluctant admiral {Tokyo: Kodansha,
1979), p. 326.
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by American aircraft in an ambush attack, he was replaced by Adm. Mineichi
koga, whase flagship at Truk was the mighty Musashi.

Although the I|mperial Navy established coastal and antiaircraft defenses at
Truk, ground defenses were not intensified until the arrival of the first
elements of éhe Army's Fifty-secand Division between November 1943 and
January 1944,

Ground defenses--air raid shelters, bombproof tunnels, and aiternate gun

emplacements--were not completed until August 1944, well after the United
States had decided to bypass Truk,

American Advances, 1944

In early February 1944, U.5. Marine and Army troops captured Kwajalein Atoll
in the Marshall Islands, 955 miles east of Truk, The battie for Kwajalein was
carried out so swiftly and successfully that Adm. Chester W. Nimitz,
Commander in Chief, Pacific, concluded t¢ speed up the Central Pacific
campaign. He directed the immediate invasion of Enewetak Atoll, also in the

. Marshails, which had criginally been set for May 1. Because Enewetak was onty
B70 miles from Japan's Gibralter of the Pacific, Truk, Nimitz decided that a
strong attack on Truk to neutralize Japanese forces there was a necessary
adjunct to the Enewetak assault, now scheduled far February 17, 1944,

American intelligence knew little about Truk except its alleged invulnerability.
On February 4, a U.S5. Marine Corps Catalina flew over the atoll on a
photographic mission. This recannaissance showed that a Japanese battleship
(Musashi}, two carriers, ten ctruisers, twenty destroyers, twelve submarines,
ard a large number of transports were in the tagoon. Japanese pilanes rase o
the attack, but the flying boat evaded interception and returned safety to base
with the important information. At Truk, the J!apanese correctiy judged this
overflight presaged an enemy attack. Admiral Koga ordered the fleet to weigh
anchoer. On February 10, led by Musashi, Jaspanese warships sailed for the
Western Pacific, never ito return to Truk. The battleship steamed toward
Japan. Other warships withdrew to the Palau Isiands and to the Philippines.
About forty wessels, some undergoing repair, others lgading or unloading
cargo, remained in the lagoon.

Before dawn on February 1?,4 Yice Adm. Raymond A. Spruance, an board
battieship New Jersey, sailed toward Truk. Under him, Rear Adm. Marc A.
Mitscher, Yorktown, commanded Task Farce 58, consisting of nine carriers, six

. 3. The balance of the division did not arrive at Truk until after the February
raid.

4. February 15th in Hawaii.
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battleships, cruisers, and destroyers. MNine patrol submarines accompanied the
foerce. Japanese search planes on the grevious days had failed to detect the
approaching fleet and an this morning the Japamese were unprepared for the
coming onsiaught. Mitscher's first objective was to gain air superiority, as the
Japanese had done on their surprise attack on Pearl Harbor. At sunrise, 72
American fighters from five fast carriers struck. Scme 90 Japanese palnes tock
to the zir but over thirty of them were shot down. The American Heilcats then
hit the airfields on Moen, Eten, and Param, destroying forty more planes.
Only four Hellcats failed to return to the carriers. MNext, Avenger torpedo
bombers hit the airstrips with fragmentation and incendiary bombs, again with
few casualties. Eten was particulariy easy pickings; aircraft were parked nose
to tail awaiting ferry pilols to fly them to forward areas.

Mitscher's aircraft, including torpedo planes, dive bembers, and escart fighters
next attacked enemy shipping. Although disappainted that the Japanese fiset
was no longer present, the American pilots made 30 separate attacks throughout
the day. They wiped out the few nawal ships in anchorage and most of the 30
or so merchant ships, for a tetal of 200,000 tons sunk. Meanwhile, Spruance's
surface ships cruised around the atell in pursuit of escaping Japanese ships.
By ewvening they had sunk a cruiser, destroyer, trawler, and ancther small
vessel,

During the night of February 17-18, a Japanese torpedo plane managed to
appreach carrier Intrepid and loosed a torpeda, striking the carrier on her
starboard guarter and causing casualties and damage. Intrepid limped from the
scene and eventually reached San Francisco for repairs. Also on that night,
Mitscher launched the first nighttime bombing attack in American carrier
cperationail  history. Guided by radar, the highly trained bomber crews
succeeded in making eleven direct hits on eremy vessels (and on two small
islets).

When carrier strikes resumed on the morning of February 18, not a single
Japanese plane rose in protest. The American plangs paid particular attention
this day to land installations, blasting airstrips and fuel and ammunition dumps.
At noon, Admiral Mitscher gave the order for retiremeni. The naval historian,
Samuel Eligt Morison, wrote that as a result of this attack, Truk's "usefulness
as & fleet anchorage and advanced nawval base was gone after 18 February 1944,
And the myth of Truk the impregnable was shattered. Mewer again did the
eight-rayed fl of Commander in Chief Combined Fleet meet the rising sum in
Truk Lagoon." Mot only did Truk's shipping lay at the bottom of the lagooen,
fess than 100 of Truk's 365 aircraft remained operational.

5. Samuel Eliot Marison, Aleutians, Gilberts, and Marshalls, June 1942-April
1944, History of United States MNawval Operations 0 World War 1, wol. 7
{Bostan: Little, Brown and Company, 19753), p. 331.
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Truk, 1944-1345

While the Japanese Navy never returned to Truk in force, for a time after the
February raids the defenses of the atoll continued to be improved. Additional
army troops arrived, underground defenses were constructed, mines were laid
in the passes to the lagoon, and antisubmarine nets were emplaced. All these
endeavors were for naught. On March 12, 1944, the Amercian Joint Chiefs of
Staff decided that because of the successful February attack, Truk need not be
invaded. They abandoned a plan that called for over five American divisipons to
be employed against the atall. On April 30 and May 1, a second American fast
| carrier task force hit Truk. Of the 102 operational Japanese aircraft at the
i beginning of the attack, twelve survived. The few ships at anchor were

destroyed. Land installations, the major objective of the strike, wera battered.

Beginning in March 1244, the Sewventh and Thirteenth Army Air Forces! B-24
i bombers, based in newly won Kawjalein and Enewetak and in the South Pacific,
' began a series of raids on Truk, their primary objective being to keep the
i airfields inoperable, especially during the American campaign in the Marianas in
| the summer of 1944, When the Marianas were taken, huge airfields were
i canstructed on Saipan, Tinian, and Guam for the B8-2% Superforiress bomber.
: . Before these planes were preparsd to form the vast armadas for the long-range
| bombing of Japan, the air crews required further training to refine their
i techniques. Truk was selected as one of the targets far these training
| missions, Until the end of World war I, fresh B-29 air crews made routine
1 missions aver Truk. There was little of significance to bomb.

; The surviving Japanese forces at Truk, starved for food and medical attention,
i formally surrendered aboard a United S5tates destroyer on September 2, 1945,

Taday, the "underwater fleet" at Truk, festoored with an infinite variety of
marine life and containing the hongored remains of Japanese warriors, is one of
, the world's underwater wondars,
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1. Name
mstore  Landing Beaches, Asiito/isley Field, and Marpi Point, Saipan Isltand S -
and or common Saipan International Airport and Beaches, Saipan

2. Location

street & number

not for publication

city. town X _ wicinity ot Chalan Kanoa
state Saipan code 6o county Marianz islands code 019
- - -
3. Classtfication
Category Dwnership Status Present Use
diginict _X public X occupied .__ agriculture . muSaum
buildingis) _— . private unoccupied A commercial x park
__ structure . both WQrk IN progress educational private residence
X site Public Acquizition Accessible entertainmeant . religious
ob|ect - iNproCRSS —— yes:resiicted .. goverament - sciemific
.. .. being considered X yES: unrestricted — —. industrial X transporation
. g military — other:
4. Owner of Property
rame  Government of the Commonweaith of Norgharm Mariana lsfands _ e
street & number o N o S
city. town Saipan -~ wiginity ot stale Mariana Islands

5. Location of Legal Description

Government of the Commanwezlth of Marthern Mariana |slands

counhouse, regisiry of deeds._ els

street & number

city, town Saipan state  Mariana [slands

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titie Isley Field has this property been determined eliginie? X yes .. no

X federal . siate | county . . local

depository for survey records National Register of Historic Places

city, lawn Washington

stete _D.C..




7. Elesc'riptiion

‘ Condilion Check ons Check one
exceilent ___deteriorated  _ _ unaltered X original site
. good .. TUing _X_ altered .. moved  date L
" fair —— unexpased

Dwuscribe the pressnt and original (if known] physical appearance

The HNational Histeric Landmark recommendation for Saipan Island consists of
three separate geographical areas that are closely united in terms of their World
War k|l history: the landing beaches, isley Field, and Marpi Poinl.

General

The Marianas are a chain of fifteen -wolcanic, coral-reefed istands aligned
roughly in a north-south axis In the western Pacific Ocean. The United States
seized Guam, the largest and most southern of the isfands, from Spaim in 1898,
The remaining islands, occupied in turn by Spain, Germany, and Japan, are
known as the Northern Marianas and have recently elected to become a
commonwealth with close ties to the United States. Of these, Saipan is lhe

largest and most populous. It lies about 100 miles north of Guam, is 1,260
miles south of Tokyo, 1,300 miles east of Manila, and 3,200 miles west af Pearl
Harbor.

Mear the center of the isiand, Saipan's highest elevation, Okso Takpochao
{Mount Tapotchaw in 1944) rises to 1,348 feet. Stretching morth from it is a
long, broken ridge ending in a steep cliff, Laderan Banaderu (Suicide Ciff).
Marth of the cliff is a low, level stretch of fand mamed Banaderu {Marpi Point

. in 1944). The southern end of the island is dominated by a promontory, !
Maftan {Mount Nafulan in 1944). The land between Naftan and Takpochao is
relatively level and here the Japrnaese built an excellent airfield, Aslitc. The
Americans reconstructed and enlarged this field for B-29 bombers, eventually
renaming it isiey Field. Teoday, the same area iz modern Saipan International
Alrport.

Most of the Chamorre population lives along the west coast of Saipan, the
principal communities being Chalan Kanoa, San Antonic, Susupi, 3an Jose, and
Garapan. Garapan, the tormer Japanese capital, ‘is ariented toward tourism,
with most visilers coming from Japan. Puntan Muchot {Mucho Peint in 19447 in
Garapan has been set aside as American Merrorial Park and is administered by
the (U.5.) National Park Service. North of Garapan is Tanapag Harbor, the
island's principal port, which was rebuilt and expanded by the U.5. Mavy in
1944 and 1945. Also near Garapan is the administrative headquarters of the
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands (TTPI), administered by the United
States under a trust from the United MNaticns. Saipan is both a municipality in
and the capital of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana |stands {CHNMI ).
Government offices, the governor's office, the courts, and the legisiature are
concentrated in Chalar Kanca and neighboring Susupi.

Imwvasion Beaches

southwestern shores of Saipan along a line about 7,600 wards in length,

2n Jdurne 15, 1944, United States Marines stormed ashore on the relatively level
. exlending from near Puntan Agingan in the south to above today's San Jose.
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These beaches are protected by barrier reefs which create wide |agoons,
Lagunan Chalan Kamoa and Lagunan SGarapan, between the ocean depths and
land. These wide stretches of shallow water made an amphibious landing both
difficult and Jdangerous. While this waler area has not been examined for worid
War II artifacts, one can gbserve two U.5. medium tanks standing motionless a
short distance out. The narrow sandy beach itself is public domain, as is a
fair portion of the strip of land of varying width Ilying tetween the beaches and
the main north-south highway {Beach Read). Toward the nerth, this strip of
land is undeveloped and is landscaped with grass and paim trees as far south
as San Jose. At that town, a few struclures have appeared on the western
side of the highway. Between LSan Jose and Susupi, Livic Center Fark lies
between Lhe highway and the beach. The land in frant of Susupt and Chatan
Kaneca Iis considerably develaped, there being the legistative bhuildings, two
resgrt hotels, and numerous cther structures. Cne of the hotels is on Puntan
Susupi {Afetna Point in 19443, This point marked the boundary between the
Second and Fourth Marime Divisions who landed on either side of it. The point
itself was heavily defended by the Japanese.

Immediately below Chalan Kanoa is the Admiral H. G, Hepgood Junior High
School. South of the school is a U.5. Cgast Guard Station, an Puntan Afetna
{unnamed in 1944%. This p,Pir\t marked the southern end of the beaches on
which the Marines landed. Between the station and FPuntan Agingan,
relatively little development has occocurred. Along the beaches, particularty in
the stretch north of Puntan Susupi, a few Japanese, reinforced-concrete
pillboxes remain. A Japanesa light tank has been placed on gne of these, thus
creating a monument.

South of the landing beaches Is a rocky promantory, Puntan Agingan {Agingan
Point in 1944), peinting toward Tinian Island three miles away. The Japanese
were constructing a reinforced-concrete, B-inch gun battery here at the time of
the American inwvasion., The two British, Whitwarth Armstrong guns, model
1900, had already been mounted, but only one casemate had been completed.
Both weapons had begn damaged by naval bombardmenl. The guns are gone,
but a steel pedestal remains as dpes the battered casemate. The general area
is unkempt and until recently was a trash dump. HNearby, is a Japanese pillbox
built into the edge of the cliff. Aiso, a small but sturdy concrete platform

stands at the tip of the paint. Its function has not been determined. MNo trace
remains of Japanese machine guns and anti-boat guns that were positioned on
the point. Agingan s public domain land. it 1= recommended that the

following areas be included in a national historic landmark commemorating the
American landings on Saipan on Jurne 15, 1544:

1. It should be naoted that today's Puntan Afetna is not the Afetna Point of
1944,
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The waters between the coral reefs and the land, including Lagunan
Chalarn Kaneca and tagunan Garapan, from a paoint 4,000 feet narth of the
junction of Beach Read and Wallace Highway {where an unnamed road joins
Beach Road from the east near Bench Mark 3.8), south to where the reef
joins to Puntan Agingan.

The nearby unbroken sandy beach between the above two mentioned
places.

The strip of land between Beach Road and the beszch from the above
mentiened northern peint south to the junction of Beach Road and Wallace
Highway .

The strip of tand west of Beach Road that is designated as Civic Center
Fark.

And a strip of land west of Beach Road, south of the U.S. Cpast Guard
Station, continuing south to and including Puntan Agingan.

Aslito/Isley Field

Japan began construction of Asiito Field, its principal air base in the Marianas,
in 1934. Captured by U.S. forces early in the battle, a considerable number of
concrete structures survived the fighting, although battle damaged. In the
general wvicinity of today's air terminal are the air operations buiiding, two
power plants, four gascline storage buildings, fourteen standard air raid
shetters, an aerial bomb magazine, a partly underground structure for gasoline
storage tanks, and warious structural ruins.  The air operations building,
similar to structures on Tinian and Rei islands, has been fully restored and is
occupiad by a tourist bureau. The other structures are abandoned.

Navy Secabees repaired Aslite Field socon after its capture for use by fighter
plangs. Then, Army engineers swiftly expanded the field into a large aiEbase
for the mighty B-29 bomber. Ewventually, the base was named Isley Field. of
the two 8,500-foot, parallel runways, the southern one has been modernized to
carry today's commercial jet plames. The northerm runway has been maintained
in part for emergency occasions. The nearly seven miles of B-?9 taxiways and

2. U.5. Army troops captured the field and the Army officially named it in
honer of Cel. Gardiner J. Conroy, USA, killed in action in the Gilbert islands
im 1943, Later, the airfield was renamed in honor of Comdr. Robert H. Isgly,
USN, who had been shot down over Saipan. It was soon discovered that Isely's
name had been misspelled, but the official spelling was retained as l1sley.
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owver 100 out of 1871 hardstands {parking areas} around the runways may he
traced in part, although the area is covered with the ubfquitous tangantangan
that was aerial seeded on war-ravaged 5aipan. In total, Isley Field had about
ten million square feel of pavement.

The large administrative area of the Sewventy-third Bombardment Wing,
stratching alang the sauth side of the field on the Jpyan coast {Obyan in 1944}
on southern 3aipan, is also densely coverad with tangantangan. Hecently, local
citizens have cleared an interpretive trail through a portion of this area,
leading past concrele pads of gquonset huts, wartime rock-bordered walks,
exptic shrubs and trees brought in by airmen, and other westiges of 1944-1945,
AL one point aleng the chiffs of Qpyan is a secluded beach of white sand, Unai
feo or, popularly, Ladder Beach. Here, off-duty airmen relaxed in the Pacific
sun, and the beach remains popufar with today's citizens. Mot far away at
anocther accessible beach, Unai Opyan (code-named Beach White 2 in 1944), is a
large, circular, reinfarced-concrete Japanese blockhouse {one of three extant
on Saipan). Although American intelligence concluded that its design was
German-inspired, the fortification is most likely inherently Japanese. It has
four embrasures spaced at sixty degrees, each having a sixty-degree angle of
fire. Thus, its four cannen could cover the beach in either direction as well
as the ocean. A low, now-roofless, steel turret protrudes from its roof for
observation purposes. This solid structure is in relatively good condition,
although an interior magazine has been remaved, or was never built., The
bleckhouse serves as a dramatic reminder of Japanese defenses.

Southwest of isiey Field, the Unrnited States constructed a third, but sfightiy
shorter runway, complete with taxiways amd 7% hardstands. Christened Kobler
Field, it served primarily army and nawvy air transports. On OCCaSICH, carrier
aircraft lock refresher training at Kobler and overflow B-23s from Isley parked
there. The field has lost the greater part of its integrity, having become the

site of a large-scale, low-income housing development. (One row of houses
marches siraight down the runway, providing the occupants with asphalt
tawns, )

Recammended as part of a4 national historic landmark is the general area
formerly known as Aslito Field and isiey Field Lo inciude: the site of the two
B-29 runways, taxiways, and hardstands; the site aof the Sewventy-third
Bombardment Wing's administrative area; the Japanese blackhouse on the beach
at. Unai QOpyan; and the concrete Japanese structures associated with Aslito
Field. Exempted are the madern air terminal, its wehicle parking lot, ang its
cencrete aircraft parking area in front.

Marpi Point

The area that the Americans called Marpi Point at the north end of Saipan has
several official names today. The great cliff where unknown thousands of
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Japanese civilians and military committed suicide in 1944, popularly known as
suicide Cliff, is officially named Laderan Banaderu. The level land north of il
an which the Japanese had begun construction of an air figld and where the
American Mavy coenstructed Marpi Field for training aircraft carrier groups, is
naw called Banaderu. Banzai Cliff, where more Japanese ended their lives by
leaping into the ocean, sti!i goes by that name.

Little remains of the U.5. MNavy airfield, which had two runways, 3,900 feet
and 3,500 feet in length. OFf nearly three miles of aspbalted taxiway, only a
few hundred yards are extant. The rest of the area it smolhered in
tangantangan. Arcund the base of Suicide CIliff and on the top are sewveral
elaborate memorials to the great tragedy that occurred in the last days of the
battle. Al the base of the cliff, three large, impressive memorials are
dedicated respectively lo Okinawans, Koreans, and Japanese. A peace memorial
stands on tep, 770 feet above low ground. Yet another, simpler memorial has
been erected at Banzai CIliff. At thea northwest base of Suicide CIliff is a
Japanese fortification composed partly of a natural cave and partly of poured
concrete. Easily accessible, this rather impressive work s heavily visited and
is= known popularly, but erroneousty, as the "Last Command Post." Adjacent Lo
this stronghatd, z cellection of Japanese artillery, a tank, and glher military
artifacts have been assembled for public display.

an additiomal feature at Marpi is an gutstanding example af a Japanese coastal
pillbox constructed with loccal caral rock and concrete. It is built into the
rugged coral-limestone cliff on the west side of Puntan Laggua. This perfectly
camouffaged (by its own nature) pilibox commanded the entire northern coast of
Saipan.

Recommend as part of a natienal historic fandmark on Saipan, with emphasis on
its tragic history, is the general area of Marpi Point to include Suicide CIiff,
Bangzai CIiff, the airfield, and the two Japanese fortified waorks.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significancae—Check and justify below .
pretustaric . . archeology-prehistoric . community planming .. landscape architecture | religion
14001399 - . archegiggy-histonic .. conservation . law sClence

. 1500=1599 . . Agriculture . BCONOMIcS . lrerature sculplure
1600-16599 ._ architecture . educatian .. military social
1701799 . .oan engineening music Aumanitarian

. 1800-1899 . COmMmMerce sxplorauon setflement . . philosophy .. theater

- .. 1900- communicatians ingustry . palitics government  _ _ {ransporiation

invention - other (specity)

Spucific dates Builder Architect

Stateameant of Signilicance [in one paragraph}

Capture of the Mariana Islands by United States forces was wital to the plan of
massive strategic bombing raids on Japan's industries and ports by the new
very-long-range 8-29 bombers from bases within range of Japan. Saipan,
being in the center of the Marianas and regarded as a principal military base,
was selected as the first Mariana target. The capture of the island by U.5.
Marine and Army divisions meant a breach of Japan's inner defense ling,
opernting the way to the Home Islapds. A Japanese nawval afficer said, "Our war
was 05t with the Igss of Saipan.™ The large fand mass of Saipan, as compared
to earlier Central Pacifie battles on coral islands, combined with dense
vegetation, mountains, and caves, caused fthe American forces o emplay
different tactics o advance and take terrain. Japan learned an important
lesson from its defeat; its forces would arganize in depth in future combat, a
reality Americans met with in the battles far Peleliu, lwg Jima, and Okinawa.
The loss of Saipan forced the resignation of Premier Hideki Tajo and the entire
Japanese cabinet. Fimally, less than five months after its capture, MNovember
24, 1944, 111 B-2Ys departed Saipan to carry out their first massive raid on
Tokyo,

American Prepairations

Following the capture of Kwajalein and Enewetak atalls, the United States Joint
Chiefs of 5taff decided that the next adwvance of Adm. Chester W. Nimitz's
Central Pacific forces would be against the Mariana (siands, Saipan was
selerted as the first objective and the invasion date was set for June 13, 1944,
Under Admiral Mimitz at Pear! Harbor, Adm. Raymond A. Spruance, in command
af the Fifth Fleet, led Cperation “Forager." Vice Adm. Richmond K. Turner
took charge of both the Joint Expeditionary Force {(Task Force 31) and, under
it, the Northern Attack Force, which was to assault both Saipan and Tinian,
Feisly Lt. Gen. Helland M. Smith, USMC, "the father of amphibious warfare,"
was the commanding general of Expeditionary Troops and Northern Troops and
Landing Feorce (NTLF). For the invasion of Saipan, Smith had three infantry
divisions: Second Marine Division, Maj. Gen. Thamas E. Watson; Fourth Marire
Division, Maj. Gen. Harry Schmidt; and Twenty-seven infantry Division as a
reserve, Maj. Gen. Ralph €. 35Smilth, USA. The Marine divisions were
experienced in Pacific warfare, one or the other having fought at Guadaicanal,

1. Henry |. Shaw, Jr., Bernard C. MNalty, and Edwin T. Turnbiadh, Central
Facific Drive, History of U.5. Marine Corps Qperations in World war 11, vol. 32
{¥ashington: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1966), p. 346, quoting Vice
Adm. Shigeyvoshi Miwa,
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Tarawa, and Kwajalein. Only six of the Twenty-seventh's nine infantry
battalions had been in cambat, four in the Githerl (slands, two al Enewstak.
The three divisions trained in amphibious landings in Hawaii: then, the
¥1,000-man ground force staged through the Marshalis and adwvanced toward
Saipan.

Japanese Defenses

Between the attack on PFearl Harbor and early 1934, the Japanese considered
Saipan to be a rear area and did little to prepare for its defense. When the
United 5tates captured HKwajalein and Enewetak atolis in February 1944, Japan
rushed to bolster defemses on Saipan. By June, army strength amounted to
25%,470; nawval forces had increased to 5,160, Mo umnified command existed. The
senior naval officer was Vice Adm. Chiuchi Magumo, commanding the Centeal
Pacific Area Fleet. Admiral Nagume had led the attack on Pearl Harbor and had
beert defeated in the Battle of Midway. LL. Gen. Hideyoshi Obata had his
Thirty=first Army headguarters on Saipan. He, however, was trapped on Guam
when the invasion came, and Lt. Gen. Yaoshitsugu Saito, commanding the

. Forty-third Diwvision, took tactical control of the isiand. Other army units
included the 47th Independent Mixed Brigade, 3d Independent Hountain
Artiflery Regiment, 9th Tank Regiment, and 25th Antiaircraft  Artillery
Regiment. Naval forces were composed principally of the 5th Special Base
Forge, 35th Naval Guard Force, and st Special Maval Landing Force.

Oue Lo the effectiveness of American submarineg actions, the Japanese on Saipan
suffered from a shortage of armament and fortification construction materials.
Monetheless, Lhey struggled agsinst time to effect defenses, still placing
emphasis an defending the beaches even though Saipan's topography was much
differenl than the coral islands of earlier battles. A letter from Saipan in May
1944 stated 1that the distribution of men and weapons was completed but
fortifications could not, be strengthened because of the shortages, "The
situation is unbearable."

American Offensive

Im February 1944, Vice Adm. Marc A. Mitscher had led his Fast Carrier Task
force on a two-day raid on Saipan and the other Marianas. Beginning June 11,
Mitscher's Task Force 58 {seven fast carriers, eight light carriers, and seven
fast battleships) returmed to the Marianas and commenced aerfal and surface

. 2. Translations of Captured Japanese Documents on Japanese Defense Plam,
Saipan. U.S. Marine Corps Records, World War 1. Washingilon Naticnal
Records Center, Suitland, MD, hereinafter cited as WHNRC.
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' bombardments.  On June 14, seven old battleships, highly trained in shore
bombardment, joined the attack. Mawval underwater demolition {gams
reconncitered the landing beaches, Landing ships bearing the Second and
Fourth Marine Divisions slowly approached Saipan from the east.

IMvasian

At 5:30 a.m., Jurne 13, an intense naval bombardment commenced against

Saipan's  southwesternt beaches, while Marines carried out a diversicnary

demonstration farther north, off Garapan. Carrier planes began a thirty-minule

strike at 7:00 a.m. Almost  three miles offshore, landing ships started

disgorging mare than 730 amphibian tractors and tanks. Farther out, other

vessels |caded with artillery and tanks stood by, Larger Iroop transparts

, carrying reserve troops and heavy equipment swung at anchor ten miles to sea,

; on the horizon. The line of departure, 4,250 yards offshore, was marked by

| naval craft flying flags that displayed the colors and numbers af lhe landing

i beaches. Shortly after 2:00 a.m., gunboats began firing their automalic

weapons and rockets. Soon, the first wave of amphibian wehicies crossed the

. line. When the lead wvehicles came within 300 wards of the beaches, naval

gunfire ceased, except against Afetna Point {Puntan Susupi) which lay between

- the divisions' beachess. At that moment, 72 carrier planes made a last-minute
' strafing run.

_ North of Afetna Point, the Second Marine Division landed with four battalions
' abreast: 6Gth Marines cn Beaches Red, and 8th Marines on Beaches Green.
Sauth of the peint, the Fourith Marine Divisien's 23d Marines landed on Beaches
Bfue, and the 25th Marines assaulted Beaches Yellow. when the first waves
trossed the reet and started across the lagoons, the lapanese gpened up with
welf-directed machine gun, mortar, and artillery fire. In the Second Division's
secltor, some battalions got off course in the confusion and landed farther north
than planned. Afl touched land between 3:40 and 8:43 a.m., with only sewven
vehicles knocked out of action. The Fourth Division's leading elements reached
the southern beaches at the same time, with 3 loss of threa Llanks and two troop
lractors. Critics of the [andings hawve noted two factors that caused the scheme
ta be judged fess than perfect. Because etements of the Second Divisicn had
drifted northward, a serious gap developed between the divisions, a situation
that centinued faor three days. Also, the plan for the amphibian tanks to dash
immediately inland and to deploy and protect the troops following in their
tractors failed. Manmy of the tanks stopped on the beaches, their drivers
refusing orders 1o move ifnland. Other tanks, underpowered and lacking
sufficient armor and armament, floundered aboul or bogged down. Internse
enemy fire and confusion on the beaches added to the failure to break through

. 10 objectives.



NPS Form 10:000-8 N M. U124 -0019

3. ] Eup. Wr3i-B4
United States Department of the (nterior T O
Mational Park Service "fﬂ;m-w*‘ !
National Register of Historic Places Mfved
Inventory—Nomination Form ﬁ-ﬂ-w
Continuation sheat Rem pumber B, Significance Page 4

The amphibian tanks on the Fourth Division's left flank had more success than
most. They mowved through the ruins of Chalan Kanpa with surprising ease and
half of them reached their objective, Fina Susu (Fina Sisu) Ridge, 2,000 vards
tnland, by mid-morning. Farther s$outh, almost no progress was made on
Beaches Yellow, Fierce fighting otcurred in this area and, one hour after
landing, Marine infantry on Beach Yellow 1 had been able to push inland anly
twelve wards. Pillboxes and artillery on Agingan Peoint delivered heawvy fire on
the 25th Marines, farcing them to dig in for the night with their right flank
exposed.

The Seccnd Division's confused landing created its own problems. On Beach
Green 1, two battalions of the &th Marines tried to land at the same Lime,
creating mix-ups and congestion. The &6th Marines landed 400 yards farther
north than their assigned beasches thus crealing a sericus gap between
themselves and the &th to their right. By noon, the 6th had 35 percent
casuallies. 1t succeeded, howewver, in knocking out a small Japanese
counterattack force of three tanks. The right flank of the 8th Marines had the
unenwviable task of attacking scuth along the beach toward the antiboal weapons
on Afetna Point which guarded the one channel through the reef to Chalan
kKanoa. Progress against the numercous pillboxes was slow. By nightfall on
D-Day the Second Marine Division had suffered over 1,300 casualties.

On the whole, however, the landing was a success. By nightfall the Marines
had established a beachhead 10,000 yards long and, in places, 1,000 yards
deep. Artillery and tanks bad come ashore and division command posts had
been  established. The mast sericus problems for  the morrow  wers
lapanese-held Afetna Foint hetween the divisions, Agingan Point on the Fourth
Division's right, and Japanese artillery sited on the Second Oivision's left
flank. Wwhile the most critical stage of the landing was past, ng one was
prepared ta say the beachhead was secured.

During the night the most serious Japanese counteratiack hit the extreme left
fnorth) flank of the &th Marines when thrae sgparate attempts were made by
infantry and tanks crashing down the coastal road from Garapan. All were
repulsed and about 700 Japanese were kilted.

June 16 brought welcomed successes when the 8th Marines took Afetna Foint.
In the south, the 253th Marines finalty captured Agingan Paint, along with five
machine guns and two mountain guns., By ewvening, the Fgurth Division was
established on Fina Susu Ridge. That night, General Saito ordered ancther
counterattack. It too failed and 24 cut of 37 Japanese tanks weres destrayed,
Also on June 16, admiral Spruance learned that a Japanese task farce was
steaming from the Philippines to do battie with the Fifth Flaet.
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Aslito Field

Among the many changes of plans cgused by the Japanese fleet's movement were
arders to Maj. Gen. Ralph Smith to land two of his reserve regiments, the
163th and 105th. The 185th came ashore during the night of June 16-17 and,
with orders to capture Aslito Field at 7:30 a.m., relieved the 25th Marines in
the south. Attacking across cane fields toward a ridge that commanded the
western approaches to the airfield, the 163th made good progress until it

reached the strongly defended ridge. There, the Japansse forced the
regiment's right wing back practically to its starting point. The battalion eon
the left had betler success. In mid-afternocon, patroels reached the west and

sqguth sides of the airfield and made contact with the 25th Marines to the north,
This same day, lhe Army's 105th Regiment janded, but without much of its
equipment. The transports had been ordered east because of the advance of
the Japanese fleet. The 105th's wassel did nat return to Saipan until June 25,

The two Marine divisions made satisfactory progress on the 17th, but nightfali
found a worrtsome &00-yard gap belween them, caused primarily by the
sniper-infested swamp that surrounded Lake Susupe {(Hagoi Susupi).  Also on
the 17th, Lt. Gen. Holland Smith established his NTLF coemmand posl in Chalan
Kanca.

O June 13, the 165th Regiment completed the capture of Aslito Field against
atmopst no  opposition, as welt as  taking yesterday's difficult ridge to the
southwest. Wwhen Maj. Gen. Ralph Smith arrived at the command post that
afterncon, the airfield was officially named Conroy Field in honor of the 185th
commander, Coj Gardiner J. Conroy, who had been killed on Makin in
November 1943,

In the Fourth Marine Division's area, the 25th Marines cut across Saipan and
easily gained the beaches of Magicienne Bay {Bahia Laoclao}, where it was soon
joined by the 24th Marines. The division's 23d Marines, an the left, ran into
the heaviest gppositiecn of the day, making slight progress. The Second
Division remained almost statiorary during Jurne 18, owing to the 23d's
difficulties on the right. That night, General Saite ordered his forces to
withdraw to a new line of defense extending from Garaparn in the northwest and
running past the southern siaopes of Mount Tapotchau {Okso Takpochao) to
Magicienne Bay.

3. 't haz not been determined whe changed the name to lsley Field nor when
the change took place,
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Battle of Philippine Sea

when the Americans invaded Saipan on June 15, a large Japanese fleet under
Vice Adm. Jisaburo QOzawa moved toward the Philipping Sea west of the Marianas
to activate Operation A-Go, a plan to destroy the U.5. Pacific Fleet wherever il
appeared with one blow. On June 16, Admiral Spruance decided ta pastpone
the assault on Guam, which had been set for June 18, and to detach part of
the fleet supporting the invasion of Saipan to augment Admiral Mitscher's Fast
Carrier Task Force (TF-58}. By evening on July 18, Gzawa's search planes
had located Mitscher's force, but the American admiral was still in the dark
with regard to the Japanese., At 5:30 a.m., Jurne 19, an American Hellcat
spotted two Japanese planes near the fleet and shot one down. The battle had
begun. Between 10:00 a.m. and 2:50 p.m.,, admiral Qzawa's carrier planes
carriead out four massive raids against American ships. Mot pne succeeded in
inflicting serious damage on Mitscher's ships. By dark, 375 Japanese planes
had beern shot down; the Great Marianas Turkey Shont had ended.

Meanwhile, American submarines Albacore and Cavalla put torpedoes into
Japanese carriers Shokasku amd Taiho, the latter being Japan's newest and
largest carrier. Both expiloded and sank during the afternocon.

Mot wuntil the aftermoon of June 20 did planes from Task Force 58 finally spot
the Japanese ships. Admirai Mitscher decided te attack, knowing that his
planes would hawve to return to the carriers aftar dark. The attack commenced
just before sunset. When darkness fell, Americans claimed one more Japanese
carrier, Hiya, and destroyed two-thirds of Orawa's remaining aircraft while
losing only twenty of their own. The planes returned to their carriers in total
darkress. Admiral Mitscher, throwing caution overboard, ordered carrier lights
turned on. Many planes crashed on deck or ditched in the ocean, but the
recavery rate was remarkable--only 49 men were lost.  While most of the
Japanese task farce escaped, the Philippine S#a was made safe for the conguest
af Szipan and Tinian and the liberation of Guam. Japanese land forces on thaose
islands had ne hepe of being reinforced.

Saipan Captured

Having cut the island in two, American forces now faced tne main Japanese
defenstve line i the north and a smail body of the enemy on Nafutan Ridge in
the south. Gen. Ralph Smith's army troops began the reduction of the
southern Japanese positions. The infantry battalions made only smali advances
on June 20 and even [ess on the following day. Marine Gen. Halland Smith
decided on June 21 that the Twenty-seventh Division was needed in the north
ggainst the principal Japanese defense. He ordered the division to move north,
leaving one infantry battalion and a platoon of light tanks to finish off Nafutan
Peninsula. During the next several days the battalion struggled forward but
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made only small gains. Then, on the night of June 26-27, about 500 Japanese
troops slipped through the American lines, using the password, "Shichi Sei
Hokoku," or "Sewven lives for one's country." Hacing north, the Japanese hit
the airfield with small arms fire, destroying a fighter plane and damaging two
others. They then dashed toward their (former} headquarters on Hill 300.
There, they unexpectedly encountered U.S5. Marines who wiped out the
maraudars. Marine Gen. Holland Smith was more than disappointed with the
Army's performance.

Meanwhile, the Second and Fourth Marine Divisions began tne assault on
General Saitg's new defense line. On June 23, the Army division was inserted
in the centar of Lhe corps against the objectives known as Death Valley and
Purple Heart Ridge. For two days the Twenly-seventh was frustrated by the

rugged terrain armd a siubborn ememy.  [ts failure to adwvance angered Marine
General Smith who religved Army General Smith on June 24, causing an yproar
that reached back to the Penlagon and lived on until after World War I1. The

dispirted sofdiers of the Tweniy-seventh carried on. C:g'l June 28, the division
received a new commander, Maj. Gen. George W. Grinep,

By the end of June, the Second Marine Division, after sewveral days of hard
combal, had captured the peak of Mount Tapolchau and a partlicularly stubbarn
hail, Tips Pale {(Tipo Poli) and stood on the ocutskirts of Garapan. 5Since
D-Day, the divisian had suffered 4,488 casualties, The Twenty-sevenlh
Qivision in the center finally broke through Death Valley and came abreast of
two Marine divisions on its flanks. its casualties since landing amounted to
1,836. On the right, the Fourth Divisien consclidated its considerable gains,
having swept through the plains af Kagman Peninsuia.

4, As a result of this incident, Marine General Smith was promoted to
command the rnew Flestl Marine Force, Pacific. Newver again was he in direct
command of combat troops. Army General 5mith was transferred to the

Eurapean Thaater.

9. The bitterness between the Marines and soldiers may be exemplified by
events in Death Yalley. The 186th Infantry Regiment's operational reports ars
filed with messages from the 8th Marines that the Army's supporting artitlery
fire was falling on the Marines. In contrast, when the Army complained that
Marine fire was hitting its men, a Marine celonel is said to have retorted,
"goddam wou, in aerder to shoot at you, |'d have to reverse every weapon 130
degrees, and wou'd still be out of range." 106tk Infantry Regiment,
"Operations Reports," June 26 and 27, 1944, Record Group 407, WNRC; Allan
R. Miilett, Semper Fidelis, The History of the United Stales Marine Corps {New
Yaork: Macmillan Co., 1980), p. 414,
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in tis cave headguarters in a ravine east of Makunsha (San Rogue), General
Saite held a conferernce with Admiral Nagumo and issued orders for a final
banzai attack on e enemy for July 7. The tired and wounded general then
committed suwicide. Before sunrise, July 7, 3,000 Japanese soldiers poured
down the Tanapsg plain from Makunsha and fell upon the 103th  Infantry
Regiment., A wild fury of hand-to-hand fighting took place as the Japanese
pushed on south to assault artillery pasitions of the 10th Marines. Expending
its strength, the asttack exhausted itself. A counterattack saon recovered fost

graund. In those few hours, the 105th Regiment, whose e=arlier performance
had irked Gen. Haolland Smith, suffered almost 1,000 casualties. HNo Japanese
survived.

i The Faurth Marine Division took owver the entire fromt nerth of Makunsha and
| advanced toward Marpi Point, After a stff fighl, they captured "Prudential
, HillY  which owveriocked Karaberra Pass. By the aftermcon of July 9, the
. Marines stood on the rmorthern cliffs and Saipan was declared secured.

Suicide Cliff and Banzal CIiff
|
. The Marines' triumph was tempered by a tragedy unlolding on northern Saipan.
Hundreds, perhaps thousands, of terrified Japanese civilians committed suicide
- by leaping from Suicide CHff {(Mount Marpi or Laderan Banaderu} and from
Banzai CIliff overlooking the rocks and angry surf below. Some families carried
their children to their deaths:

In spite of continuous American efforts to induce both military and
civifian survivors 1o give themselves up, the traditional Japanese code
of death befere surrender prevailed in most cases. Shortby after the
declaraticn that the island was secured, hundreds of civittans leapt
From the cliffs of Marpi Point to the knifelike rocks below. At times
the waters below the point were s¢ thick with the fleating bodies of
men, women, and children that nava{] small crafl were unable to steer
a course withaut running owver them.

| 6. The location of Admiral Magumo's 1ast headquarlers is unknown. General

i Saite's cave has beer identified. His remains were cremated by his staff,

' Later, when the ashes were identified, U.5. forces gave the late genaral a
farmal military burial.

. 7. Philip A. Crowl, Campaign in the Marianas, United States Army in World
War |l (Washingtont (.5, Gowvernment Printing Office, 19603, pp. 264-265.
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: The number of these tragic deaths cannot be determined with accuracy. The
lwo sites remain as hallowed ground, marked with impcsigg memorials dedicated
to the dead of Japan, COkinawa, and Korea, and to peace.

|stey Field

On June 22, whife fighting raged eisewhere on Saipan, the first P-47 fighters
of the Sewventh Air Force set down on the former Asiito Field. Two additionai
squadrans and some P-51 Black Widow night fighters wers scon an the island,
completing the formation of the 318tk Fighter Group. For the first time ‘n the
Pacific war, Maj. Gen. willis Hale's Sewventh Air Force had the mission of
providing close support to ground troops. A Japanese soldier recorded his
anguish an seeing the American planes over S5aipan, "The enemy planes are
taking off fr%m ASLITO airfield, flying freely in the air; it's maddening to see
them flying."

ln late July the airfield was sufficiently expanded to allow B-25 medium bombers

| to begin operatipns against Tinian and Guam. They were reinforced by the

. arrival aof the B-24 heavy bombers of the 30th Bembardment Group. The 20th

Group marntained its headquarters at the field, mnow renamed Isley, until iate

MNowve r. when it moved next door to Kobler Field te make room for B-29s at

Is5ley, Bombing raids were carried ouf over lwe Jima and Chichi Jima north
of Saipan and Truk and Yap to the south.

Un Nevember 2, the first Japanese air raid on lsley Field occurred when nine
gircraft from |wo Jima caused minor damage. Addilional nuisance raids were
carried out during the manth until, on November 27, fifteen Japanese planes
attacked, destroying three B-28s and damaging three others. By the time of

8. The pre-invasion civilian population of Saipan was estimated ta have been
between 24,800 and 30,000. in August 1944, 13,290 had been placed in camps.
Almaost half of them were children. Civil Affairs Officer to Commanding

General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, September 22, 1944, U.5. Marine Corps
World War | Records, WNRC.

9, Japanese soldier's diary, Report on Japanese Defenze Plan, Saipan,
Translations of Captured Japanese Documents, U.5. Marine Corps, World War |
Records, WNRC,

10. Kobler Field, first known as Isley 2, was named in honecr of Lt. Wayne F.
Kobler, the Sewvanth Air Force's first pilot lo lose his life in the Marianas when
| . he was shot down over Timian on June 27, 1944,
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the last Japanese raid, in January 1943, eleven B-29 bombers Mad been
destroyed at Isley Fieid.

One of the principal reasons for capluring the Marianas was to construct
airfields for bombing Japan's cities and ports with the new B-29 Superfortress.
On  Saipan, army engineers rapidly constructed twe 8,500-foot, asphalted
runways at Islay in addition to the necessary taxiways, hardstands, and
support fagilities. The first B-2%, "Joltin" Josie, The Pacific Pigneer," landed
on October 12, 1944, Within 3 few weeks the entire 73d Bombardment Wing
{12,000 personnel, 130 bombers), wunder the command of Brig. Gen. Emmett
"Rosie® O'Donnell, had arrived. On Nowvember 24, General O'Donnell led 170
B-2Ys on their first raid, against a large aircraft manufacturing complex in
Takya., This daylight, high-altitude, precision attack set the pattern for the
next three months. Isley's B-29 raids continued against the Japanese aircraft
industry in Tokyo, Nagoya, Yokohama, and Kobs., Early in 1945, additional
B-29 Tields were completed on Tinian and Guam and the tempo of the attacks
increased. The first two-wing attack, from Saipan and Timian, against Japan
cceurrad on February 4, 1945, By then, the Army Alr Force had concluded
precizion attacks were not succeeding., Despite 22 missions, nearly all from
lsley Fietd, not one Japanese aircrafl production complex had been destroyed.
Moreover, losses of the big bombers had been high, rising to 5.7 percent of
those girborne in January 1945,

The last daylight, high-altitude, precision attack on tapan, 192 planes, took
place an March 4. By that time, Isley's Superfortresses had participated in
2,148 sorties and dropped the larger share of 5,398 tons of bombz on Japan.

Beginning in March, the bombers began & series of nighttime, low-aititude,
incendiary attacks on Japan's urbamn areas. Isley's planes participated in the
first of these when 15.8 square miies of Tokyo burned in what is regarded as
the most dewastating air attack of World War |, exceeding even the nuclear
attacks in deaths and destruction. By June 1945, lapan's six most important
indusirial cities lay in ruins. Isley's bombers had participated in seventeen
maximum-effort incendiary attacks that dropped 41,582 tons of bombs. Further
incendiary raids were carried aut aver Japan until August when Japan agreed
o0 unconditional surrender. |n nine months of operations, the 73d Bombardment
wing flew 9,894 sorties, with a loss of 182 aircraft. The B-29 bombers did not
themse|lves bring an end to the war, but they made a significant contribution
toward a state of peace.
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Landing Beaches

Starting at the southbwest corner of the junction of Beach Rpad and an unnamed
east-west road at Bench Mark 3.8; then south southwest alorng the ocean side of
Beach Road to its junction with Wallace Highway; then in & straight tine due
west tg the ocean beach; then generally south sauthwest along the beach o a
line that separates the beach from firm land past the village of 5an Jose to an
east~west dirt road that marks the northern boundary of Civic Center Park;
then east along the dirt road to its junclion with Beach Rpad at Bench Mark
3.2; then along the ocean side of Beach Road southwest 2,600 feet to its
junction with a dirt road marking the southern boundary of Civic Center Park;
then aleng the northeast side of the dirt road northwest to the beach; then
generally south soulhwest on a fine that separates the beach from firm land
past Susupi, Chalan Karnca, and S5San Antonio to Punta Afetna; then socuth
southeast slomg the line Lhat separates the beach from firm land to a point
marking the nartheast beginning of Putan Agingan; then prgjecting this line
straight across Puntan Agingan toc the ocean at Umai Dikike Agingan; then in a
west northwest direction following the cpast of Puntan Agingarm to its western
tip; then generally north northwest along the ocuter edge of the reefs past
Lagunan Chalan Karnoa and Lagunan Garapan to a point on the reef due west of
the starting point; then due east in a straight |ine to the pegint of beginning.

These boundaries encompass the reef and the lagoons that U.5. landing forces

crossed in the invasion of Saipan; the portions of the landing beaches
possessing Integrity; and lhe surviving Japanese fortifications omnm Agingan.

Aslitalisley Field

Beginning at 3 point on the inside edge of a dirt road 2,000 feet due west Trom
Bahai Laclao and 450 feet nartheast of the most northeasterly B-29 hardstand at
former |sley Field; then Ffollowing the inside edge of this dirl road generally
south southeast for 4,300 feet to its junction with another dirt road: then
generally socuthwest 3,800 feet along the imside edge of 3 dirt road to its
junction with a dirt read 300 feel southwest of the most southerly B-29
hardstand; then generally south along the west side of a2 dirl road to the
water's edge at tJnai Opyan so a5 to include Lhe ruins of a Japanese biocckhouse
or the beach; then generally west along the shore of Saipan Channel to the
westerr end of Unai Peo (Ladder Beach}; then generzlly narth along the east
edge of g dirt recad 2,000 feet to its juncticn with an east-west dirt road; then
along the inside edge of a dirt road running east-west then generally northeast
to its junction with Wallace Highway; then across Wallace Highway and
continuing along the inside edge of the same dirt road easl southeast then
northeast to the point of beginning.
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These boundaries encompass the fellowing significant sites and struciures at
Japanese Aslite Field and American  Isley Field: 73d Bombardment Wing
administration area on the Opyan coast; Japanese blockhouse at Unai Opyan;
B-29 taxiways, hardstands, and the two modified runways at isley Figld; and
the tapanese reinforced-concrete structures of Aslite Field.

Excluded are the modern air terminal, its parking area, and water reserwvoirs,

Marpi Point

Beginning at the northern tip of Puntan Laggua Kattan then southeast following
the coast to the tip of Puntan Laggua; then west northwest in a straight line ta
the summit of Suicide Cliff or Laderan Banaderd; then generally west in a
straight line to a paint on the ocean shore immediately north of Puntan Makpe;
then generatly northeast alorg the ccean shore toe the tip of Puntanm Sabaneata;
then along the ocean shore generally southeast past Banzat CHff to the point of
beginning.

These boundaries include the feollowing historically significant  sites and
structures: Suicide CIiff and its several memarials an the summit and at its
base; Banzai CIliff; former Marpi Field; a Japanese fortification known as ‘'the
tast command past," and a coastal pillbox on the northwest showlder of Funtan
Laggua.
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1. Name

historic Tinian Landfng_gﬂghias,_Ushi Point Field, and North Field, Tinian lsland

and or comman Narth Field Historic District

2. Location

sireel & number

nat for publication

city. town Tinian lsland _ vicinity at
Commonwealth of Northern
state Marianz |slands code 75 county Mariana slands code Q10
- - -
3. Classification
Calegory Ownarzhip Status Present Use
___ district A public __ occupied ___. agricuilure _ museum
. buitding{s] ._. private X unoccupied L commercial . park
X struclure — both wark 1h progress _ .. aducational ___ private rasidence
X sne Public Acquisition Accessibie enterainment . religious
. Dbject inprocess .. yes:resmncted goverament _. &centific
.__ peing considerad _X  yes: unrestricted ... industrial _ transpornation
no X__ military X othernone

4. Owner of Property

name Government of the Cumrr]o_ryf.[g__a_l_th of Northe_l_raj\ l}-ﬂa_r_iana lslands

siregl & number

city. town Saipan wicinity oI Mariana |slands  state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse. registry of deeds, etc.  Covernment af the Northern Mariana |slands

street & number Lands and Survey Division

city. tawn Saipan slate  Mariana {slands

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Narth Figld Historic District _ has this properly been determined eligible? X yes

litle

date____iUQU_Ezi 18982 # tederal state ..

county
depositary for survey records Mational Register of Historic Plages

city. town - Washington state L.C.




7. Description

Condition Chech one Chech one
excelient ._ detericraled X unallered X original site
@

good
tarr

_ rams altered moved date . . _
— .. unexposed

ﬁutcribe the present and original {if known] physical appearance

The northern end of Tinian Isiand is relatively flat land having an elevation of
asbout 75 feet above sea level. Before the 1944 battle this area, other than Lwo
airfields, was a checkerboard of sugar cane fields. Mearly all the coastling is
sheer coral-limestone cliffs dropping inte the ocean. 0On the northwest coasl
are three breaks in this cliff where small sandy beaches have formed. The
most northerly of these, Unal Lamtam, has no historical significance. During
the 1944 invasion of Tinian by U.S5. Marines the twe sguthern beaches were
code-named Beaches White 1 and 2. They are about 1,000 yards apart. Beach
white 1 {Unai Babui} is sixly yards wide. At either end of it are low coral
ledges which are exceedingly sharp and uneven. Southwest is Beach white &
(Umai Chulu} which is 120 yards in width. A small coral reef extands about
10 vyards from the share. AT each end of the beach are coral ledges and

perpendicular coral  <liffs, inland from Beach White 2 15 & Japanese
reinfarced-concrete pillbox in fair condition. It is one of two that the Marine
encountered when landing. Thick wegetation smothers the ground inland.

The Japanese constructed an excellent military airfield toward the northern end
of Tinian, Ushi Peint (Punlan Tahgong). Nothing remains of the runway or
taxiways al Ushi Point Field; but a concrete aircraft service apron and four
structures remain from the Japanese period. These features are north of the
western end of the northernmost B-29 runway. The concrete apron measures
750 by 300 feet., Weeds grow in cracks, but the apron is relatively intact.
North of the apron is the large, two-story, T-shaped air adminislration
building. Il suffered some damage during the battle, particularly a large bomb
hole in the roof. The building is of standard Jgpanese design and is similar Lo
structures on Peleliuv {sland and at Truk Atofl. In addition to administrative
offices and a power plant, the building contained the guarters of sanior air
officers on the second floor. The finely deccrated stairway 1o this floor
remains as do bath and toilet facilities. To the rear of the slructure are three,
large corcrete cisterns,

At the southeasi cormer of the apron, the concrete air operations building,
minus ils control tawer, is in good condition. Ewen the exterior steel rungs for
access to the roof are in place. It is identical to operations buildings on
Saipan and Roi islands. The Americans used it as their operations center after

1. By coincidence, the Japanmese people on Tinian aiso called these popular
swimming places the White Beaches before the war. Henry 1. Shaw, Jr.,
Bernard C. MNalty, and Edwin T. Turnbladh, Central Pacific Drive, History of
U.5. Marine Corps Operations tn World War [, wvol. 3 {(Washington: u.s.
Government Printing Office, 19663, p. 358.

2. The wriler has not seen the structure at Truk. The information is from
D. Colt Denfeld, "Survey of Peleliu," draft, Historic Preservation Office, Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands, Saipan.
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the capture of Tinian. Stretching along the west side of the apron are two
standard-design air raid shelters, also in good condition. These features of
the Japanese field are surrounded by a forest of tangantangan, isolating them
from the |ater American field. {Another Japaness runway a short distance to
the south was destroyed during construction of American North Field.)

Once the capture of Tinian was completed, U.S. HWavy Seabees began the
construction of Horth Field in this area. When completed, Worth Field was the
largest airfield in the Pacific, perhaps in the worid. Designed for a wing of
B-23 bombers {Superforts), the four parallel runways stretch east and west for
8,500 feet. Around and between the runways are nearly eleven miles of
taxiways. Hardstands were constructed for 2653 bombers. Two large asphalt
service aprons exist. The asphalt runways are in relatively good condition, the
northernmost {(Runway 1 or A) apparentfy being maintained for periodic training
exercises that are conducted on northern Tinlan by the U.S. Depariment of
Defegnse. Mo American quonsets or other buitdings remain in the area.

North of the northern runway and the Japanese structures is 2 special,
asphaited service apron. Here, the two 8-29 bombers, Engla Gay and Poch's
Car, were loaded with the first atomic bambs to be used in warfare. Because
the bombs were too large 1o be placed under the planes for loading, & special
pit was built for each weapon. Once the bombs were in the pits, the bombers
simply moved over them and the bombs were raised intd the bays. Both pits

have been filled with earth and landscaped. In front of each is a bronze
historical plague mounted on a concrete pedestal. The setting is simple, but
awesome

After the battle, Seabees developed a large port at Tinian Town {San Jose} in
southwest Tinian lsland. To speed Llhe delivery of supplies and munitions to
the airfields, the Seabees butlt Ewn north-south highways, Eighth Avenue (2
lanes} and Broadway (4 lanes), At their northerm terminuses, both roads
ended in traffic circles. Both circles exist and the cne at the end of Broadway
contains a prewar Japanese memerial.

The historically significant area of narthern Tinian contains the following
historic features:

3. Because Tinian is shaped much like Manhattan, the americans named their
roads after New York City's streets: Riverside Drive, 72d Street, Wall Streset,
et
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Landing Beaches White 1 and 2

Japanese pillbox at Beach wWhite 2

Japanese servige apron, air administartion building, air operations building,
and two air raid shelters of former Ushi Point Field

North Field: four 8-29 runways, taxiways, two service aprons, and
various dirt roads around the airfield

Two traffic circles, one with a Japanese memorial

west of the fleld is a small lake ar pond. While it in itself is nat hisloric, the
anly majar Japanese caounterattack of the battle, an attack that cost the
Japanese dearly, was mounted in its vicinity. Thus, this general area is also
considered significant. Narthern Tinian also contains the sites of four former
American antiaircraft batteries and four administrative areas for American
aircraft service groups on the west, north, and east sides. There are no
known above-ground features at these sites. Np known non-historic structures
are within the recommended boundaries.

Northern Tinian is public domain owned by the Commonwealth of the Northern

Mariana islands. It is leased to the U.S. Department of Defense and is
administered by the U.S. Navy.

Tinjan Place Names

1944 Traditional Chamorro Place Names
Asiga Bay Unai Asiga
Beach White 1 Wnai Babui
Beach white 2 Unai Chufu
Fabius San Hile Pt Puntan Lamanibot Sankilo
Gurgan Pt. Funtan Diapbla
Lalo PL. Puntan Carclimas
Marpo PL. Puntan Kastiyu
Masalog PL. Funtan Masalok
Mt. Lasso Lasu
Mt. Maga Maga
Southern ridge Carolinas and Kastiyu
Sunharan Harbar Tiniam Harbor
Tinian Town San Jose

Ushi Pt. Funtan Tahgong



8. Significance

Peariad Areas of Signiticance—Check and justify balow
prehistoric archeoiogy-prentstarng . community planming .. landscape architeslure religign
140014449 . archeology-histaric . canservation . law - science
. 1500-1599 . agricuiture ECONOMICS _ . literature . sGulptyre
.. 16Q0-16£99 . architecture . Bgucatlon X malitary sacial:
170017949 Can engineering .. Musg humanitarian
18001899 . COommerce exploration settlermant _ _ philosaphy .- theater
A 1800 communicalions tndustry politics government -— transporiaticn
invention other (apRcily}
Specilic datex 1544- 1945 Builder Architect

Statement of Significance {in ane paragraph]

The capture of Tinian in the summer of 1944 by U.5. Marines was significant
for sewveral reasons. By selecting almost impossibly smail landing beaches, the
Marines confused Japanese commanders and established a beachhead at little cost
in lives, Despite the narrow beaches {a lotal of 180 yards in width}, two
Marine divisions succeeded brilliantly in a difficult amphibious operation. Lt.
Gen. Halland M. TSmfth, UsSMC, called this "the perfect amphibious aperation in
the Pacific war." in the first night of the battle, the Japanese employed their

usual tactic of atiempting to destroy the enemy on the beach. [t was a fatal
effort for it cost them up to 2,000 lives, including some of their best infantry
troops, Future battles would see Japanese defenses arranged in depth,

inflicting heavier casualties or the enemy.

Tinian's topography provided the U.5. Army Air Force with a superb platform
for constructing twa long-range B-29 bomber airfields, including MNorth Field,
the {argest airfield in the Pacific and perhaps in the world during Wortd War II.

. From Tinian's six runways, as well 35 from bases on Saipan and Guam, armadas
of B-295 raided and destroyed Japanese cities and towns in the homeland,
shipping in Japan's coastal waters, petroleum supplies, and industrial plants.
Finalty, B-29s Enola Gay and Boch's Car flew from Tinian's Morth Field to drop
atomic bombs on Hireshima and MNagasaki, thus bringing a conclusion to World
War Il and changing forever the course of world events.

Japanese Tinitan

Ouring the Spanish regime, Tinian Island was wvirtually depeopulated through
disease, rebetlion, and farced remowal aof the Chamorros. After Germany
purchased mast of Micronesia from Spain in 1899, the island continued to be
uninhabited. Japan's seizure of Micronesia in World War | brought a great
change to Tinian as Japanese citizens arrived to develop a sugar industry. DBy
Waorld War M, Tinian had a civilian population of 13,000 Japanese and Koreans.
Fifty-aight percent of the island's thirty-nine square miles was planted with
sugar cane, Twao sugar cane mills were in operation and an extensive system of
narrow-gauge raiiroad covered the island. Early in 1344, as Allied pressure
grew in the Pacific, the Japanese removed from 3,000 to 5,000 civilians to

1. Haltamnd M. Smith amd Fercy Finch. Coral amd Brass (Washington:
. Zenger, 1943, reprint 1979}, p. 201.
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Japar? The rest, howewver, were caught up in the American inwvasion in July
1944,

By the summer of 1944, Timian's naval and army garrisons amounted to &350
personngl. The principal defense unit was the 4,000-man 50th  Infantry
Regiment commanded by Col. Keishi Ogata. Nawal air personnel amounted tg
2,100. The 56th MWawval Guard Force of 1,100 men manned coastal defense and
antiaircraft guns. Another 1,000 men composed the 233d Construction
Battalion. Captain Goichi Oya commanded the naval forces, even though Vice
Adm. Kakuji Kakuda, ,commander of the First Air Fleet, was the senior naval
officer on the island. A5 in other Pacific areas, there was little cooperation
between the army and navy commanders.

Colone!l Ogata surmised that the Americans would attempt 2 landing either at the
beaches at Tinian Town on the southwest coast or at Asiga Bay on the island's
east coast. He established strong deferses at both. He did not entirely
negiect Lhe White Beaches in the northwest. The larger beach was mined and
piftboxes could deliver a crossfire on the beach. The smaller White Beach had
few defenses. who would attempt a landing on a 60-yard-wide stretch of sand?

American Plans and People

The U.5. Marines' assault o Tinian was considered to be Phase |11 of
Operation FORAGER which began with the capture of Saipan (Phase |) and the
battle for the liberation of Guam {(Phase 1} which was raging even as the
Marines approached Tinian. Under the overall command of Adm. Chester W.
Nimitz at Pearl Harbor, Adm. Raymond A. Spruance |led the Fifth Fleet toward
the Marianas. Vice adm. Richmond K. Turner, as commander of the Joint
Expeditionary Force, was responsible for both the Northern Attack Force (Task
Force 52, Saipan and Tinian} and the Southern Attack Force {Task Force 53,
Guam). He had relinquished direct contral aof the Northern Attack Force by the
time of the Tinian invasion to Rear Adm. Harry w. Hill. LL. Gen. Halland M.
smith, USMC {still in command of Expeditionary Troops), was off Guam with
Admiral Turner. Maj. Gen. Harry Schmidti, USMC, had recently Laken aver the
Fifth Amphibious Corps which consisted of his old command, the battle-hardened

2. The nearly 1,000 Chamorros on Tinian today mowved thers from Yap |sland
after world War . They had migrated to Yap from Guam in the late 1800s
where both Germans and Japanese empliayed them as copra traders and workers.

3. Admiral Kakuda led the air attack on Gutch Harbor and Fort Mears in the
Aleutians in 1942. Apparently, he had a problem with alcohol by 1844, 3See
Frank ©. Hough, The Island War, The United States Marine Corps in the
Pacific {Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott, 1947}, pp. 254-255.
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Fourth Marine Division, now under Maj. Gen. Clifton B. Gates, and the
experienced Second Marine Division, still commanded by Maj. Gen. Thomas E.
Watsen. Both divisions had fought throughout the Saipan campaign and had
continued to mop up that island until their departure for Tinian, The invasion
of Tinian, J-Day, was set for July 24, 1943,

Bombardment

The first fast carrier strike on the Marianas cccurred on February 23, 1944,
when the planes of six carriers under Rear Adm. Marc A. Mitscher bombed
Saipan, Tinian, Rota, and Guam. Feom June 11 to 15, 1944, Mitscher returned
to the attack with four fast carrier groups (15 carriers) accompanied by
battleships, cruisers, and destroyers, This attack reduced Japanese air
strength in the Marianas tc near zero, By mid-July no fewer than fifteen
battalions of field artillery under Brig. Gen. Arthur M. Harper, UsaA, on
southern Saipan were sending thunder toward northern Tinian. Mawval ships
began bombarding Tinian as early as June 13. As the invasion date neared the
Navy's fire intensified, wvirtually demolishing Tinian Town. The Army's P-47
fighters and B-24 bombers on Saipan joined the attack even before that island
was subdued. These planes were the first in the war to experiment in combat
with the mew napalm fire bomb, burning out cane fields and underbrush on
Tinian. ©On J-minus-one, July 23, army and carrier planes, field artillery, and
naval gunfire biasted Tinian.

Invasion

At daybreak, July 24, elements of the Second Marine Division, supported by
aircraft amd warships, carried out a deception off Tinian Town. Battleship
Colorado supported the ruse with neutralizing fire. Suddenly, a concealed
Japanese battery of three &-imch guns cpened fire and scored 22 direct hits on
Colorado and destroyer Norman Scott. A total of 53 sailors and Marines wers
killed and 207 wounded. Meanwhile, the Fourth Marine Division made the real
landing at Beaches White.

At 7:47 3.m., July 24, the first Marines of the 24th Regiment touched shore at
Beach White 1. The regiment landed in a column of battalions with the 2d
Battaiion leading. A small force of Japanese opened fire and mortar and
artillery fell on the beach area. The Marines pushed ahead and within an hour
two battalions were abreast and mowving rapidly. The 24th Regiment's right
reached its first objective, the edge of the runway south of Ushi Point Field,

4. Coloradg had been in drydock at Puget Sound when the Japanese struck at
Pearl Harbor. She survived this attack and was in Tokye Bay for Japan's
surrender. Mothballed in 1947, the ship was scrapped in 1959,
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1,400 yards inland, by 4:00 p.m. A stubborn group of Japanese halted the
regiment's left flank 400 yards shart of its objective.

Beach White 2 was more difficutt. Because of mines in the sand, the first units
of the 25th Regiment had to jump or climb from the craft to the ragged coral
ledges at the ends of the heach. Japanese defenses were more exlensive in
this area, yet the Marines forged ahead, bypassing two pillboxes that
commanded the beach. The 25th Marines halted short of their first objective in
late afterncon and dug in for the anticipated Japanese counterattack. Division
cammander Cates ardered the 23d Marines ashore as a reserve., Also on shore
was a battalion of the 8th Marines, Second Division, making a total of 15,800
combat Marines who had landed on two handfulls of sand in less than twelve
hours.

Counteratiack

The Fourth Marine Division dug in along a 3,000-yard-wide beachhead, 24th
Marines on the left (north}, 25th Marines in the center, and 23d Marines on the
right {south). Beginning at 2:00 a.m., July 25, Colonel Ogata’s forces began a
counterattack to drive the enemy inte the sea. In the narth some B0U naval
troaps from Ushi Peoint Field engaged in a firefight with the 24th Marines,
striking hardest at the extreme left near the coastline. For three haurs the
Japanese attempted unsuccessfully to break through the tmvaders' lings. At
dawr, the 24th Marines counted 476 enemy dead.

Qgata's crack infantry troops assauited the center of Marine lines near the
boundary of the 24th and 25th regiments. The first attack was thrown back,
but the Japanese regrouped and pressed forward again. About 200 of them
broke through the lines. Half of them headed loward the Marines' artillery
positions near the beach. The artillerymen opened up their machine guns and,
aided by a company from the 8th Marines, wiped out the attackers, The other
group of Japanese infantrymen got behind the 25th Marines' positions where
machine gun and mortar fire quickty eliminated them. This attack on the
center cost the Japanese 5 lives.

The 23d Marines on the south faced an attack from a combined infantry-tank
force. Five light tanks, nearly half of Ogata's armar strength, rumbled up the
coastal road. All five were destroyed by Marine fire but not before three of
lhem broke through the 23d's front. Japanese infantry continued to fight
desperately but, by dawn, the attack exhausted itsalf. Marines counted 2B67
enemy dead. All teld; lhe Japanese lost 15 percent of their personnel strength
and 50 percent of their armor in this costly attempt to defeat the ememy on the
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beaches.5 Although more fighting lay ahead, General Gates concluded that hi
division had broken the enemy's back on its first night ashare on Tinian.

Tintan Won

The Second Marine Division completed landing on Beaches While 1 and 2 on July
25 and 26, its 8lh Marines taking over the extreme left (north} of the fronl.
By the evening of the 25th, the Marines had advanced to Ushi Paint Field in
the north and had taken Mt. Maga in the south.

The Second Division swept to Tinian's east coast on July 26, then turned
south. ©On the west, the Fourth Division captured Mt. Lasse, Tinian's highest
point. Seabees began repairing the airfieid for fighters.

Resistance remained light as the Marines advanced southward, indicating that
the lapanese wsre withdrawing. On July 30, the 24th Marines entered the

wrecked and deserted Tinian Town. Beyond the teown, an oblong-shaped
plateau, owver 300 feet in elevalion, formed the southern and sautheastern end
of Tinian. tn the center a twisting road led to the top of the tree-covered

plateau. A wvertical cliff dropped intoc the sea on the eastern side. The slopes
were more gentle at the southwest end of the plateau where they formed three
distinct terraces. The Japanese prepared to make this high ground their last
stand.

In the morning of July 31, an American naval ar.d aerial bombardment blasted

the plateau with 684 tons of explosives. A naval gunfire officer wrote,
"Obhservers report that this was probably the most intense? and effectively
controlled bombardment executed thus far in the Pacific." Following lhe

bombardment, the Second Division moved forward on the left toward lhe base of
the ciiff, encountering sniper fire as it advanced. Large numbers of civilians
began surrendering, interferring with the Marines' progress. In the afterncon
elements of the 8th Marines reached the top of the plateau wia the heavily
defended rpad. During the night the Japanese attempted, in wain, to cut the

—

2. The official Marime Corps history states that 1,241 Japanese died in the
counterattack. General H.M. Smith thought Llhe number was closer to 2,000,
Other accounts offer different figures.

G, G-3, Fourth Marine Division, Operations Report, Tinian, U.5. Marine
Corps, World war |[ Records, Washington MNational Records Center, Suitiand,
MO, hereinafter cited as WNRC.

7. Lt. ©.5. Corben to Commanding General, MNorthern Troops and Landing
Force, August 12, 1844, U.5. Marine Corps Records, warld wWar |1, WHNRC.
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| road: and before dawn, August 1, 750 of them made a banzai altack on the
| Marines on the plateau. An hour-long firefight resulted in 74 casualties in the
, Bth Marines and 200_Japanese dead.

During July 31, the Fourth Divisian also succeeded in placing Marines on the

plateau. Meanwhile, a wide gap had developed between the two divisions, a

gap the Japanese were not able to expioit. The division expanded its held on
| the plateau on the following day and reconnoitered the terraces on the ocean

side. Progress was again slowed by crowds of Japanese and Korean civilians
| emerging from caves tc surrender. Some, however, preferred suicide. That
evening, General Schmidt announced that Tinian had been seclred.

Fighting continued. The Japanese made several more banzai attacks for several
days as Marines wenl about the dangerous task of mopping up Tinian. In a
final accounting, the two divisions' casualties amounted to 3855 killed, 71,550
wounded, and 27 missing in action. Mere than 5,500 Japaness iraops lost their
lives, while 404 were taken prisoner. More than 13,000 civilians, mostly
Japanese, were interned on Tinian until the end of the war.

| . North Eield

while fighting on Tinian continued, the Navy's Seabees began the repair and
extension of the two Japanese runways in the north. Because of the relative
flatness of the terrain, Tinian had already been selected as the site for an
advanced air base to serve very-lopg-range B-23 bombers which required
8,500-foot-long runways. The north end of the island had a capacity for four
of these runways as well as an extensive network of taxiways, service aprons,
and hardstands {aircraft parking). Eventually, the Bth MNawval Construction
Brigade was formed on Tinian, and work proceeded at a feverish pace.

The Japanese runway at Ushi Peint Field became the basis for runway 1, the
masl 8ru::-rth-ar*lxj..r of the four, which was compileted and asphalted January 1.
1945, The Japanese runway south of Ushi Field was extended to become
rFunway 3 and was completed two weeks later. 5trip 2, between runways 1 and
3, was in operation on February 27; but runway 4 was not completed until May
5, 1845,

While Morth Field was under construction, the XXI Bomber Command's first B-29
raid on Japan flew from Saipan on October 24, beginning three months of

. 8. The first B=?9 landed on this runway on December 22, 1944,
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daylight, high-altitude, precision attacks from the t'-l'l.zu*iaan'uas.gJ At the end of
December 1944, the B-28s of the 313th Bombardment wWing {(VH) began arriving
at North Field ({12,000 personnel, 180 aircraft). ©One month later, 122 of the
big bombers had arrived. Meanwhile, the daylight precision raids on Japanese
aircraft industries were proving disappointing. Relatively little damage was
inflicted ort the plants, and lpsses of the big, expensive planes were greater
than expected. Maj. Gen. Curtis E. LeMay, who took command of XX| Bomber
Command on January 20, decided to cenduct a nighttime incendiary raid to test
its effectiveness. On February 25, 231 Superforts lifted off at Saipan, Tinian,
and the new HNorth Field on Guam en route to Tokyo. The test proved most
effective and aimost 30,000 of Tokyo's buildings were destroyed. In March, the
XX| Bomber Command began a series of incendiary attacks on a number of
Japanese cities. Tinian's B-29s participated in all of them. The most terrible
of these was an attack on Tokys that burned 15.8 square miles of the city,
killing atmost 24,000 people and injuring 044,030 more in "perhaps the mast
scathing air attack of the whole war." By mid-Jung, Japan's six most
impaortant industrial citfes lay in ruins. In seventeen major incendiary attacks,
6,960 B-295 dropped 41,592 tons of bombs with few losses to themselves.

The 313th Wwing at North Field received & special assignment in March
1945--aerial mining of Japanese waters. The bombers made their first attack
between MWarch 27 and April 1. Owver 100 Superforts faid 1,500 mines in
Shimonosaki Strait betweern Kyushu and Honshu isfands. Japanese antiaircraft
fire destroyed three of the planes. By the end of April, 18 Japanese ships had
been sunk and shipping in general was disrupted. Mines forced the great
battleship Yamats, heading a task force during the battle for Okinawa, to put
to sea wvia Bungo Strait, thus leading to her destruction. [In May alone, mines
sank 85 ships. U.5. submarines, aircraft, and the 313th Wing's mines combined
to force Japan to close most of its ports to shipping by the end of July. Japan
lost 478,000 tons of shipping tn that month, In  addition, the 313th Wing
dropped millions of l|eaflets urging the Japanese people 1o surrender before
starving.

9. The XX Bomber Command had already been established n India and,
slaging through China, was also bomting Japan. In 1945, beolh commands were
disbanded and the XXI| Bomber Command becamg the Twentieth Air Force, a
comporenl af U.S. Strategic Air Forces. Headquarters were on Guam, and five
wings carried out raids from Guam, Tinian, and Saipan.

10. Wesley Frank Craven and James Lea Cate, eds., The Pacific: Matterhorn
to Nagasaki, June 1944 to August 1845, The Army Air Forces [n world War I,
vol. 5 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1953}, pp. 614-617.




HFS Form 100002 B M. 1024 - OB

[= 2. ~] Eap. W-31-Ba

United States Department of the Interior b

National Park Service "ﬂ!'!’h?ﬂl!l‘”é"
.Hatinnal Register of Historic Places Nohived,,

Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet ltem number 8. Significance Page B

Atomic Bombs

On May 18, 1945, a new, secretive grganization began arriving at North Field,
the 1,767-man 509th Composite Group headed by Col. Pau! W. Tibbets, Jr.
Tight security was provided the group which occupied a former Seabee camp--10
the discomfort of the navy men. Likewise, the group’s stripped-down B-29s
were closely guarded. Because the 509th Group did not take part in the raids
arn Japan, airmen of ithe 313th Wing ridiculed the newcomers, ewven to the extent
of stoning the encampment. Meanwhile, the 509th pilots practiced special flying
techniques (only Tibbets knew why), mostly over Japanese-held Rola tsland and
Truk Atoll. Beginning July 20, the group began flying over Japan tlo
famitiarize itself with targets and tar:l;h.ﬁ, About that time, cruiser indianapolis
arrived at Tinian bearing uranium 235.

At 2:45 a.m., August B, Epola gi'ﬂw left runway 1 at Morth Figld on its
historic mission. AL 8:15 a.m. Lhe plane dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima.
Seconds later, 80,000 people were dead or mortatly wounded; 62,000 buiidings
were destroyed. Encla Gay returned to Tinian at 2:38 p.m. The world would
newer be the same.

On August 9, Maj. Charles W. Sweeney, in Bock's Car, dropped a second bomb
on Magasaki, nasty weather having prevented his attacking the primary target,
Kokura. Low on fuel, Sweeney was forced to land at the new American base on
Okinawa. Before he was able to return ta MNorth Field, Tinian, Presideni HMarry
S Truman announced Japan's unconditional surrender.

11. A Japanese submarine sank |ndianapalis a few days later, with a fearscme
loss of life.

12. Tibbets fiew in the B-79 assigned to Capt. Robert Lewis who was present
as copilot. Before takeoff, Tibbhets had his mother's name, Enola Gay, painted
on the aircraft, much to Lewis' annoyance.
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GEQGRAPHICAL DATA

Starting at a point at the north end of Broadway and its eastern junction with
a traffic circle, continuing around the exterior perimeter of the traffic circle
{easterly and northerly} to its junctien with a narraw road running north,
fallowing along the outer (eastern} boundary of the road as it curves to the
east northeast, continuing along the outer (sauthern) boundary of tha road to a
point where it curves to the nerth, leaving the rpad at that point and
cantinuing in a straight line east northeast to the coast at Unal Chiget.

Then following the coast in norther!ly and northwestern directions to the tip of
Funtan Tahgong. Then following the coast in a southwestern direction o a
paint 1,600 feet southwest of the south end of the reef at Unai Chulu. Then
east southeast in a straight line to the westernmost point of a traffic circle at
the head of 8th Avenus. Then foliowing the exterior (southern} perimeter of
the traffic circle to its east side where it joins a marrow road. Then east along
the southern boundary of the reoad to a jungtion marked BM 10.6. Then south
and southeasterly along the puter boundary {western and southern)} of a narrow
road to the traffic circle at the north end of Broadway. Then along the
outside {southern} perimeter of the traffic circle to the peint of beginning.

These boundaries include all the significant historical features in  the
ramiration Landing Beaches white 1 and 2; LU.5. Marines' beachhead;
Japanese counterattacks of July 25, 1944; Japanese structures al Ushi Point
Field; Morth Fietld; the only traffic circles in Micronesiz; and the postwar
Japanese shrine within the Broadway traffic circle.
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3. agrlal of Japapeze Ushi Podnt Fileld at the rime of the American Invasion
in July 1944, To the lefr i the axiating Japanese service apron. On its UpPeT
right iz the air operations bullding. The alr adwinlstraticn buildlng is in the
extreme lefe of the phokto.

Coyrteay, Hatlonzl Archives

e
bapggE il

11. B=~?9 homber in front of [ormetr Japanese air ppcratlons building, Korto
Ficld, Tinian, Awsgpst 11, 1945,

Courcesy, Smithsonian Imsgitution and C.5. Afr Force
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1. Name

historic Peleliu Eattlefield, Palay |slands

and or comman State of Peleliu, Republic of Palau {Betau)

2. Location

street & number

not or publication

Gity_ tawn vicmity of
atate Peleliu code 75 county alau coge 030
- L] L]
3. Classification
Calegory Ownarship Status Presenl Use
. distrigl _._ pubtic - X occupied A _ agriculture . _ museum
. _ huilding(s} ___ privare .o — wnpocupied commercial __ park
—_ Etructure X . both — _ work in progress educational —_ private residence
X site Public Acquisition Accessible . . entedainment . _ religious
- _ ohject . —. T Pracess - _ yes:restricted . government - o sciemitic
_ _ being considered A yeSs: unrestricled ingustrial —_ transpartation
. no . . military X _ ather; jungle

4, Owner of Property

fame Gowvernment of the State _n_::f F_’el_eliu

streel & number Republic of Patau

cily. town — .. wigmity of 5late

5. Location of Legal Description

courthowse, registry of deeds, 21¢. None

streel & numbser

city, town state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

_has this property been delermined eligible? yes X no

I_itle —

date federal . . state . county . local

deposiory tar survey records

ity town slale




7. Description

Condition Check one Chech one
excellent ___ deteriprated  _ . unaltered X origmal site
good X _ruins _%  altered moved  date . _
fanir — . Unexposed

Describe the present and ariginal (i1 known)] physical appearance

Peleliv battlefield includes all of Peieliu Island which is in the southern Palau
Islands. Peleliu is 30 miles south of Koror, the capital of the Republic of
Falau, and 300 miles east of the Philippine Islands. It is six miles in length
and two miles in width, Shaped much like a lobster's claw, the coral-limestone
island is relatively flat al its southern end, where a runway from world War il
still is in use. MNorth of the former airfield, the terrain changes lo a jumble of
broken coral ridges generaily running north and south and separated by narrow
valleys or ravines. The steep cliffs and rugged peaks, with elevations up to
300 feet, contain hundreds of natural caves, which Japanese troops improved
for defemsive purposes. This area was known militarily as Umurbrogo! Mountain
or Pocket.

A string of ridges continue along the narthern arm of the island terminating in
8 complex of peaks named Amizngal Mountain. Before the war, Japanese
operated a phosphate crushing plant in this area, of which no trace remains.
The sharter, eastern arm of Peleliu is low, flat ground contaiming swamps and
dense graowths of mangrowve in tidal waters. By Lhe end of the 1944 battle most
of Peleliu's vegetation bad been destroyed. It is said that a person coutd see
from cne end of the isiang to the other. Today, the island is coverad with a
ush, thick growth of jungie. Here and there small plots of tarc and ather
craps are cultivated, Being only a few degrees above the equator, Peleliu's
climate is humid and hol and, for persons not accustomed to it, dehilitating.

Today's population of 230 peaple live primarily at two villages which were
recorstructed after the war, Klouklubed (the capital} and tmelchol, both near
the north end of the northern arm. On the fringes of Klouklubed are a
Japanese reinfarced-concrete radio statiom which bears the scars of war, the
rutns of a chapel built by the 321st Infantry Regiment in 1944, and a stane
monument bDelieved to have been erected by that unit., Alse at the north efnd of
the isfand is Elochel Dock, built arpund a Japanese concrete-block pier and
used by the interisland ferry and fishing boals. Mear the scuth end of Peleliu,
an the west side, is a small-boat basin that was constructed by Seabees soon
afler the battle. It occupies the area known as Beach Orange 3 during the
American invasion.

Much evidence of Japanese defenses and of the battle for Peleliu r:=:rlr1a|'r"|5.1 The
world War |} invasion beaches, other than Beach Orange 3, are unchanged from
thefr 1944 appearance except that ihe jungle now crowds down to the edge of
the sand and coral outcroppings. inland, there are remains, such as concrete
slabs, fraom the posit-battle American instailation that covered the more level
terrain.  Coral cutcroppings at both ends of Beaches While 1 and 2 and a low

1. Because the writer could spend only two full days on Peleliu, the
description that faollows owes 2 considerable debt to a gone-month survey carried
out by Dr. . Colt Denfeld for the Trust Territory of the Pacific islands,
Saiparn, Narthern Mariana Islands.
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coral ridge inland that parallels the shore all contain pillboxes and gun
casemates. Beach Crange 2 is the site of the former American mititary cemetery
and a present Palauan cemetery. In the American area are twp large stone
monuments that originally were dedicated to the First Marine Division and the
Eighty-riiﬁt Infartry Division but from which the bronze plagues have been
removed. A Few wooden posts and small metal crosses, most with rusted
Amearican steel helmets placed on top, and a flagstaff are near the monuments.
The cancrete steps at a T’r:rrrngr* military chapel now lead nowhere., The cemetery
is known locaftty as "U-5-4."

At the site of the airfield, three major Japanese reinforced-concrete siructures
remain, afl bearing the signs of American bombardments. The most impressive
of these is tha twp-story administrative building, which is similar to the
Japanese headguarters at Ushi Point Fieitd, Tinian Island. Steel shutters cover
some of the windows. MNearby is a large underground air raid or slorage
shelter. The third structure is a heavily damaged awviation gatoline slorage
building of the same design as storage buildings on Saipan [siand.  In addition,
sevaral standard concrete air raid shelters remain in the area. tmmediately
| after the capture of the airfield, American Seabees repaired and lengthenad the
. two X-shaped runways. The crushed-coral, northeast-southwest runway, 6,000
feet i length, remains pperable for light aircraft; the other runway is not
maintained.

Several concrete and coral pillboxes remain at the scuthern end of Pelgliu as
| does the one circular blockhouse the Japaneze had in their defenses. This
. blockhouse, said to be in acod condition, was .constructed on the same gemneral
plan as blockhouses on Saipan and Roi-Namur. Japanese cilizens have erected
twa memorials or shrines an southern Peieliu. Cne of these is a8 handsomely
. designed shrine sited at the foot of an umnamed ridge in the wvicinity of a
i pre-war village named Omoak. It is5 enclosed with a3 low fence and a torii
' stands at the entrance. The other memoriai was placed at the Former United
States military cemetary.

The Japanese constructed strong defense works on the northwest coast aof
Peleliu in the wicinity of the former village of Garekoru and named Beach Amber

2. Bronze plagques hawve a shoct life in the Central Pacific. Bronze is simply
oo precious to be used in such a manner.

| 3. American dead were eventually reburied in the Philippine Islands.
I. 4, Official Marine histories mention other biockhouses on Peleliu. An

exhaustive, post-battle study of the island's terrain and defenses by the
| Inteitigence Section, First Marine Division, shows anly this one.
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by Marines. American forces did net land at this beach; rather army troops
easily owverran the area on their drive north on West Road. Today, many rifte
pits, gun emplacements, personnel shelters, and ammunition caves remain in the
midst of the coral and jungle.

The limestone ridges and rawvines in the tast center of Japanese resistance, "the
Umurbrogel Pockel," undoubtedty contain much evidence of the batue for
Peleliu., t)].5, Marines counted owver 100 caves that weare occupisd by Japanese
troops in this area. The rugged terrain and the thick jungie now covering the
area make a thorough investigation difficult. The cave in which the lapanese
army commanders committed suicide in @ ridge named Chima Wall has begen
identified. It is described as being a wertical fault containing three separate
caves. One faature in the Pocket that played a crirical rele during the battle
i3 accessibie, Bloady MNose Ridge. The almost-sheer face of this ridge is only a
few hundred vyards bporth of the airfield, on the =zouthern edge of the
Umurbrogol compltex. This particular coral peak and four aqthers nearby werse
ideritified as the Five 5isters during the battle. The ist Marines attacked
Blaogdy MNose soon after tanding on Peleliu and suffered devastating casualties in
the failed attempt. Despite repeated attacks by Marine and Army units, the
Japanese held this position for two months, aimost to the end of their organized
resistance,

Taday, a trail and steps have been cut to the top of Bloody Nose Ridge. O©On
top there is a large stone monument buiit socan after the fighting. Although
there is no identification on it, it is believed 1o have been built for or by the
323d infantry Regiment which finatty captured the Five Sisters. |n 1983, the
United States Navy commander on Guam had a flagstaff and & United States flag
placed on top of the ridge. From the peak ocne may view much of the
Umurbrogol Pocket, including the other Sisters, Walt Ridge, and Horseshoe
Valley. Jungle now compietely smathers the harsh landscape of 1944,

Not far from Biocdy Nose Ridge, sitting in a natural cave on the slope of yet
another mass of corat limestone, is a Japanese 200mm (8-inch}, short-barreled
naval gun, one of the largest weapons in Peleliu's defenses. It was one of four
such weapons that were empiaced in the nerthern ridges for anti-shipping and
coastal defense fire and mounted on spider-like steel frameworks 23 feel in
diametar. U.5. Marine intelligence officers concluded that these guns had been
Furriedly emplaced for none had been fired before being captured. The weapon
appears to be in excellent condition. On tevel ground at the base of this ridge
are remnants of a barbed-wire enclosure which is believed to have been built
by United States faorces as a halding area for prisoners of war. Across the
trail from the enclosure stands a2 lone U.5. light tank, M-3, mounting a 37mm
gun. The white stars painted on the turret and body are ciearly visible.

5. 0. Colt Benfeld, "Survey of Peleliu,"™ a draft, 19383,
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A Japanese light tank, type 35, missing its turret and 37mm gun, may be found
at the rmorthwest end of the abandoned runway, about 1,300 yards socuthwest of
the American tank. Other wvehicles remaining on Peleliu include several U.5.
landing wehicies, trgcked {LVT). ©One of these is a LVYT(AM armed with &
75mm howitzer, M-8.

Amiangal Mountain at the morth end of Peleliu consists of an L-shaped complex

of hills and ridges. Four hills that make wp the bottom of the L were
collectively mamed during the fighting Hill Row and, individually, Hills 1, 2, 3,
and Radar Hill (after a Japanese instatlation). The caves in this area are

larger and better made than those in the Umurbrogol Pocket. The reason for
this is said to be that the Amiangal caves were constructed by Japanese nawval
troops who had comfort in mind as well as defense and the serwvices of a tunnel
canstruction unit, while army troops constructed lhose in the Pocket primarily
for & prolonged defense. ©One of the larger caves in the north was a
three-chambered hospital with a fourth rpom hollowed oul cne story beiow. Dug
inta Hill 3, the 140-foot-lang cave was fitted ouwl with electric lights and a
radic. When U.5. soldiers entered this cave they found fifty dead Japanese,
most of whom had bandages owver their eyes d had been shot in the head.
U.5. Marines dubbed the hospital Mercy Cave. Probably the largest cave on
Peleliv is found near the top of the Amiangal L. This "Thousand-Man Cave,"
consisting of numerous intgrconnected lurnels, ruans entirely through the ridge
and has several entrances,

Peleliu Island is today a state in the Republic of Palau. All land on the island
is owned by the extended families, the clams, the traditiermal chiefs, and the
paramgunt chief--all at the same time. The concepts of private ownership,
tittes, or real estate taxes are foreign toc Peleliu. Peleliu has an elected
governor who heads the state on paliticat matters.

&. Denfefd states these are the only LVTs surviving on land battlefields in
the Pacific.

7. 327d Infantry Regiment, Unit Report, OCciober 14, 1944, world War |l
Operations Reports, Record Group 407, Washington National Records Center,
Suitland, ™MD,

8. Dorothy E. Richard, United States MNaval Administration of lhe Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands, 3 wvols. {(Washinglon: Oflice of the Chtef of
Maval Operations, 1837}, 1:157, states this indeed was the largest cave on
Feteliu and when it was captured on Septembher 30, 1944, it contained more than
1,000 men! Denfeld records in his survey that Japanese {re-7joccupied the
cave as late as February 1945,
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All of Pelelin Island is recommended for nomination as a MNational Historic
Landmark so asz to include: the southern end of the island with its Iwa
promontories, small-boat  harbor, Japanese (and American) airfield and
administrative area, landing beaches and adjacent reef an the west coast, and
fortifications, weapons, and mititary wvehicies; the complex of coral ridges known
as the Umurbrogal Pockel; the west coast with its Japanese fortifications and
the West Road; the north arm of Peieliu with its ridges, caves, and East Raoad;
and the east arm of Peleliu with its fortifications. These areas contain the
features and objects associated with the Jepanese defenses and the battle for
Peleliu.

- Excluded from the recommendation are the itwo wvillages in northern Pejeliu,
Klauklubed and Imelchol, which were rebuilt after the war. (The mannar of
land tenure precludes drawing exact boundaries around  the villages. )
kemnants of post-battie American installations, such as concretg slabs, on
Peleliu are not considered to be historically significant.
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Statement ol Signiticance (in one paragraphi

The battle for Peleliu Isiand, the Gateway to the Philippines, was the iongest
arnnd one of the most hard-fought battles in the entire Central Pacific amphibious
operations of Worlid War 11, In centrast to earlier combats where the Japanese
had wainty attempted to annihilate the enemy on the beaches, Peleliu's defenses
were prganized with the main line of resistance established inland, artittery and
mortar fire registered on the beaches, and defenses skiltfully arranged in depth
i arder to sustain resistance to an  attack while destroying the anemy.
Although the crack Japanese {roops lost the battle, their new tactics enabled
them to inflict heavy losses on American Marine and Army forces and lo hoid
ocut for 74 days. while some strategists have argued that the capture of Peleliy
was nol a necessary preliminary for the coming struggle in the Philippines,
brave men bled and died in the Palaus for their beliefs and their loyalties.
Peleliu marked the conclusion of the Central Pacific drive 1tc;m.fem:l the
Phitippines. A new phase of the Pacific War was already underway.

Bac Kg round

Japan seized the Falau Islands, along with the rest of Micronesia, from Germany
in Wortd War 1. Receiving a mandate from the League of Nations after the war,
Japan established its administrative headquarters for Micronesia at Koror, the
capital of the Republic of Palau today. On Peleliv Istand, thirty miles south of
Korore, a phosphate crushing plant was established and, by World War {1, an
excellent airfield had been construcied. When war came, ithe Palaus served as
a staging arez and replacement depaot for Japan's forces in the Netherlands East
tndies and Mew Guinea.

Even before the U.5. Mavy carried out a devastating fast carrier strike on
naval installations at Truk Atel in February 1944, the Japanese had pulled all
forward-based elements of the Combined Fleet back to Palau. At this same
time, Gen. Douglas MacArthur's Southwest Pacific forces prepared tg mowve into
the Heollandia area in Mew Guinea in their drive toward the FPhilippines.
Concerned that Japanese nawval and air power in the Palaus could strike at
Hellandia, & large task force of fast carriers under Vice Adm. Marc A. Mitscher
raided Palau on March 30 and 31, 1944, Peleliu's fighter planes rose to the

1. Adm. william F. Halsey, commander of the Western Pacific Task Forces,
was the one officer who argued against altacking Falau befgre the operalion
took place. He recommended that Leyte in the Philippines be atiacked directiy
because of the weakening Japanese position there, Ses E.B. Potter, Nimitz
(Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 18768}, p. 362.
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defense and many were shot down, American planes succeeded in mining the
harbor &t Keror and destroyed or damaged 36 Japanese ships.

Spurred on by this raid te strengthen Palau’s defenses, Japan transtferred the
veteran Foudrteenth Division under Li. Gen. 3ZSadae ingue from Mabchuris Lo
Falau in April 1944, |noue established his headquarters at Koror and placed
the bulk of his army force on adjacent Babeldaup island where he planned to
fight ta the death. He dispalched the reinforced 24 Infantry Regimeni under
Col. Kunio Nakagawa to Peleliu and one battalion of the 59th infantry Regiment
te Angaur, an island seven miles sputh of Peleliu. Peleliu's garrison amounted
te approximately 10,5%13 mer of whom £,500 were combat troops and some 4,000
were nawval personnef.

Nakagawa carefully planned the island's defenses in depth. Potential landing
beaches were mined, offshore obstacles erected, anti-tank ditches skilifully
focated so as to channel enemy tanks toward anti-tank weapons, barbed wire
strung, and artillery and mortars ptaced so as to shell the beaches with direct
and enfitade fire. Extensive cave fortifications boneycombed the limesione
ridges in the northern half of the istand.

Stalemate 1!

The American plan for the invasion of Palau, Stalemate (I, as it finally evolved,
called for Adm. William F. Haisey to command the Western Pacific Task Forces.
Halsey's Third Fieet covered the approach of the Joint Expediticnary Force.
Maj. Gen. Julian C. Smith, USMC, commanded the Expedilionary Troops, and
Maj. Gen. Roy 5. Geiger, USMC, was in charge of the |1l Amphibious Corps.
Under Geiger, Maj. Gen. William H. Rupertus, USMC, commanded the First
Marine Division which was to seize Peleliu, and Maj. Gen. Pau! .. Mueller, USA,
commanded the Eighty-first Infantry Divigion which was to caputre Angaur and
Ulithi  Atoll.  Stalemate 1! was the largest amphibicus force yet seen in th
Pacifte. 1ts strength totaled 800 wesseis, 1,800 aircraft, and 250,000 men.

Z. Because the senior naval officer on Peleliu, Vice Admiral itou, was a flag
officer and because of the intense rivalry betwsen the Japanese army and naval
commands, Inoue sent Maj. Gen. Kenjiro Murai to Peleliu to coordinate with the
admirai. Colonel Nakagawa remained in command of Peieliu‘'s defenses.

3. Simultaneous with the invasion of the southern Palaus, General MacArthur's
forces seized Mgorotari Island, 450 miles to the southwest, as a second anchor
far the forthcoming Philippines campaign.
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The First Marine Division, thoroughly experienced in the Guadalcanal and New
Britain campaigns, was composed of the 1st, S5th, and 7th Marine Regiments and
the 17th Marine Artillery Regiment. The Eight-Tirst Infantry Division bhad no
previous combat experiernce but had completed jungle and amphibious training in

Hawaii. Its 327st and 322d Infantry Regiments were assigned the capture of
Angaur, while its 323d Regiment was to cccupy Ulithi Atoll about halfway
between Palau and the Mariana Islands. The two divisians were brought

together on Guadalcanal for a week of tactical rehearsals befare sailing west.

Begining in August 1944, the U.S. Thirteenth Air Force began bombing the
Palaus, On Sepiember &, Halsey's fast carrier groups started full-scate attacks
on the istands. 5ix days fater, a nawval gunfire bombardment of Peleliu and

Angaur began. O-Day for landing on Peleliu was set Ffor September 15.
Mine-sweepers and underwater democlition teams begarn sweeping the waters and
removing obstacles from Peleliu's southwestern beaches., Eariy morning,

September 13, found the Third Amphibious Corps off Peleliu. The First Marine
Division prepared to land.

The Battle

Peleliu's sguthwestern beaches had been code-named White 1 and 2 and Orange
1, 2, and 3. The three reinforced regiments {regimental combat teams, RCTs),
fanding abreast on & 2,200-yvard beachbead, touched shore at 8:33 a.m. On the
left (north), two battalions of the 1st Marines landed orn Beaches White 7 and 2.
In the center, two battalions of the 5th Marines hit Beaches Orange 1 and 2.
The 7th Marines came ashore it & column of battalions on Beach Orange 3 on
the right (south). Immediately, murderous Japanese martar fire and enfilading
cannon fire on both flanks swept the beaches hitting as many as sixty landing
vehicles and fifteen tanks. Cbserving the smoking vehicles, Colonel Nakagawa
repcrtﬁd, too aptimisticly, to Keror, "Our forces successfully put the enemy to
raut, "

O the 1st Marines' extreme left flank, Japanese gunners placed enfilading fire
from pesitions in a coral outcropping at the water's edge. Seventy vyards
inland, an unsuspected coral ridge was alive with Japanese who swept the beach
with machine gun and rifle fire. A company of Marines successfully reduced

the caral outcropping but with heavy casualties. Moreover, the company
became cut off from the adjacent unit and would remain isoclated for the next
thirty hours, The Marine Corps' official history concludes that had the

Jfapanese mounted a major counterattack at this peoint, “the Marines might hawve

4. Japanese Monograph Neo. 49, "Central Pacific Operations Record," wol. 2,
April-November 1944, p. 35,
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been driven into the 5&3."5 The 1st Marines' right flank battalicn on Beach
Wwhite 2 had better success. |t reached its first gbjective 350 yards inland by
mid-marning, encountering moderate resistance. There i1 halted because of the
stalemate on the left. By 9 a.m., the 5th Marines had reached its objective, an
agpen space on the west side of the airfield. The left battatlicn halted at that
point because of the imability of the 1st Marines to advance. The right
battalion had more success. Although the battaifon’s units became scattered,
ohne campany succeeded in driving across the islamd and reaching the eastarn
shore.

The 7th Marines on the southern flank experienced much the same withering
enfilade fire as did the ist Marines. From a small islet and a gramontary at the
south end of Feleliu, the Japanese delivered heawvy fire against the 7th's

exposed flank. The regiment continued to make progress, howewver, until it
came Up against a heavily fortified area containing the Japanese circular
blockhouse. There it dug in far the night to await the assistance of tanks. |In

the day-long drive, the 7th Marines, too, suffered heawvy casualties.

in the late afternoon, the Japanese made their Ffirst counterattack when from
twelve to seventeéen light tanks emerged in front of the 5th Marines. . Although
a few tanks got through to the beachhead atl but one were destroyed. Despite
the troubles on the f(lanks, the Marines had succeseded in establishing a
beachhead 3,000 yards long, 500 yards average depth, and a maximum depth of
1,500 yards.

On September 16, the 5th Marines completed the capture of the airfield. in the
south, the Yth Marines overcame the blockhouse and reached the easiern shore,
It gained all of southern Peleliu by nightfall except two promontories at the
southern tip. In the nmorth, the 1Ist Marines began a turning movement
northward against the Umurbrogal ridges beyormd the airfield. Quickly running
inte figrce resistance, the Marines made little progress.

The next day, 0O+2, the 13t Marines gained a few hundrad yards in the level
ares of the west coast, up West Road, but were thwarted gain in the attempt to
gain the limestene ridges, especially at Bloody Mose Ridge. The 15t Marines

5. George W. Garand and Truman R. Strobridge, Western Pacific Opeérations.
History of U.5. Marine Corps Operations in World War ||, wvol. 4 (Washington:
U.s. Government Printing Office, 1971), p. 114,

G. it is probable that lhe light tank on Peteliu today was one of 1hose in this
abortive attack.
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counted 1,300 casualties in their ranks by the end of this third day of
fighting. Meanwhile, the 7th Marines completed the capture of southern Feleliu,
including the promgnteries; and the 5th Marines began an easy drive up the
eastern arm of the island.

American light planes were able to tand on the airfield on September 19. That
same day, the 1st Marines renewed the attack on the ridges, making small
gains, but were again stopped at Blogdy MNose Ridge., To the east, a company
af the 7th Marines gained the crest of Walt Ridge bul, suffering extremely
heavy casualties, was forced to withdraw. During the next three days both the
st and 7th RCTs assaulted the ridges time and again, without success. By
September 22, the First Marine Civision had suffered nearly 3,000 casualties,
the 71st Marine Regiment alone losing 56 percent of its strength,  General
Hupertus decided to cease lrontal attacks on the southern ridges; instead, he
planned a drive up the west coast and an attack on the Umurbrogal complex
from the north.

Before the invasion, General Rupertus thought he could capture Peteliu in four
days. A week had now passed and despite the heavy casuaities, Ruperius was
unwilling teo call for assistance from army troops of the Eighty-first infantry
Diwvision, He remained so stubborn about this, that lhe corps commander,
General Geiger, had to step in and direct the 32ist Infantry Regiment to move
from Angaur to Peleliv, where it landed September 23, The depleted st Marine
Regiment was taken off Pefeliu on September 30, its casualty figure having
reached 1,672,

Another reasan Rupertus wished to take morthern Peleliu at this time was the
25,000-man Japanese force on Babheldaup that could be expected to reinforce
Peleliu. Indeed, on September 23, Japanese barges approached the island from
the ngorth. The Americans spotted this reinforcement and sank the barges.
Most of (he Japanese made it to shore nevertheless. The same scene occurred
the following night. It was estimated that froem B00 to 790 Japanese
reinforcements reached Peleliu.

Cn Sepltember 24, Rupertus sent his unwanted soldiers on a push up the West
Road. The 321st RCT reached is objective, ,discovering along the way a trail
running across the ridges toward East Road. A company, directed to explare
the trail, mowved eastward and succeeded in capturing Hill 106, the narthern
bastion of the Japanese defenses in the Umurbrogal ridges. The following day,

7. n this drive up West Road, tha army troops gained the enmity of Lhe Tth
Marines who were assigned the task of following the 321st to screen the West
Road from flanking fire. The soldiers were supposed to have moved along the
west ridge and the road; in fact, they stayed anly on the road, forcing the 7th
Marines to fight the Japanese on the ridge,
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the 321st reached East Road thus dividing the Japanese defenses on the island.
4t the same time, it pushed north along West Road wntil it reached the willage
of Garekoru. The 5th Marines took over at this point to begin the process of
cleaning up the northern tip of Peleiiu ang its elaborate caves in the Amiangal
ridges. OO0 September 28, the Sth Marines alsg occupied MNaegebus [sland and
its unfinished runtway. Marine Fighter Squadron 114 provided air support on
this ocecasion.

As September drew io a close, Japanese |osses ware estimated to be over 9,250,
while the First Marine Division's casualties had maunted o over 5,000 men.

On September 30, the 7th Marines began an asault on the Umurbroagal ridges in

an effort te reduce the pocket, which measured about 1,500 yards north to

south and 500 yards in width. Elements of the th Marines joined the attack
. the follewing day. By October 3, the Marines had captured the cresis of two
: impartant ridges, Walt and Boyd, on the eastern side of the pocket, thus
eperning East Road. The Vth Marines, particularly, experienced heavy
| casualties in this four-day fight. By the evening of October 4, the 7th "wa
i no lenger able to function as an effective caombat unig on the regimental level . "
. Rupertus grdered the 5th Marines to relieve the 7th.

Between October 6 and 14, the 53th Marines made repeaied attacks on the
pocket, steadity making small gains, particularly in the north and northwest.
It caplured such landmarks as Baldy Ridge, Ridge 120, Ridge 3, Hill 148, and
knohs of coral nat ramed. Then, on Octobar 14, General Rupertus withdrew all
the First Marine Division from the battle limes, replacing it with the 327st RCT
atd a4 battalion of the 323d Infantry Regiment freshly arrived from Ulithi
Atall. Rupertus remaired in command at Peleliu until October 20 when Maj.
Gen. Paul J. MueMer, commanding the 81st Infantry Division, replaced him.
Ouring the month the First Marine Division fought on Peleliv it suffered no
fewer than 6,26% casualties, of which 1,124 were desd and 117 were missing.

Colane! Nakagawaﬂrepor‘ted on October 14 that his force had been reduced ta
1,150 armed men.

a. Garand and Strobridge, Western Pacific Operations, p. 236.

: 9. The 321st raptaced the 5th Marines in northern Peleliu and offshore islets.
; It was its turn to became angry &l the Marines for not having done a belter job
of cleaning aut Japanese-held caves.

I . 10, All of the 323d RCT was on Peleiiu by Qctober 24.

11. Japarmese Moncgraph No. 49, p. 143,
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The Eighty-first began a methodical tightening of its lines around the pocket on
October 21. Not without difficulty it captured the northern hilis called the Five
Brathers, ane by one. In Horseshoe Valley, west of Walt Ridge, it succeeded
in cutting the Japanese off from their water supply at Grinlinton Fond. {This
accomplishment was offset by heawvy rains that replenished the Japanese water
supply.) On MNovember 2, Lhe 323d RCT captured the Five Sisters, including
Blopdy MNose Ridge against which the 1st Marines had hurted itself so long ago.
Japanese fighting strength was now reduced to 330 men. Little action occurred
an either side between MNovember 4 and 9 as a typhoorn swept aver Peleliu. On
November 13, the assauit and occupsation af Pefeliu was again announced, this
time by General Geiger.

That same day, the two infantry regiments began the final drive. On November
24, the Japanese burmed the 2d Infantry's regimental flag and all secret
documents. In the evening a last radio message was sent to Koror adwvising
that the 56 remaining combatants had organized into seventeen ratding groups
and would hide in the jungle and cawves ta harass the enemy. During the
right, General Mural and Cocionel MNakagswa committed suwicide. [t had laken
U.5. forces almost 2% months to complete what began as a four-day operation.

The Etght-first Division did not declare an end to organtzed resislance unlil
Nowvember 27:

At 1030, 27 November all organized resistance on Peleliu ceased whan
the Commanders of the battalions of the 323rd Infantry met at the
cave which had been the headquarters of Colonel Kunic MNakagawa,
Commanding Officer of the 2nd Regiment, 14dih Japanese Imper]
Division and the last high ranking Japanese Commander on Peleliu.

The division's casvalties in the Palaus amounted o 542 killed and 3,275 woundead
or injured. Far months to come, Japanese continued to be captured or kifled
e the island. In Jarmdary 1945, a Japanese raiding party landed on Peleliu. It
was swiftly wiped out. Twenty-seven Japarmese surrendered in April 1947, As
late as 1955 a Korean civilian was seized on Peleliu--two years after the Korean
War.

As they had in earlier battles, Japanese-Americars (MNisei} performed imporiant
duties on Peleliu as interpreters and translators. The Third amphibious Corps
reported also that it had made exlensive use of the famous MNavajo Talkers in

12. 32%st Infanmtry, "Operation Report, Stalemate (!, Palau !slands," Decambear
29, 1944, Adjutant General's Offica, Warld War 1l Cperations Reports,
1840-1848, Record Group 407, Washington National Records Center, Suitiand,
A0,



HES Fanm 10-900-& - CMB ko, 10T =008
- - Exp H)=J1-Bd

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

."atiﬂnal Register of Historic Places  muww.
Inventory-—Nomination Form & _.

Continuation sheel Item number 8. Significance Page 8

their radic communications. MNot so successful was the use of the Marines' war
dogs. While the dogs served well in the beginning on sentry duty and patrols,
they became increasingly nervous and lired under the strain of heavy mortar
fire. As the battle progressed, many of their handlers were killed or wounded
and strangers cauld not work the dogs. An exceptional dog was Duke, Z876, a
Gerfnan shepherd, wha carried twenty pounds of maps and papers 1% miles
across the airfield under heavy enemy mortar fire.

The remaining Japanese in Falau, some 25,000, spent the rest of warld war 11
waiting for the enemy to land so0 that they could give their lives for their
Emperor, The opportunity never came. QOn Peleliu, U.5. MNavy Seabees
reconstructed the Japanese airfield and built a naval base. Army engineers
hacked a bomber field out of the jungle on nearby Angaur. Ulithi Atoll became
an impartant fleet anchorage, especially Tor the 1845 inwvasien of Okinawa.

Bloody Nose Ridge, Five Sisters, Five Brothers, China wall, Death Valley,
Snipers' Mile, Heil's Poacket, Baldy Ridge. . . . The Palau operation turned
out to be one of the bloodiest battles of the Pacific War--amd one of the most
forgotten,
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GEQGRAPHICAL DATA

The boundary of Peleliu Battlefield is the natural boundary of Peleliu {sland
where it meets the sea. The United States landings on Pelefiu and the
subsequent fighting invofved all of the island with no exception. Structures in
the two viilages of Kioukiubed and Imelchol are within this boundary but are
excluded from the historically significant terrain, both being of post-war
construction. Land surveys have ncot hean made on Feleliu and, because of
lgcal customs cancerning land tenure, specific boundaries cannot be drawn
around these wvillages.
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9. Japanese ait adminlstrarion bullding at the alefield on Peleliu.

Phote Wy E. Thompson Aptril 1983

&, Oune of many coral and concEetd pillhoxes hidder im the jungle along the
landing beaches. This one i= inland from Bearh White 2.

Phagn by E. Thompsan April T983



7. Japanese 200mm, short-barceled naval gun overlooking the airfield and the
landing heache=s. Peleliu.

hate by E. Thowmpzon April [983

LYT(AY4, with a turret meupnting o 7N
the Umutbrogol ¥nountals cosplex.

&. Pelelis, American landing craft,
howitsger. Lt stopped neat the southern base ok

Flwpto by E. Thompscn ApTil 16921
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1. Name

historic B-29 Bomber Enola Fay

ang or fommon

2. Location

Pau! Garker Restoration Facility
streat & number Smithsonian institution

... hot tar publication

city. town Suitland _ wicinity of {temporary location}
state Maryland code county Frince Georges code
o M
3. Classification
Catagory Ownership Status Fresenl Use
—__ thstrict X public __. ocoupied _ agriculture A museum
— buildingis) _.. private — unogcuped commercial —.— park
. structure _ _ both X work in peogress . educational __ private residence

_._ site Public Acquisitian Accessible ._.. antertainment religious

X. obyect . inprocess . yes: resincted government . scientihe

. being censidered yes: unrestricted ; industrial . transporiation
T ._ military _ other:

4. Owner of Property

name Smithsonian [nstitution

streal & number

city. town Washingtan _ vicmity of slale 0.C. 20560

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds. ec. Senithsonian Institution

sireel & number

cily. town Washington state D.C. 20580
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

we Nore has this propenty been determined eligile? . yes % no
ae .. . tesea _swte __caumty local
depouitory tor survey recorss L _ .

city. 1own state



7. Description

Conditian Check one Check ohe not applicable
excellent . deteriprated . unaltered . original 5ile
. good _. TUINS X altered .. moved date ; - -
faw —  ungxposed

Describa the present and original {if known} physical appearance

E-29 bomber Encla Gay is disassembled and is stored in the Smithsonian
(mstitution's Paul Garber Restoration Facitity, Suitland, Maryland. Current
plans are for the complete restoration of the aircraft and placing it on public
display as soon as a suitabie facility for that purpose is acquired.

Early in 1940, at the reguest of the Army Air Corps, the Baoeing Aircraft
Company, Geattle, Washington, developed specifications for a "Very
Leng-Range” {VLR) bomber. Even before the prototypes were test flown, the
Army Air Corps placed an order for this mew aircraft which becams known as
the B-23 "Superfortress,”" the world's most superior bomber in World War 1.
Several advanced features were incorporated in the design of the plane, such
as its being the first military craft to be pressurized, and the first heavy
bomber to have tricycle landing gear. Ancther innovatlion was the development
of retractable, remote-controlled gun turrets thal allowed a gunner 1o operale
more than one turret at a time. Also, the gunners, except the man in the tail,
were physically removed from the ncise and vibration created by the D.5-inch
machine guns.

Once the B-29 went inte produclion, certain improvements were made bDelween
1943 and 1945. In general, the aircraft's specifications, including Encla Gay's,
were as follows: wing span, 141 feet, 2 inches; length, 99 feet; height of tail
fin, 27 feet, 9 inches; loaded weight (with 12,000-pound bombh load}, €7.5 tons;
power, four 18-cylinder radial engines with superchargers; pperation radius,
1,800 miles (3,600 miles round trip); maximum speed, 375 mites per hour at
25,000 feet; and the crew varied from eleven to thirteen men. Encla Gay
carried a crew of twelve on its fateful mission.

The original model was armed with ten 0.3-inch machine guns and one 20mm
cannan. Armament was considerably reduced on some later models. Enola Gay
and the other '"atomic B-29s" were stripped of their armament and armor
plating, except for the tail turreis, Lo give them extra height and speed.
Bomb-toad capacity depended on the altitude and range flown. This wvaried
from 5,000 pounds for a long-range, high-altitude flight te 26,000 pounds for a
short distance flight at low altitude. Encia Gay's nuctear bomb, FLitie Boy, "
weighed a little over 9,000 pounds. ©On that mission, the plane flew gver [he
Pacific at a low altilude until she neared Japan, when she climbed to 37,060
feel.

Other features that marked the atomic B-29s of the 30%th Compasite Group were
the strergthened bomb bays, new bomb suspension systems, white paint on the
underside to minimize glare damage, fuel-injection engines, electronically
controfled reversible propelters, and the planes' markings which consisted of an
arrow pointing forward within a circle.



8. Significance

Pariod Areas of Significance-~Check and justity betow . N
prenistoric archeplogy-pretustone Ccammeunarty planning . landscape architecture . refigion
1400-1499 . argheociogy-hstaric conservalion baw - . sgignce

.. 1500~-159%9 .. . agriculture . 2CONGMICcS literature sculpture
. 1600-1659 . architactura aducatian X mutary social
. 1TD0-1799 _an engineering .. L ITHUSIC humanitarian
18001899 . Ccommerce exploration settiement philosophy . . theater
X 1900- cammumcatians ndustry politics government transporiation
o invenlian . . othar (specily)
Specific dates 1345 Builder Architect  Glenn L. _Martin Co:, Omaha, N-_et_:[aska__ _

Statement of Significance |in one paragraphi

Encla Gay's dropping of a nuclear bomb on Hiroshima on August 8, 1945, had
many  significant  outcomes  affecting  manking. First, was the tferrible
dewvastation of the city of Hiroshima. Instanthy, 78,000 people were killed;
thousands more were wounded, either Trom the blast and resclting firestorm ar
from nuclear radiation. ©Of the city's 90,000 buildings, 82,000 were destroyed
within & four-square-mile area. Second, the destruction of Hirgshima, foilowed
by the similar destruction af Nagasaki three days later, caused the Empergr of
Japan to instruct his government to surrender unconditionally, thus bringing
the worid's costliest war to a conclusion. Third, the introduction of ouclear
warfare and the threat thereof had a far-reaching effect of awesome proportions
on future world politics and international relations. Fourth, [his new weapon
and subseguent developments, such as the hydrogen bomb, have had a wvast
impact on batlle readiness, tactics, and strategy, almost worldwide. Furthear,
and strangely, out of the terror have come benefits for mankind in the form of
nuctear medigine, energy, and peaceful scientific developments.

Atomic Bombs and Bombers

fei 1938, Professor  Albert Einsteln wrote President Franklin . Roosewvelt
describing lhe possibility of constructing a tremendously powerful bomb from
Uranium, In 7942, President Raosevelt placed the mation's resources behind the
costly and time-consuming research and development in this fietd. Maj. Gen.
Leslie R. Growves, Caorps of Engineers, tock charge of the work, which was
code-named the Manhattan fFroject. Dr. J.R. Oppenheaimer established a
laboratary at Loz Alamos, New Mexica, in the spring of 1843, where much of
the impartant research was conduocted. Shortly thereafter, Gen. Henry H.
Arnold, commanding the U.5. Army Air Force, was instrucled lo provide
specially madified B-29 bombers for a rnew weapon, The Glenn L. Martin
Campany of Omaha, Mebraska, tdrned out 46 of these "atomic bombers."
Meanwhile, development of the new weapon proceeded under great securily.
Two types of bombsz ware developed simulianecusly. One depended on uranium
235 for its chain reaction; the other made use of plutonium. In the Pacific,
United States forces captured the Marianna islands of Saipan and Tinian and
liberated Guam im the summer of 1944, Five B-29 jirfields were constructed an
the three islands for the long-range bhombing of Japan.

On September 1, 1944, Lt. Col. Paul W. Tibbets, Jr., learned thal he was 1o
command the organization that would drop the new weapon. He lock command
of the 509tk Composite Group and its one,‘Squadrun, the 393d, at an airfieid
rear Wendowver in a remcte seclion of Utah. A self-rcontained unit, the 50%th

1. AN air group nermally consisted of three squadrans.
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Group even had its own military police. When fully formed, its complement was
225 officers and 1,542 enlisted mer. At Wendover, Tibbets began a special air
crew training pragram with new technigues in bomb-dropping and long-distance
navigation. At one point, he took ten of his planes to Cubsa for training in
lpng-distance mavigation over water at night.

In February 1945, Adm. Chester W. Nimitz, Commander in Chief, Pacific, with
his headquarters now on Guam, |learned that the atomic bamb would be avaitable
on August 1, 1945. At the same time, Neorth Fieid on Tinian was selected as
the base for the 509th Group. The first elements of Tibbets' command arrived
on Tinfan in r%ay and, by July 1945, the 509th was fully settled into its closely
guarded area. Alsg in July, scientists exploded the first atomic device in a
test at Alamogerdo, New Mexico. Tibbets continued the training of his air
crews at Tinian, flying over the Pacific and practicing bomb-dropping with
conventiomal weapons on such Japanese-held islands as nearby Rota. On July
20, ten of the bombers began flying individually over Japen to further their
experience and skills. Cruiser USS |Indianapolis delivered compca@ents of the
two bombs to Timian while the uranium 235 was flown to the island.

On July 24, Gen. Carl A. Spaatz, commanding the new U.S. Strategic Air
Forces in the Pacific, received orders directing the 508th Group to deliver its
first special weapon on the first good weather after August 3. Four possible
targets were assigned: Hirocshima, Kokura, Niigata, or MNagasaki, Lt. Gen.
Curtis LeMay arrived from Guam on August 3 bearing the orders for Special
Bombing Mission MNo. 13. The strike was set for August B, with Hiroshima
selected as the primary target. On August 5, none other than Mac Tse-tung in
northern China had his headquarters radic a favorable weather forecast to
Tinian. That afterncon, a B-29 rolled toward loading pit 1 and the uranium
bomb, Little Boy, was winchad up into its bomb bay.

Tibbets decided to fly the B-29 commanded by Capt. Robert Lewis who would
be along as co-pilot. That evening, Tibbets ordered his mother's name, Enola
Gay, painted on the fuselage. Lewis, reportedly, became angry when he first
saw the name on his plane, but, apparently, soon acquiesced to the fact. The
hand-picked crew for Engla Gay was composed of:

2. Disgruntled Seabees of the 13th Naval Censtruction Battalion were forced
to give up their comfortable guarters to the airmen.

3. A week later, a Japanese submarine sank Indianapalis.
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Caol. Paul W. Tibbets, Jr., pilot and commander
Capt. Robert Lewis, co-piiot

Maj. Thomas Ferebes, bombadier

Capt. Theodore Van Kirk, navigator

Lt. Jacob Beser, electronic surveillance
Lt. Morris R. Jeppson, ordnance officer
Sgt. Joseph Stiborik, radarman

5gt. George Caron, tail gunner

5gt. Richard Nelsocn, radioman

Sgt. Robert Shumard, assistant engineer
Sgt. Wyatt Duzenburg, flight engineear

Capt. William Parsons, U.53. Navy, was also on board. After Enola Gay was in
the air, Parsons, assisted by Lisuienant Jeppson, armed Littie Boy.

im addition to Colonel Tibbets' plane, six other B-289s were involved in the
mission. Capt. Charles McKnight, in Top Secret, was posted at Iwo Jima,
where a third bomb-toading pit had been prepared in case an emergency
occurred to Encla Gay by the time it rendezvoused over that island. Three
weather planes preceded Tibbets to Japan to report an weather conditions at
the potential targets. (Al three reporfed favorable conditions.} Two B-29s
accompanied Tibbels, one carrying scientific instruments, the other, cameras.
Maj. Charles Sweeny flew the scientific plane; three days later he would drop
the plutemium bomb on Magasaki.

The flight to Hiroshima was uneventful. As the plane approached the target,
Tibbets informed Llhe crew that they were carrying an atomic bomb. Enola
Gay's bomb doors opened and the bomb dropped at 8:17 a.m. One minute later
it detonated, 800 feet off from the aiming point. The rest was history. At
2:38 p.m., Enola Gay touched down at North Field, Timian, a little more than
twelve hours since her departure.

Colonel Tibbets retired from the U.S5. Air Force about twenty vyears later with
the rank of brigadier genmeral. The Department of Defense donated Encla Gay
to the Smithsonian tnstitution. ©On reffecting on the changes in public opinion
over the years concerning nuclear warfare, Tibbets concluded that he was an
expendable wvictim. To the American public on ¥-J Day, 1945, he was one of
the indicpensibie hearces of World war I1.
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1. Enola Gay ar Norch Field, Tinian.

Courteay, Smithsonian Imstitution snd r.%. Adr Force

1, Hiroshims after the atomic bamb strike.
unreconstructed as a peade omemorial.

Courtesy, Smithsonian
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Structure on the right remalns
perober 7, 1945,

Institurion and U.5. Adr Furce
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5. Enpla Gay today. The disassembled aircraft will be restored by the
Smithsonian Institution and placed on public display.

Courtesy, Smithsonian Institution
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1. Name

historic B-20 Bomber Bock's Car_

and ar commaon

2. Location

sireet & number U.5. Air Force Museum ___ nol tor publication
eity. lown Wright-Pattersun Air Force Base . wicwnity ot
state Ohia code a9 county Greene code 057
L} L 4 -

3. Classification
Category Ownerahip Statux Presant Use
.. districd _A public . accupred ) agriculture X museum
_  buitding(s) —_ prvate % unoccupied . commercial _ park
—. StruZture _ bolh . . WOork in prograss — ._ educational — _ private residence
—. sile Public Acquisition Accessible enlgnainment — - rehgious
X oppect . . i process . yes: restricted .. governmenl .. scwentiic

—  bentg considered A yes: unrestncted - - indusirial — tranzportation

. ho — - military — oilher:

4. Owner of Property
name U.5. Departrnent of the Air Force
sireel & fumber - — —
city. town  Y¥ashington - vicwty ol slate 0.C.

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds. ett. 10.5. Department of the Air Force

atreet & number

cily. town Washington state D.C.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tille 'j?_ﬁ t_h_isﬂup-eny h-e?n d_q_zfermmed eiigib!e?__ -- yes :'{ no

date 3 _  fegeral .. _ staie . _ counly local

oepository i'q_:tr survey records

cit_\r. town _ - siale




7. Description

Condition Check one Check ane Not applicable
excaliant ___ deteriorated X unaitered _  original site
good ___ ruins _ . aitered _  moved date . o

fair

—__ Jnaxposed

Describa the present and original {if known} physical appearancs

Early in 1940, at the request of the Army Air Carps, the B8oeing Aircraft
Company, Seattle, washington, developed specifications for a Wy
Long-Range" {(¥LR)} bomber. Even before the prototypes were test flown, the
Army Air Corps placed an order for this new aircraft which became known as
the B-729 "Superfortress,” the world's most superior bomber tn World War 1.
Several advanced features were incorperated in the design of the plane, such
as its being the first military craft to be pressurized, and the first heavy
bomber to have tricycle landing gear. Ancther innovation was the development
of retractable, remote-contrelled gun turrets that allowed a gunner ta operate
more tham one turret at a time. Alsg, the gumners, exceptl the man In the tail,
were physically removed from the noise and wvibration created by the 0.5«inch
machine guns.

Once the B-29 went into production, certain improvements were made between
1943 and 1945. In general, the aircraft's specifications, including Bock's Car's,
were as follows: wing span, 141 feet, 2 inches; length, 92 feet; height of tail
fin, 27 feet, 9 inches; loaded weight {with 12,000-pound bomb lead), 67.5 tons;
power, four 18-cylinder radial enginges with superchargers; operation radius,
1,800 miles (3,600 miles round trip}; maximum speed, 375 miles per hour at
25,000 fest; and theg crew carried from gleven to thirteen men.

The original model was armed with ten 0.3-inch machine guns and cne 20mm
cannon.  Armament was considerably reduced on some later medels. Bock's Car
arnd the other '“atocmic B-29s" were stripped of their armament and armor
plating, except for the tail turrets, to give them exira height and speed.
Bomb-load capacity depended on the altitude and range flown. This varied
from 5,000 pounds for a long-range, high-altitude flight to 20,000 pounds for a
short distance flight at low altitude. Bock's Car's nuclear bomb, "Fat Man,"
weighed 10,000 paunds. ©n its fateful mission, the plang flew gver the Pacific
at a low altitude until she neared Japan, when she climbed to over 30,000 feet.

Other fealures that marked the atomic B-29s of the H08th Composite Group were
the strengthened bomb bays, new bomb suspension systems, white paint on the
underside to minimize glare damage, fuei-injection engines, electranically
contralled reversible propeliers, and the planes' markings which consisted of an
arrow pointing farward within a circle.

The nuclear weapon that the Bock's Car carried was a plulonium bomb, the
same as the weapon that had been tested at Alamogorde, New Mexico, earlier.
At the time it was dropped om Japan, it was the only nuclear weapon in the
possessicn of the United States. It was 60 inches in diameter and 128 inches in
length. Although it weight only five tons, Fat Man yielded the equivalent force
of 20,000 tons of high explosive, which was greater than that of the uranium
bomb dropped or Hiroshima, Japan.



‘8. Significance

Paricd Areas of Signiticance—Chechk and justily balow
prehistaric archeglogy-preRistonc . commiuinity planmng landscape architecture _  religion
1400=-1459 _. archagiagy-historic _ consarvation . haw science
1500-1585 . __ agrniculiure . . econgmicy literature . sculpture
—__ 16DD~1859 __ architecture . educatian X mulitary . _ sogial
17001735 . an EngINgEring _.  Music humanitarian
... 1800-18%9 _ . COmMmMEarce exploration setilement phitesaphy . thaater
18900 communecations industry .. politics government  ___ transperatian
inyenhon . Gther specity}
Specilic dates 1945 Buitder Architect

Statamant of Signifilcance {in one paragragh|

Bock's Car's dropping of a nuclear bomb on Magasaki on August 9, 1945, along
with the similar destruction of Hirgoshima three days earlier, had many
significant outcomes affecting mankind. First was the terrible devastation of
Nagasaki. Instantly, 35,000 people were killed; 5,000 were missing; and 60,000
more were wounded, either from the blast and resulting firestorm or from
nuclear radiation. Forty-tive percent of Magasaki was destroyed. Second, the
devastation of Magasaki and Hirpshima led to the Emperocr of Japan instructing
his gowvernment to surrender unconditionally, thus bringing the world's costliest
war to a conclusion. Third, the introduction of nuclear warfare and the lhreat
thereof had a far-reaching effect of awesocme proportions on future world
politics and international reiations. Fourth, this new weapon and subseguent
developments, such as the hydrogen bemb, have had a vast impact on battle
readiness, tactics, and strategy, almost worldwide. Further, and strangely,
out of the terror have come benefits for mankind in the form of nuclear
medicine, energy, and peaceful scientific developments.

Atomic Bambs and Bomhbhers

Im 1939, Professor Albert Einstein wrote President Franklin D Roosewvelt
describing the possibility of constructing a tremendously powerful bomb from
uranium. In 1242, President Roosevelt placed the nation's rescurces behind the
costly and time-consuming research and dewveiopment in this field. Maj. Gen.
Leslie R. Groves, Corps of Engineers, took charge of the work, which was
cade-riamed the Manhattan Project. Or. J4.R. Oppenheimer established a
laboratary at Las Alamos, New Mexico, in the spring of 1943, where much of
the impartant research was conducted, Shortly thereafter, Gen. Henry H.
Arnald, commanding the U.5. Army Air Force, was instructed (o provide
specially modified B-29 bombers for a new weapon. The Glenn L. Martin
Company of Omaha, MNebraska, turned out 46 of these "atomic bombers.®
Meanwhile, development of the new weapon proceeded under great security.
Two types of bombs were developed simultaneousiy. Cne depended on uranium
735 for its chain reaction; the other made wuse of plutonium. I the Pacific,
United States forces captured the Marianna islands of Saipan and Tinian and
liberated Guam jn the symmer of 1344. Five 8-29 airfields were construcied on
the three islands for the long-range bombing of Japan.

On September T, 1944, Lt. Col. Paul W. Tibhets, Jr., learned that he was o
command the organization that would drop the new weapon. He togk command
of the 50%th Composite Group and its one sguadron, the 333d, at anm airfield
near Wendower in a remate section of Utah. A self-contained unit, the 508th
Group even had its own military police. When fully formed, its complement was
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225 officers and 1,542 enlisted men. At Wendover, Tibbets began a special air
| crew training program with mew techniques in bomb-dropping and long-distance
navigation. At one point, he took ten of his planes to Cuba far training in
long-distance navigation over water at night. To command the 393d Heavy
Bombardment Sguadron, Tibbets selected Maj. Charles Sweeney. Described as 2
chubby-chesked, charming Boston Irishman, Sweeney proceeded to drill his own
air crew, Crew MNo. 1%, until it was considered the best in the 509th Composite
Group.

; In February 1945, Adm. Chestar W. MNimitz, Commander in Chief, Pacific, with
| his headquarters now on Guam, {earned that the nuclear weapons waudld be
available on August 1, 1945. At the same time, Morth Field on Tinian was
seiected as the base for the 509th Group. The first elements of the command
arrived on Tinian in r{lay and, by July 1945, the 509th was fully settled into its
closely guarded area. Also in July, scientists exploded the first atomic device
in a test at alamogordo, New Mexica. The air crews of Sweeney's squadron
continued their intensive ttraining at Tinian, filying over the ®Pacific and
practicing bomb-dropping with conventional weapens on  such Japanese-held
. islands as nearby Rota. On Juiy 10, ten of the bombers began flying

indiwvidually over Japan to further their experience and skitls, Cruiser
| Indianapelis delivered componen% of the two bombs, one uranium and ane
| piutonium, to Tinian in mid=July.

On July 24, Gen. Carl A. Spaatz, commanding the new U.S. Strategic Air
Forces in the Pacific, received orders directing the 509tk Group to deliver iis
first special weapart on the first good weather after August 3.  Four possible
targets were assigned: Hirgshima, Kokura, Niigata, or Magasaki. Lt. Gen.
Curtis LeMay arrived from Guam on August 3 bearing the orders for the
mission. The strike was set for August 6, with Hiroshima selected as the
primary target.

Colonel Tibbets, piloting B-29 Enoia Gay, departed Tinian bearing the uranium
bomb. Fiying his own bomber, Great Artiste, which was fitted with scientific
instruments, Major Sweeney accompanied Tibbets on the fateful mission. At
8:17 a.m., August 6, Enola Gay dropped her terrible weapon. Hirashima was
destroyed. The B-29s returned safely to Tinian.

President Harry S Truman anncunced the event to the world and catled on
Japan to surrender 1o avoid ruin.  In Japan, the government kept its people

1. Disgruntlied Seabees of the T3th Naval Construction Battalion were forced
. to give up their comfortable quarters to the airmen.

2. A week fater, a Japanese submarine sank Indianapolis with a heavy loss of
life.
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ignorant of the immensity af the attack, perhaps not comprehending it itself.
The Japanese not having reacted, preparations began on August 8 to drop the
second weapon. Generat LeMay asked Tibbets if he wanted to lead this attack.
Tibbets deciimed, saying he had had enough publicity. Squadron commander
Sweeney was then chosen to drop the plutonium bomb on the primary target,
Kokura, with Nagasaki designated as an alternative. Because Great Artisie was
already fitted with scientific instruments, it would accompany the missian in the
same role as it had at Hiroshima. Sweeney then "borrowed" Capt. Frederick C.
Bock's B-29, Bock's Car. The big plane rolied over loading pit 2; Fat Man was
hoisted aboard; and all was made ready.

Major Sweeney's flight on August 9 was beset with difficutties. Before taking
off, the plane's fuel system developed a2 problem, but the major decided to Fishk
the flight anyway. Weather forecasts had been threatening and, when the
bomber reached Kokura, the city was cbscured by clouds. 5Sweeney made three
rurls ower the aiming point, a2 rmunitions complex, to no avail. Fuel running
low, he decided on the alternate target. The overcast at MNagasaki was also
extensive. Then, Bombardier Kermit Beabham spotted a break in the clouds and
dropped the bomb. Because of the city's hilly terrain, casualties were fewer at
Nagasaki than at Hiroshima, although the plutonium bomb was the mare powerful
and efficient. But that was a mere statistic; MNagasaki's casuaities numbered
100,000,

Because of a rapidly developing fuel crisis, Major Sweeney headed to recently
captured Qkinawa Island south of Japan. There he guided Bock's Car down in
a harrowing landing, refueled, and proceeded homeward to Tinian, where
Bock's Car arrived twenty hours after her departure. There wers na more
nuclear weapors to deliver.

B-289 bombers carried out the last conventional bembing of Japan on Aogust 14,
On that day, the Emperor of Japan directed his ministers to accept the Allied
terms of surrender. On September 2, 1945, Japan formally surrendered on
board USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay.
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